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The Railway Problem
Article VI Blight ol private ownership in eyrly days ol Con federal Kin What • 

Joseph Ho— form»—A chapter ol heretofore unwritten history 
By E- B Bigger

<>■ Joly I, Id”, the federation of 
the four proa terre which *1 Irai formed 
the Dominion of Ceeed» ergs proclaimed 
eitb rejoicings tk»t were roatard moot 
ly to the loo op|orr protrigrra The 
rguee of this division of eeeiimeet will 
appear leter.

The erosomir basis of Ike ueloe wee 
the Intercolonial Ksilwgy—tkr gret in­
ter stete railway ig \ortb America un 
•1er geveremeet ownership -for the es 
yrao roediliog oe shirk Vets Mentis 
end New Brunswick joined t yper adl 
Lower 1‘huedg was the building of tbie 
railway. When war people sorer et 
the Intercolonial ne n railway that has 
never paid a proit they misconceive the 
primary purpose of this project, which 
was Ie be aa lestrumeat for bringing 
them province» into social, political and 
économie anily. No Dtwnaion of t'ae 
ede roe Id ever bate been creeled while 
the world stood if these purposes bad 
been subordinated to the lew aim of 
merely getting a proit eel ef lb# ie 
Stremrel itself, It I» only when pri 
vale emseee ere permuted to eger- ise 
a elate function that serb au object be 
cornea the meeeere ef oatmeal alma 
Nee# of the feeadorw of t oefederal me

•ubmimioa to a preredeat, bet as early 
as leSi be foresaw the troubles that 
would arise ia Ureal Britain and the 
I'aited Mtates from private ownership, 
la a »|«reck adioraliag Ike appropria 
Hoe of 1330,000 of public niouey for a 
railway from llalifag to Windsor. XK, 
be said: “There are things that they 

- the goveramral—should uot control, 
but the great highways—the rkaaaels 
of rommuaication should claim special 
roaaideratioa, and wkea I am told that 
we should hagd over for all time le 
come this greet e raters railway to a 
private company, I bate to such aa as 
Bigemest a sellons objerllee. All our 
roads la Xo>s Mrotia, made by the in­
dustry and resources of the people, are 
free to the |-copie of tbw hour The 
tell be# a alumet oakuowe, and Ibis - 
railroad which will be the Ifeeea't 
highway te the * raters ruealnra ie ell 
time Ie reem, should be the property ef 
the province, and not of a private ins 
native The roads, telegraphs, light 
bowses, lbs standards ef value, lbs ad 
miaislratioa of justice—these are Iks 
topics with which a geveremeet is 
lowed to deni. There was a lime. Is 
lbs fee.lei agra, wrbse every heme ad

re aovswTieewe m

ever easel4sred a pru»l oe the 
ee eed in itself sirs dramming lb# 
railway Nee# a# tbs g te* onfedera 
lies s| easts» esse am si me railway pro 
Jits ie any way Het mpisra tbs 
Katkera of I onfederation bed Usa sight 
of lb# grant end. and bad nerraerd 
their v mean te lbs aits msa*. bee 
<en Ike |rapts ef the pressât genera 
lien eapwet a pfudl la -yrralme sirs 
Ike lelerrebmiel has ales;• kede be 
bended el the pesât where il woeld bn 
eeaglkfa Ie make 4 preSl from ike irai 
I» ml Ike greet Wee«, ekich wsedd seme 
le il If Ike prtsele rends. i| eraling he 
orivele edi seing», did eel ielerv»e»l 
lion indeed, can tke lai rr»denial mak» 
a prod I wkee Ike pri v a letJ »waed roads 
#1» «Honed In levy le saline en Ike 
eked» ml Canada at higher re Ira than 
era permitted In Ike g»«eeeeseni Una. 
while Ike #•*«••• lines era nfae elhrwed 
Ike feel hew edvnnlngw ef a Urge# page 
•alien epee whem they may lev» teem

Joseph Me— ee Pnvsle O—araklg
X# shatramaa la tke kigsty ef Can I 

ede ever arr«m| liabed ee maey legie 
faU«« rale»— la tke pteviaeiel sphere 
n Ml 1 deeper imp remise ee Ik# 
ehnlg at Bfttiek Amerwe I ha a Jeeepk 
lletse Alike Ike wnrld nee still yweeg 
la railway e#| sneers when ble pnktts 
life henna, be see from lb# drat the 
tree relation ef Ike stale le Ik# rail 
nay He wee set ee*# tel# a fan* mb

miesetatwd lee Ie bb leeeate aed re 
laies»» according ie km wee will, bet 
Ike pragmas ef civ lit ral me swept I km 
system eeey, bee see# men feeed II I* 
- seals Irai e nb liberty, aed kraawm
I bey foeed Ikel ell Ike* mmfae ef deal 
leg with Ikel ektak tefaegsd ef ngkl 
Ie Ik# wlele, bed I# ivreeey , . . The 
geveeamrel ef lire* Krilaie erred sirs
II ear tendered le privai» rsrapnaira urn
-on I rai ef ike bigbrwwde ef Ike lead 

set* »f Befalem raied ta e 
mean* fa Helgiem

The hllfa stale
fa» wt
rail—ye. radiallag from s 
Ire. rswek every aediea ef the 
They era ail —aed end here brae me 

-I b. tbs govereavent Ie my 
jedgmrsl. ef ell Ike mimes ef Kbreyn, 
asd see bes skeee mere wtedern le I be 
roeetrwime ef rwilweye I bee ibts bills 
stale There fa graelsr sally ef settee, 
greet#» paras» fer geed. 1# a geteee 
•seel I baa la a privai# mmmey " /

Ie see»be» speech be raid "I be 
beve Ibal if ati Ibe railways ef England 
bed bam mads by ia# gevmemeel u T 
w»eId bam raved mllUees ef peaad» Ie 
lb# rsra*ry.” end be aided Ibal lb# 
dee-rawmee eed beabrmt«y Ibal * 
veiled three* <lr«ei Hr.ieie Ie Ibd* 
were dee le the rail—ys *.‘eoestreeled 

»■« taisrlatlaai “ Owing I# 
t be wbefanefa disc berge ef men by Ike 
railways, ihers ess a greet wholes in 
IH7. end I’>43 perm* died ee ike 
pamsge i# Canada and New Mrwaewwb


