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l.ord Nelson coes to the root of the matter by

asking, “Is it a vicht and prop:t thing to have

a Hvimn Book as a companion to’ the Prayer

Book, and. 1f so, of what sort of hyvmns should

y

it consist 77 After the Reformation and before
the Restoration the use of hymns does not
seem to have been general, until the middle of
the eighteenth century metrical translations of
the psalms were commonly used. I'he use «f
hymns as we have them secms practically to
have begun i the dissenting chapels and
Watts” hymns must have operated largely to
popularize them. Lord Nelson states that
was the desire of Cranmer to msort into the
Prayer Book th&hymns sung from time imme-
merial in the Church, but the circumstances of
the day, and the haste with which the linglish
Prayer Book was compiled, made it impossible
to provide suitable Enghish versions of the
hymns. The notion, then, of an authorized
Hymn-book 1s as old as the vernacular
Auth-

orized hymns are, n fact, as much the i1deal of

Prayer Book and its predecessors also.

the Church as are authornized forms of prayer.
The Veni Creator of the Ordinal 1s an 1illus-
tration.

THE GENERAL SYNOD.

We do not apologize for once more referring
to the session of the General Synod, which has
so happily concluded its labours in the interests
of the Church at Montreal. The Synod met
amid many misgivings ou the part of not a few
friends of the Church, as to whether 1t would
meet expectations or whether it should prove
to be the last, and by inaction demonstrate
that it was not worth the time and expense
It was felt that the
Charch had reached a crisis in its history, and

involved in its meeting.

that if this representative body failed to realize
the situation, and grapple with 1t, that the
prospects of the Church in this country, which
needed the united effort of all, would indeed be
cheerless, if not hopeless. Happily in the Pro-
vidence of God, and mo doubt guarded by His
Spirit, the Synod has risen fully to the occa-
sion, all its members seemed i1mbued with a
deep sense of the importance and responsi-
bility of their meeting, and with an ability and
unity in all respects remarkable, they united in
discussing and,deciding on the many subjects
which pressed upon them for a solution. It
was in 1886 that the first motion was made 1n
the Provincial Synod of Canada, looking to-
wards a union of ali the dioceses in British
North America, and now after sixteen years of
perseverance in the face of many difficulties it
is an accomplished fact, and the Church in
Canada possesses a legislative body which can
speak tor the whole Church on all social, moral
and religious questions, and enact such laws
for 1ts government as the times and circum-
stances may demand. The Synod's action was
as prompt and energetic as was the spirit of
unity and brotherly kindness which marked all
its deliberations and proceedings.  Though
gathered from all sections of our vast country
there was no sectionalisin, and tnough repre-
sentative of all parties there was no partyism.
A robust Canadianism and church nanship were
evident, which is most encouraging, whetuer
regarded froma national or ccclesiastical stand-
point The amount an tvaricty of the legisla-
tion was great, and yet !

)

| was conservative in

(4

'ts nature, and i keeping witin churchly trad
tton, whilst at the scane time 1t was progressive
and suited to the conditions which surtound
the Church in this land. Two principles scem
ed to underhie all the legislation, namely, ex-
tension and adaptation.  That the Chuarch
must be a misstonary’ Church both at home and
abroad was fully recogmzed, and also that
whilst con erving old truths and methods,
nevertheless. she must bet locally adapted.
These principles tfound emphatic expression in
the orgamzation of the missionary socie tv, I
the appointment of an organizing secretary,
and m e wider place s which were toreshadows
of the Church’s operations h re for the ftuture.
We trast that the spinitso eviientan the Synodd
will spread thronghout the Church, pervade all
its members and excite a missicna'y enthust
asm in every diocese and parnish.  FFor better
organization and much greater hberality on the
part of church people there i1s a pressing need,
and we hope to see both these as the result of
the steps taken by the General Synod. The
field 1s wide, the opportunity great, the respon
sibility even greater, and we hope to sce men,
able and fitted for the work, and money sufh-
cient for all needs, placed at the disposal of our
missionary society for its operations both at
home and abroad. In the way of adaptation a
beginning has been made by an addition of
some special prayers and services for local use,
before very long probably, in the way of an ap-
pendix to the Book of Common Prayer.  Last
but not least, as a result of the Syunod, is the
able and eloquent pastoral letter addressed by
our Fatherin (God, in the name of the Holy
Trinity to the clergy and laity of the Church.
It 1sa timély u'terance on questions of great
moment to the Church and to Christians gener-
ally, and will, we trust, be read and pondered
by all faichful members of the Church, and
every sincere Christian. [t s congratalatory
on the work and the unity of the Synod, and
expressive of gratitude to Alnmighty God tor the
abundant blessing vouch-afed to its deiiber-
ations. ¢ .\t last,” 1t exclaims, *“the Church
in Canada is nearly one.” One in fiirh and
doctrine ; one in unity of spirit and orzaniza-
tion from all the wid: linits of this great D>-
minion. At last,” after many doubgs and
difficultigs, after inany prayers an i labours, this
great end has be:n accomplished. Our Fath:r
in God dweit on the need of the Chuarch, and
especially on the need for iiberality in giving.

Our gifts for missionary objects have been

indeed beggarly, and the iuterest of the wealthier

members of our Church has nyt be:n, if we
judge by their offerings, to any extent excited.
But this, we trust, is all of the past, and that
with the supply of information and the right
use of organization much more adequte results
will be attained.  On such vital sabjects as
the one observance ot the Lord’s Day b, all
classcs of society, as to the need for more
regard for the authority and veracity of God's
written word, and for instruction in the same
of our children in the home, day school, Surday
school and university, it speaks with no uncer-
tain sound, and coming from the source it docs,
will, we trust, receive the attention which the
speakers and the subjects they speak of demand
at the hands of all serious minded people.
The Synod of Montreal will pass into history,
we believe, marking an epoch in the history of
the Churchin this country, and from 1t, we
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THE COLONIAL CONFERENCE

\ arious opinions have been -expressed as to
the results attained by the recent Colonial Cop.
ference. ‘\(_)mg’. express dlsappointment,
bec use more immediate results have not been
attained.  Others do not hesitate to regard it as
unsu -cessful, and some to whom the wish is
father to the thought publi:ly proclaim it a
failure and a fizzle. The anti-imperialist, who
does not sympathize with that remarkable
movement 1n which the things that tend
towards unity have overcome that which make
for separation, finds comfort in the slow march
of ¢vents, and many Americans whose commer-
cial selfishness is gratified by the free access
comparatively they have to the British markets,
while they jealously guard their own, would
like to think also, that in this regard at least
there may be no change. Those who have
studied the matter more closely, and listened
to the utterances of the leading participators
in the Conference have no such pessimistic
feelings in regard to it. In the first place it
was a great gain and advantage that the
Colonial representatives, who live so far apart,
and whose interests are so diverse, should come
together, and face to face with each other and
the nuisters of the home~government, under
the presidency of  Mr. Chamberlain discuss
those questions of mutual interest, which
concern all parts of a widely .extended Empire.
The importanc® of such a meeting in removing
misunderstandings, 1n guiding fature legislation
and forthering mutual co-operation cannot be
exaguerated. The wisdom of moving slowly,
as expresscd by Lord Salisbury, was recognized,
and the fri-ns ot Imperial Fe leration feel that
it will be a growth, rather than something
forged an I manufactured. That there was such
a Conference and that similiar  conferences
are to be held at stated intervals is a step
forward in the right direction. Aund then
judg'ng by the published report, which does
not convey the full significance of this remark-
o, it was not so barren of results,

able gathenng,
as some imagine and perhaps secretly desire.
The most important subject doubtless was that
of inter-Tmperial trade. In the way of this,
with frie trade lEngland on the one side, and
with Colomal tariffs on the other, no doubt
there dte difficuliies which it will take both time
But a
resolution in favor of preferential trcatment.of
the products of the Empire within the Empire
was passed, and in time no doubt will hegr
fruit. The Conference, it must be borne 10
mind, cannot regulate the people of Great
Britain, and the Colonigs are not go\ erned by 'a
conference, and till the Premiers meet their

governments and parliaments we cannot expect
s within

and statesmanship to overcome.

any change in existing trade relation
the Empire. - Changes of this nature f:Qme
slowly, especially under the trade (;qumqns
whigi## have grown up in the British Egpire:
but we are confident that the time for change
has come, though perhaps slowly, and that the
members of the Empire will gradually have
trade advantages over foreign nations. The
next important matter before the Conference
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