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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
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“ When Jesus was twelve \enru\
old, they went up to Jerusalem,
according to the custom of the feast,
Who will not be struck with admira
tion for the Holy Family, when read
ing these lines in the Gospel ? Jesus, |
the new Lawgiver, the very Son of |
God, equal to His Father in all |
thinge, obays His earthly pnmuw,i
Joseph and Mary, and goes to Jeru
galem to celebrate the accustomed
fenst of the season. Soon new feasts \

would be celebrated, but He had not |
a8 yet abolished the customs and
ceremonies of the Old Law, and, eo
long a8 it existed, it was to be
obeyed. Hewasnotboundby anylaw,
but as His Father hai ordained, at
the present time He wished His
parents to aci and maselt to obey.
There ia more in this inetanca of onr
Divine Lord's actions than the world
of to wont to follow. Here is
an e ation of absoluta obedi
en and fulfilment of God'a law
the world w d like to obey a8 it
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the greatest and best
of his accomplishments and institu
tions. When there comes failure, as
is often the case, his successors con-
gider him to have made a mistake,
and their method of reform is to
destroy the original and to substitute
gsomething new. Men have endeav-
ored to extend this method to the
worke and laws of God, and, of
ocourge, have erred, We must always
bear mind that God's works are
perfect—man <nu not improve them
in any respect wl ever. God, in
His inflnite intelligence and with
power utely unlimited, does |
what is best in the best w When
it appears that His wor decay
ing—or His laws unsuited it should
be only a gounding note that man is
failing hig obedience to God's
eternal deorees and in his respeot for
them and is losing the right concep-
tion of God & His worke.
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If o reform ever were nesded, it was
not in the Church, nor in her prac-
tices and laws a8 given to her by
God, but among the people claiming
adherence to her, or standing afar
from her and loudly denouncing her
impraocticability and her guperatiti-
ous rites. They are like the Phari-
gees who claimed that Christ worked
through the devil. How fortunate
should man coneider himself in hav
ing & Church that an infallib le, m
changing God bas establish
What would we be if we had to subd
mit to the ideas of man in matters of
religion? What are the religions of
man today the producta of dis-
ordered braing, or the results of vio
lations of the sacred lawas of charit.?
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of reform regarding her and of her ‘ For centuries, therefore, did the best ‘1

betterment are but signs of our pride
snd our unwillingness to subject

| ourselves to her

The example set us by the Holy
Family is the one to follow. There
gshould be no question of righteous-
neis, no discussion
but willing obedience.
not obey, we shall be
gpiritually A we muet
legitimate demands of nature In
order to live physically, eo must we
obey the demands of our Church in
order to live and thrive spiritually.
We need not expect to face God on
judgment dasy and flnd His smile
| benig
| fault wnh and disobeyed His laws as
given us through His C hurch.
| Imagine our confusion in the realiza
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and wisest men of all nations adhere |
to the central truth of the divinity |
with their very lite-blood |
defend it and guard l.l
corruption, Fuall well did
know that with it there is|
bound up all that ie true and good |
and ennobling in human nature
thoat it ie, as Mr, W, E, Gladstone 80 |
well said, " the only hope of our |
wayward race
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and not » human |
and that it ie only by the |

activity . of divine and
vital energies that it can be kept

. | trom straying from the right pM.h

attempt to reform His Church, and |
| bad endeavored to change things

rather than
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after our own fancies,
conform to His
What we have,
congequently it is good. If it does
not seem to us to be what it should
be, let us conecientiously examine
our own gelves, and we ehall find
that it is we who are not what we
ghould be.
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geientific fact t
airily disposed of the traditional doc-
trine of the fall of man, declaring
that man is struggling not to
regain a lost perfection, but to
realize the divinely appointed end of
the whole terrestrial process.’

But, as we might have concluded
from a glance at the history of the
rise and decay of all ancient here
gies, the process of disruption does
not stop the It is not merely of
the fundamental verities ot the Chris
tian religion which is denied. Other
and even more important or are
included in the work of destruction
and are shown to be untenable in
the light of this same mode ience.
In a publication hailing from Eng
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the dogma of the divinity of C

and that it is upon the belist in this

dogma that our Christian civilization

been built up ? With its rejec

tion or disbelief we are most cer-

tainly back in pageanism.

We all know the condition of the
world befora Chr c With a
civilization, a flourishing com-

and a general outward reflne

wae ociated a depravity
whioh defled all human remedies.
' We gee,” writes Niebuhr, the great
an of Rome, ‘' that things had
come to point at which no earthly
power could affor help. Even
as they did not retain God
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mony. Scientific men and mis- !
guided theologiane may dangle before
the minds of men the picture of |
a purely human Chriet of purely
human origin and autbority, The | (
unreflecting masses may welcome |
hie presentation ag more conforma
ble to what they are pleased to call
enlightened methode of thought ; but
they will find,and,indeed,someofthem |
are nlready finding, that such a pre
entation not .merely contrary

fact and truth, but that it is one
fsem which no right-thinking man |
and nation can derive enduring
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the religious upheaval
th century the Catholic :
1 practically to aseume |
attitnde in such ecuntries |
as Germany, Eagland and the Scand. |
inavian nations. Thosa countries
abandoned their hereditary belief
yielded to the new “reformed” dooc-
and ever after treated the
Church of God as an enemy.
But Protestantiem never succeeded
in undermining the faith of the
Latin or the ic races. Today,
a8 in the da ;ather and Calvin,
these two are on the whole |
attached to the "uthn'lc religion, and
whether their pc ations be fervent
or lukewarm, they have invariably
turned their faces away from Pro
testantism. T} who have suc
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ed, the firet generation jealously
adbhered to the doctrines and prac
tices they bad brought with them
across the ocean, but as the outcome
of the conditions just mentioned and
of social contact with people posees-
sing all forms of religious belief, the
| or third generation only too
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often became the victims of indiffer-
entism, mixed marriages, and so on,
| and ag Saint Paul describes it, ‘'made
ghipwreck concerning the faith/
There are in America many children
of Catholic immigrants of the last
century who no longer belong to the
Catholio faith
And vet, notwithetanding this
leakoge, ours is etill numerically the
largess denomination on this conti-
| nent, and it would be folly to sit |
down with folded arms and content
ourselves with deploring our losses.
T'he duty of Catholics today is not
to hold to their own in
numbers and in influence, bul to fry
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for we possess the truth which neede
only to be known to be accepted
by men of good will. The intellect is
made for truth and should not resist
truth when presented in the right
way., "'How cen a man who reads
history and believes in Chriet, know
ing that He eetablished His Church

with s promige that it would last for
ever, yet remain outeide of
and afflinte himeell with
organizations founded by men and

“tl’m'hh)g doctrines that are denials

of the fundamental teachings of the
Thie is a question
which every non-Catholic should put
to himegelf, for he is bound in con-
science to answer it. It is also &
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question which should be uppermost |

in the minds of zealous Catholics
in their relations with their Protest-
ant neigbors, and it should be taot
fally put every time the opportunity
presents iteelf.

Now thie is a taek which need not
be restricted to the Catholie clergy
who may be depended upon to do
thelr duty ; it is one
terest the rank and the flle in
Church. Lay Catholics ghould also
become aggressive in the apostolic
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\nother thing whi
factor in the d nce
the good example
neigbors by Catholics
ful to their religion.

people cuteide the fold are
pressed by the rigor of our
regarding charity and commutative
justice. They are impressed by the
sacrifices ,we make for the religious
training of our children. They
impressed by the magnitude
colleges, convents,
lums and other institations. Wa
know how deep is the impression
made on Protestants by the spectacle
given by our tens of thousands who
go to Mase in all Sunday weathers.
All these impressions are worth
oultivating. Example leads to imi-
tation ; nay more, exampls is often
the first sparkofgrace granted to souls
craving for truth. Would that all
COatholice could realize what a strong
influence the fearless profession of
their faith gives them among their
non-Catholic mneighbore ! On the
day of Judgment they will ba
called to answer not merely for
their sing of commission bul also
for their sine of omission, that is to
say, for the good which they might
have done and which they left
undone. The prospect of being
oalled to account for his sins of
omigsion filled with apprehengion
the great St. Charles Borromeo while
he wae on his deathbed. In truth
the same prospect should be enough
to make us all take a retrospeoctive
glance now and then, and seriously
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may possibly be doing by our word

and our exsmple to prevent the\
spread of God's Church on earth,

but also what we are omitting to do

which might be done in favor of the |
object. We should, at lenst |
during the present month, ne loyal

of the Church and in |
to our Holy Father's
resolve to defend our faith
Ina
mixed population llke ours cccasions
often present themselves; let us not |
be*found wanting when these occa

gions arise.
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E. J. DEVINE, 8. J.
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TRIBUTE PAID TO POPE
BENEDICT

The November issue of Current
Opinion has an interesting article on
the Holy Father. It i enbtitled |

3enedict XV, : The Most Influential
Pope Since the Reformation.” It ‘
quotes many foreign papers and
gives a good summary of the Pope's
public and private life. The article
in part is as follows

“The Sovereign Pont!{f who
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the most
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able then and only then to dismiss
from his mind the anxieties of the
pontificate to listen to the anecdotes
or stories of which he is fond and to |
talk with men bhave visited
fished in distent
rivers. Conversation can scarcely
be eald to take place on such occa
gions for the Pope is by unatural pro
pensity a listener and by ter
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‘For a period of five hours,|
extending to one o'clock in the after
noon, the Pope is working., He may ‘
have an enormous mMAass corres
pondence on his detk. He may have
a series of important audiences with
prelates or pilgrims from all over the
world. He may have a plan to an
nounce, & ceramony to conduct in S¢t. |
Peter's, a congultation with reference |
to eome coritical appointment. Thess
details are always saccordicg fto
schedule and the arrangements must
be made quite in advance. The only
mania the Pope hae, we read in the
Giornale of Rome, is for thorough-
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the subject of his letters. If he can-
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The Tortures of Dyspepsia
Relieved By “Fruit-a-tives”
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