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ing sin upon sin I have fled to & spot so
yotired that the pack of my passions
could wearcely be let Joose on me."’

It was to seek the distraction of the
woods that he went, one June worping
in 1905, into the forest after a week of
frighttal dissipation, He carried with
him the Divine Comedy to while away
the time. He had always regarded it
as & beautiful fairy tale, set into poetry
by the genius ¢f Dante. Ile began to
read the second canto of the Purga-
torio, where the poet sings of the
advent of the angel’s boat to the shor
ol Purgatory—drifting without cars to
wards the place of purification.

{“pon the gtem gtood the Celestial pilot,
Beatitude seenr ed written in his face;

And more than a hundred spirits sat within
+ In exitu Israel de Kgypto!”

They chanted all together with one voice,
And whatso in that psalm is after written,

The word ; came to him as a wessage
of grace. As he read them a shu'der
passed over him. He trembled from
bead to foot. Kemorse and uaspeak-
able joy overflowed into his soul. The
faith of Dante was challenging bim to
Jay down the weight of his sios and to
begin with sweat and labor, yet, with
desire, to climb the terraces of purifi
cation.

The impression of grace, vivid as it
was, quickly faded. That very after-
noon one of his literary friends called

council of conspiring politicians, pre-
¢ided over by a man who was wont, in
his speeches and articles, to make s
brave parade of his fair ess and toler
nuce, Thero were some preveut at the
meeting who, taking him too literally
perhaps, were complaining of the de-
lays in forwarding the policy of com
plete separation of Church and State,
with its programme of despoilivg the
secular clergy and eilencing Catholic
worship throughout Krance., *‘ Give
us time, we will quietly strangle the
priests, without ceasing to talk of
liberty, and better than that, we will
manage to represent to the country
that they were the first to begin the
mischiel,”  Tuis cynical avowal of
what the world now koows to have
heen the deliberate policy of the Bloe
filled him wich loathing. His tempta
tion to sell himself to the party van
ithed then, and never returned to him,

He broke off his connection too at
this period with the aati clerical press.
Once indeed he departed from grace
in this matter by writing an article
holding up to ridicule the caltus of
the Blessed Virgio as it appears in
Huyswaus' last book, *‘Les fonles de
Lourd.s,”” Bat this fall was occasioned,
it would appear, rather by wani of
woney than by aa acute return of irre-
ligion, He pald the price of this re-

¢n him and proposed a walk round the
chatean., Dnring the course of their
conversation, this friend confided to
Retté his diesatisfaction with the
scientific irreligion that was beginning
o lose his adhesion. Christianity had
presented itself to his mind as a pos-
sible solution of bis doubts and disturk-
Rette was astounded. It

Ance. was as
{ this man was a living replica of his
ywn troubled self. Here was a great
opportnaity. Buat the evil spirit ross

swered th
any of cultured bla

y of Greek polythe
sous quotation from
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p him, and he
ig friend by a 1
bemy, a pau
ism, and an o

ne of hig own

:l aAMms in
Blessed Virgin was reviled,
His friend was shaken by this torrent

i words, and before he left, Rette had
supplied bim with a 118" of books which
rere caleulated to counteract hs ris-
pg Christian tendencies. From this
time, however, it is evident that the
stroggle which was being enacted in
is sonl, entered upon a more definite
stage. Dante had given him a glimpse,
not only of Christian penange, but also
)i Catholic Faith.

He perce ved that the path of his
salvation lay in the direction ol the
Catholiec Church. Soon we flad this
thuught takiog form in his meditations.
He went early cne mornivg Lo his be-
loved forest to tbink out his position,
and this was the form in which his
itherto vague groping towards the
zood tock coherent shape:

From the day when men first asked
themselves the question why were we
put into the world, a handred religions
and as many philosophies have
tempted to answer it. Their solutions
have been varions, according to the
surroundings, tho cumstincos, the
fashions, and above all the caprices of

at-

the human mind, Beliefs have been
born, have developed, and have per
ished. Reason and science have ex

erted themselves to give an explana-
tion of the universe. Never have they
succeeded in establishing anything,
since a thoory that was held yesterday
as a trath is replaced by a new hypoth
esis to-day, and this will be ounsted
to-morrow by another conjecture.
I'hat is the experience of all time.
But it must be acknowledged that in
the midst of this perpetnal flux, the
Catholiec Church alone remains immov-
able. Its dogmas have existed since
its foundation, They can be found in
substance in the Gospels. Since then
the Apostles and the Fathers have
done nothing more than develop and
strengthen them, framing out of them
a liturgy and a discipline. Mean-
while, scholars and philo-ophers have
given themselves over to continual
disputes, and heretics have never
ceased to rend themselves into a multi-
tude of sects, in which each interprets
God in his own fashion. For nineteen
centuries this has been going on. The
Church maintains its belief intact,
while around it doctrines and theories
whirl like dead leaves blowa about by
2 cyclone.

Then meditating on his own unhappy
country, Rette opened his eyes to the
state of misery to which the eighteenth
century philosophy, and its practical
application during the Revolution, had
reduced it, Ideals, religion, the safe

quards of civie and family life have
But
what had taken their place ? Anarchy
and disruption were rife, and the Age

been thrown into the melting:pot.

f Gold promised and prophesied by
the sentimentalists seemed as far off
A4 ever it was.

““ What did Balzac conclude from it
all 2 Nothing short of this ; that the
Church, which has remained unshaken,
is alone capable of lighting' a beacon
whose brightness would avall to lead
tbrough this fog the
drifted vessels.”
ing a truth which the Charch had

never tired of proclaiming from the

beginning, that outside of her no sal-
s+ Vation could be found.

We find our poet in the March of
1006 leaving his forest retreat for the
tapital, which, in spite of some com
Vensations, he heartily loathed.
W .4 2ceompanied thither by ** the lady
with dark eyes''—his evil genius.

'here he was confronted with anothe

fave kept him in his misery for ever.
he extremists whom he had served

(he

¥ his pen were in power, and hard at
#ork at their business of severing the
Clemenceau
There
was questiqr of providing Rette with a

aithful service in the past
by appointing him to a sinecure in some
He had for
2 long time despised the B oc in his
heart, bat the evil spirit whispered

Chureh from the State.
Jad recovered his ascendancy.

Teward for

department of the State.

there were many others who did so,

and who yet did not soruple to make a
One
hypocrite more or less, he reasoned,
He
Soon felt, however, that too much
hypoorisy was demanded of him by

good living out of it for all that.

Wwould make no great difference.

these masters.
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The last phase was upon him, We
100d not follow its details ; for it is
the old duel botween flesh and spirit
which is familiar to as in the ancient
pages of St. Aupustin :

| was sick and tormented, reproach-
ing myself wore bitterly cvhan ever,
rolling and writhi ny chain till it
shou'd be utterly broken, for at pr
ent, though it all bat snapped, it held me
tight. Aond Tbou, O Lord, w n my
inmost heart urging with austere pity,
the scourge of fear aud shawe, lest I
should fall once wore, avd the rest of
my wocn avd slender fetter, instead >i
breaking, should again grow strong and
bind me faster than before. For 1
kept saying within myseli, ** Let it be
now, let it be now," and as I spoke the
word I was on the very verge of re-
solve : I was about to aet, yeo I did
pot act. Suill, 1 did not step back into
my former indiffsrence, but stood close
and fresh breath., I tried again,
and came a little and a little closer, I
could ali but touch and attain to the
winning post. Yot I did not gaite
touch it, or reach it, becawse I still
shrank from dying unto death and liv
ing uotii life, and what was worse in
me was stronger because it was in
grained, and what was bsiter in me
was yot untrained. Awud the moment
which was to make me different
afirighted me more the nearer it drew,
but it no longer repelled or dannted me,
it only chilled me.

** The cloud of memories '"—past
sing, present weakness, shame, human
respect, bore down unpon Retié, The
unworthine:s and the fascination of his
female companion d¢epened his melan-
choly and retarded his advancs. Yet
he was advancing. He took the
weapon of prayer, he gained a settled
conviction of the Providence of God,
he invoked the Blessed Virgin. The
Cbristian that had heen born in him
begau to grow strong, the old pagan in
him was slowly dying. The orisis
which decided all was more lurid than
that of the great African’s conver-
sion. The woman Lad been dismissed
and temptation from that source was
removed. Then a spiritual abandon.
ment settled down upon him like a dark
cloud. The vast serenity of the forest
now gave him no consolation. The
forces of evil gathered for their iast
assavlt. Under stress of this terrible
melancholy, fatigned as he was by the
long continual strain, he listened to
the tempter who counselled suicide. He
was preparing to make away with him
self when the great grace came, this
time overpowering, compelling. So
plain was its call that he knew that
God was saving him from bodily and
from spiritual deatc, The rest is a
familiar tale—edifying, but unexoiting.
Francois Coppés is the Catholic friend
who introduces him to a priest. Retté
finds the old Abbe at St. Sulplece very
kind and sympathetic. He learas to
make the sign of the Cross, and is in-
structed in the creed. .ie prays in the
churches, he makes his confession, and
receives his first Communion.

Then he departs from Paris to Ar-
bonne, in his favorite forest to write
his book of thanksgiving and expiation.
It is probable we shall hear of him
again before long, for it is reported
that he intends to publish his first vol
ame of Chris'ian poems. He is anxions
| to devote his talent to the cause h¢

) attack d, and to ald in bringing
¢k his unhappy comniry to a better
mind, There is no want of scope for
his talent, for, Heaven knows, religion
in Franes has urgent need of able and
courageous delerdors.—Delta in The
Month.
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Speaking of cert.n Protestant writ-
ers of his day, Cardinal Nawman says
that with them ** Mistiuess '’ is the
mother of wisoom A man who can set
down half a dozeu g« al propositions
which escape frow sstroying one
another only by beiny dilated with
troisms, who never euunciates a truth
without guarding himself from being
supposed to exclude the contradictory.
This is your safe man, ete., ete.”” The
careful reader will not fail to recognize
In these t~rde of Newman ar cxant
pen-picture of to-days's oracular dis-
pensers of ** Undegmatic '’ Christianity.

AVOIDING STARVATION.

Though the reorgauization of the
French Chureh is progressing satisfac-
torily, there are, says the Paris corres-
dondent of the Dablin Irish Catholie,
many poor dioceses in which the col
lection of the Diervier da Cuite has
failed to produce the sums required for
the payment of even the small salary
necossary to enable the parish priests
to keep body and sou! together. It is
true that a couple ol weeks ago the
interdiocesan committee met in Paris
to distribute the surplus funds of the
rich dioceses amongst the less favored
regions, but delays in transwiting the
monoy and the insufficient amount
whieh will in the end find its way
into the pockets of the isolated priests
living in out of the way villages bas
led a large number of those who offic
iate at the altar to seek the weans of
earning a living without compromising
their holy profession. Scli help is
always praiseworthy, but there is some-
thiuvg sad in the kvowledge that the
men who devote their lives to the ad-
ministration of the sacraments—the
baptism of children, the marriage of
the adults, the shriving of the dying,

old co'lege at Quebec has three worthy
suceessors in 8. Mary’s Collega, Mon
treal, for the French speaking stu.
dents, founded in 1848 ; S'. Boniface
College, Manitoba, for students of both
languages, founded in 1885, and Loy-
ola College, Montreal, for KEnglish-
speaking studeats, founded in 1896
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A METHODIST BISHOP.

MISCONSTRUES THE DEVOTION OF
ATHOLIC SISTERHOOD 3
Toledo, 0., Sept. 26.—* I want to |

see every white-veiled Sister of Mercy
in the Roman Catholie Church matehed
by a white tied Deaconess in the Meth-
odist Chureh,” said Bishop Berry, in
addressing the Central Ohio Methodist
Conference this morniog, on behalf of
the Dearconess Home and Hospital,

“]1 am informed that half o
Protestants who go into' the Roman
Catholic Church go through contact
with the Sisters in the Catholic hospi
tals. cure the body is not the
ultimate object of these women, but to

the

cure the soul, and I am conviuced that
their | ital is the most powerful
propaganda in that church, I do not
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grammes, prospectuses, ete. Abbe
Gadel, of Poncieux, in the Ain, has
patented a liquid for removing stains
from cloth, and Abbs Tartus, of Meri-
gnas, in the Gironde, has invented a
new and, it is said, delicions perfume.

THE JESUITS IN CANADA.

By a decree of Very Rev. Father
Wernz, general of the Soclety of Jesus,
dated August 15, the Canadian mission
of the society is erected into a provines,
with all the rights, faculties and pri-
vileges of the other New World provin-
ces of New York and Missouri. By the
samo decrce the North Alaska mission
of the society is detached from the
proviace of Tarin and joined to the
new province, Hitherto the Canadian
Jesuits formed only an *‘ independent ”’
mission, and were without any direct
representation in the general congrega-
tions, in which all the more important
business of the order is transacted.

The unew province, although with
that of New Orieans the latest to at
tain its full development, has neverthe.
less a glorious history, extending back
some three hundred years, while its
roster contains some of the most illus.
trious names in the annals of the
Sociaty of Jesus. The first Jesuits to
set foot on Canadian soil, were Fathers
Biard and Masse, who landed at Port
Royal in 1611, Then followed for the
space of half a century an era of the most
heroie labors for the conversion of the

Iodians. It is to this pericd that be-
long such wen Boebenf, the Lale-
mant, Dauviel, Joguos, Goupil, Dablon,
Chaumonot, R 1eau, Bressani, Le
Mloyne ar hers ; examples, all

of them, of the most exalted type of
heroism, and some of them, we fondly
trust, soon to be declared by the in-
fallivle volce of Christ's Vicar, marty
of Holy Church, In 1635, in spite of
the ifold diffienlties of the 1
they opened at Quebec the first eollege
in North Anmerica, which contioved its
beneficial work nutil the
their order—in 1772,
The society o' Josus was restored in
1814, and in 1842, at the earnest solici-
tation of the s«intly Bishop Bourget,
the Jesuits returned to Canada. Sioce
then their growth and progress has
been steady aod sure. Whereas, at
the time of the suppression of the
society, thore were in Canada only
twenty one Jesnits all told, there are
vow almost three hundred, while the
various residences, missions, stations,
ebe., stroren all the way from Quobeo
to St. Michael's, Alaska, a distance of

mat

guppression of

more than five thousand miles, The

their adherence to their own Church.
Every year far more Protestants are
cared for at St, Elizabeth Hospital than
members of the Catholic Chureh ; and
of the thousands who bave in the past
year sought this haven of refuge, but a
very small proportion have been re-
ceived into the Catholic Church.
Protestant miuvisters are frequent visit
ora to the hospital, called there by the
members of their churches and every
facility is accorded them.

It is quite true that a small propor-
tion of patients join the Catholic
Church, but is this to be wondered at
when they are brought into close con-
tact with the holy lives of these good
Sisters, who have left home and friends
and ccnsecrated themeelves forever
more to the service of the poor and the
gick, because the Master wills it ?
Men naturally judge a religion by its
results, and in this busy age they seek
a religion that does things, and a
Church that accomplishes as much as
the Catholic Church in her many-sided
charity will always gain adherents.
The whitetied deaconesses will do more
to win followers of the Maethodist
Church than their Bishop who sneers
at the Hospital Sisters. How unworthy
of a man of God is the assertion that
all the laborions work of the Sisters is
but a sham and a subterfuge for entic-
ing people into the Church.

The first aim of vhe Sisters is to re-
lieve human snflering, to soothe the
fover-agonized brow, and to win weak-
ened and exhausted natures back to
health ; and if in addition to this, they
can be of aid in bringing the peace of
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God to sin-burdened souls as they draw | est course to foliow

DRUGGISTS

y proved a very material help to me
I started out to make my way in the
world,” Kx'ract from a letter jnst received
from a graduate whose salary is $5,000 a year
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