
They have tried in vain to crush her, 
from the days of the Roman Caesars to 

tub storms ok those of the present government of 
Ctlhll IrillKM TRUE

she has witnessed, while her own 
divine constitu i »n has remained un­
altered, Of her w) can truly say in 
the words of the Psalmist ; ‘They 
shall perish, but thou i.mor.est; 
and all of then shall grow eld is a 
garment. And as a venture thou «halt 
change them and they will be changed* 
But thou art alw lys the same, and thy 
years shall not fail. The children of 
thy servants shall continue' and their 
seed shall be directed forever. ’

4 In the brightest days of the repub­
lic of pagan I tome the Roman 
with pride: 4 l am a Roman citizen. * 
This was his noblest title, lie was 
proud of the republic, because it was 
venerable in yoirs, powerful in the 
number of its citiz- ns and d !.-*>. ir guis ti­
ed lor the wisdom of its -tatoamon.

THE CHURCH HAS NO FEAR.either trace biok their «teps a» they did 
eftertha great Revolution, II the new 
state el thing» prove» a disappolntmen t, 
or take np another idea to occupy their 
activity. Such has been the case In 
the paet, and aueh will it bo in the 
future a» long a» tke French retain 
their racial characteristic»."

Father Vabre conclude» from those 
principle» that, with a cause which 

them, easily

heart-rending scenes of misery, sadden­
ed him. Ills greatest pleasure was in 
seeing among the well to do citizens of 
the cities he visited—men ard women, 
to whom he had administered the 
pledge, in Ireland, years before, and 
whose faithful observance of it bad 
secured them good positions in the 
New World. To many of then ho was 
able to briny tldi.igs of th*ir kindred, 
for he never forget a face ho bad 
known.

in spice of his shattered health he 
toiled in America, as ho had toiled at 
home, and with the like happy results. 
The United States Senate gave him a 
place within the Bar—a privilege 
which had before only been conferred 

Lafayette, and tho President onte% 
tained him at a banquet to meet a num­
ber of tho foremost m in, all eager to 
know the Apostle. Ilis stay in Amer­
ica lasted two years and a half, for he 
visited twenty live States of the Union, 
and administered the pledge to half a 
million of people. For a short time of 
re pise he dwelt in tho solitude 
of the foroits oi Arkansas, where he 
said Mass in the open air under the 
canopy of heaven, with a congregation 
of only four pers ons.

On his return to Ireland Father 
Mathew, now grown too invalided to 
be allowed to continue his mission, was 
induced to take up his residence with 
his brother Charles at Lohenagh House 
near Cork. There, surrounded by the 
loving caro and ministrations of his 
family, who dii ail that was possible to 
comfort his last fad years, he awaited 
the coming of Death like a man whose 
life's work was d ’no, and who pined for 

though he could no longer

Moderates, and thus matters have gone 
from bad to woiso for religion and the 
Church, till at last the tie which bound 
Church and State togi 11er has been 
severed.

During all this period tho most noisy 
politicians have addressed di»- nirses to 
the poople representing th «murch as 
th friend of reaction and monarchy, 
and have thus, with the backing of a 
p'Vjrlul and malicious press, repre­
ss nled the clergy as the loo of freedom, 
au 1 have tuoccedei in increasing tie 
Socialistic party at every election.

The majority of the people stand by 
tho Republic, and will continue so to 
do unless they greatly change their 
minds.

We need not seriously fear tho do 
abruption of tho Catholic faith in 
France. Indeed, many of tho clergy 
believe it will flourish better than ever 
hluce being freed, In name at least, from 
governmental oppression The aliena­
tion of tho people frim religion will be 
only teinptraiy, and the church will 
regain what it has lost soon after a 
resolute and earnest leader shill be 
found to advocate the political rights 
of the Catholic people and church, 
while tho clergy attend to the spiritual 
needs of the nation.

HUE HAS WEATHERED 
CENTURIES — SHE 
SCIENCE—SPLENDID SERMON OF HIS 
KM 1 yK.VCE CARDINAL GIRHONH.

France.
,4 Many persons Labor under tho erro­

neous impression that tho crowned
Ballf'>i ire, Md., dan. 8.—Cardinal heads of Europe have boon the unvary- 

Gibbon3 sermon at High Mass at tho ing supporters of the church, and that 
Cathedral yesterday was on the text: U their protection were withdrawn she 
“Thy throne, O Goi, is forever and would collapse. So far from tho church 
ever." (Hebrews i, 8 ) The sermon bo ng sheltered behind earthly thrones, 
was delivered in his usual clear and her worst enemies have been, with 
forcible style and was listened to at­
tentively by a largo congregation.

Ifo said in part :
44 The unceasing duration of tl e 

church of Christ is frequently foretold 
in «acred Scripture. The angel Gabriel 
announces to Mary that Christ ‘shall 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and oi is kingdom there shall bo uj 
end.’ Our Saviour said to Peter :
4 Thou art Peter, and u 3on this rock 
I w-11 build my church, and tho gate-i 
of hell shall not prevail against it.1 
Our blessed Lord clearly intimates here 
that the church is destined to be as 
sa;lcd always, but to be overcome, 
never.

“In the last words recorded of cur 
Redeemer in the Gospel of St. Matthew, 
the same prediction is strongly repeat­
ed and tho reason of :he Church's in 
dofoctibility is fully expressed: 4 Go 
jo, teach all nations * 
hold I am with you all days, even to 
the consummation of the world.' This 
sentence contains three important de­
clarations: First the presence of
Christ witli His church, 4 Behold I am 
with you’; secuud, His constant 
soi co, without an interval of ono day's 
absence, ‘ 1 am with you all days'; 
third, liis perpetual presence to the 
end oi tho world, and consequently ;ho 
perpetual duration of the Church, even 
to the consummation of tho world.’

it follows that the true Church 
must have existed from the beginning ; 
it must have had not one day's interval 

pended animation or separation 
Ihrist, and must live to tho end

some honorable exceptions, so called 
Christian princes,who wore nominal chil­
dren of the church. They chafed under 
her salutary discipline ; they wished to 
be rid of her yoke, because she alone 
in-- times of oppression had the power 
and the courage to stand by the rights 
of the people and place her breast as a 
wall against the encroachments of their 
rulers. With calm confidence wo can 
say with the Psalmist: ‘Why have the 
gentiles raged, and the people devised 
vain things ? The kings of tho earth 
stood up, and the princes met together 
against the Lord and against llis 
Christ. Let us break their bonds 
asunder and let us cast away their 
yoke from us.1

SCIENCE NO FOE OF THE CHURCH.
“ Is the Church unable to cope with 

modern inventions and the mechanical 
progress of tho twentieth oentuiy ? 
We are often told so, but, far from hid­
ing our heads, like tho ostrich in tho 
sand, at the approach of these inven­
tions, w ) hail them as messengers 
Ond and will use them as providential

sailappeals strongly to 
dazzled as they aie by a strong per 
aouality, they will folios to the death 
a leader who hold» thorn spell bonit). 
Thus they ucfllt chirgly followed a 
Clovt», a Charlemagne, a ti. U rnard, a 

of Arc a» char pions of a great

on
What a su' joct of greater glory to bo a 
citizen of the republic of the church, 
which has lasted for twenty centuries 
and will continue till time shall be no 
more which counts her millions of chil­
dren in every clime ; which numbers 
her heroes and her martyrs by the 
thousands ; which has raised up in 
every ago saints conspicuous for their 
supernal wisdom, compared with which 
the wisdom of this world is bub folly ; 
which associates you with tho Apostles 
and saints. You are no mote strangers 
and foreigners, but you are fellow- 
citizens with tho saints and the domes­
tics < f God, built upon tho foundation 
of tho prophets and Apostles, Jesus 
Christ Himself being tho chief corner­
stone. Though i

Joan
and with similar leaders theycause,

would again become staunch champions 
o! the Papacy, bravo knights of the 

heroic defenders of the father-Cross, or
land ; but with a Robespierre, a Gam­
betta, a Combe» at their head, they will 
as easily be ruthless murderers of a 
king, rabid republicans, or uncomprom­
ising Socialists.

Ho points out that so far back as 
February, 1871, the first elections under 
the rewly formed Republic of France 
resulted in a decided preponderance of 
(jontervative deputies. Tho country 
needed men of “ sterling character, un 
questionable honesty, and peaceful di- 
position.” The Republicans at first 
elected were but a weak minority, bat 
the majority were a heterogeneous 
assembly of Orleanists, Legitimists 
and Royalists of other dynastic pro 
dileotions. Tho BmapartLsts were, 
however, in a hopeless minority.

* * and be-

ot
ifced from earthly

instruments for the farther propagation relatives an d parents, you need novor
bo separated from her. She is ever 
with us to comfort us. She said to us 
what her divine Spiuso said to llis 
Apostles; ‘Bahold, I am with you all 
days, oven to tho consum

of tho faith.
44 If wo succeeded so well before, 

when wo had no ships but frail canoes, 
no compass but our eyes ; when wo liai 
no roads but eternal snows, virgin 
forests and trackless deserts ; when we 
had no guides save faith and hope and 
God ; if even then wo 
well in carrying the Gospel to the con­
fines of the earth, how much more can 
we do now by the aid of the telegraph, 
steamship! and railroads ?

41 Yes, oh men of genius, we bless 
your inventions ; wo bless you, ye 
modern discoveries, and we will imrress

pro
THE LAST DAYS OF THE APOSTLE 

OF TEMPERANCE.
rest. But 
seek out the drunkard, the sick, and 

suffering, they still know where to 
find him, and to the very end ttune 
who sought him were not sent away un 
satisfied. Nay, even after the final 
stroke oi paralysis had stilled the voice 
which hid pleaded so lovingly and so 
long, Lis dying hand guided to bless 
and sign with the cro-s tho very lait of 
tho millions to whom ho had given the 
pledge.

Ho died on December 8, 1850, in the 
sixty sixth year of his ago, and tho 
forty-second of his ministry, and it Is 
surely not too much to say of him that 
he was mourned by the entire people. 
Clad in his Franciscan habit, and with 
the beauty and peace uf earlier days 

back to his dead face, the Apostle 
state in his own church

of thet'.eFather Theobald Matthew—to read­
ers ot Iiish history there is no more in 
teresting personage than Father 
Matthew, the Apostle of Temperance. 
From the flist his mission 
aud the tamo oi his doiugs at home 
induced B.shops, priests and philan­
thropists to urge him to visit England, 
Scotland, and America. In the former 
country he <;dmiuis.ored the pledge to 

up in arms against the Govern- GUU.OUO persons. In Scotland his mis
sion was as successful, and then came 
his visit Lo the United States.

Father Matthew's embarrassments 
ruled in Paris till May 21st uf the were set at rest for a time b/ the ro 

year, which was suppressed by suits of a public subscription, but from
this time the amazing success which 
bad attended the cau « Iro n its inaugu 

, ration bogati to fag. Father Matthew, 
tho Reign of Terror of 1792, murdering unwilling to run the risk of renewed 
without mercy all who were suspected debt, felt constrained to carfall grants 
of not favoring the cause, the Arch- ko bands, temperance halls, and before 

. , «13 • . * f very long tho terrible famine of ’40blehopol Paris bolngone of the victim., ,ai(^ Irel2ud wa9t0j alld hU energies
it fell short of the Reign of Terror Wôrti drawn away from his immediate 
only in the fact that it did not last so mission, aud absorbed in helping the

people in the awful struggle with 
starvation aud fever, iu wnioh thou 
sands, nay, eve > millons, were worsted. 

Those dark and terrible days when

reded soHe THE OUGHT TO BE'S.
( Writ t,on 

Tmvts by U v. 
Obligation of It 
Guadalupe, 
and unbolii

Thwas a success,
ut hur of " I ho

i. " "Oar Lady 
Joseph," *' risi

L-ln
It w»s because the workingmen of 

Pari» suspected that this majority 
had reactionary design», that they

i rof
f " etc 1

The Indestructibility of the Catholic 
church is truly marvelous and well cal 
culatcd to excite the admiration of you into the service of the church and

say : 4 Lightnings and clouds bless tho
Lotd ; firo and heat bless tho Lord ; all 
ye works of the Lord, bless the Lord ; 
praise and exalt Him above all forever.'

“ The utility of modern inventions to 
the church has been manifested in a 
conspicuous manner. In 1809 the Pope 
called a council of all the Bishops of the 
world. Without the aid of steam it 
would have been impossible for them to 
assemble. By its aid they wero able to 
meet from tho utternu st bounds of tho

OVERDONE.
Tho ssoret society business, iu West 

ern parlance, has run itself Into the 
ground. There is hardly a grown per­
son in the country to day who does not 
belong to some one or other oi tho 
numerous lodges that have sprung up 
on all sides. To the credit of tho 
small lodges, it may be said that they 
have administered a severe blow to the 
pretensions of Masonry.
Masonry is a sorb of rich man’s social 
club, and a poor man has no business 
iu it. It claims to

mont on March 18:h, 187f, and formed every reflecting mind when wo consider 
tho number and variety and tho fortnid 
able power of the enemies with whom 
she has to contend from her very birth 

present time. This fact alone 
stamps divinity on her brow.

what is known as the Commune, which

Marshal McMahon. come
Tho Commune rivalled in atrocity lay in

in Cork, where those among whom he 
had labored so long could take a last 
farewell oi their beloved father and 
friend.
apostolic Theob .ld Mathew, so justly 

generation, still sends

DEADLY FOES WITHIN THE FOLD. Atnori ;au
44 Tho church has been constantly 

engaged in a double warfare—one for­
eign, the other d imestic. In foreign 
war against paganism and infidelity ; 
iu civil strife against heresy and 
schism, fomented by her own rebellion 
children. Fron the Day of Pentecost 
till the victory of Constantine the Great 
over Maxentius, embracing a period of 
atout two hundred aud eighty jears, the 
church underwent a series of ten persec­
utions unparalleled for atrocity in the 
annals of history. Every torture 
that malice could invent was re 

to that every vestige of 
bo eradicated, 

leones ” — 4 The

possess a superior 
brai d of brotherly bonevolorce, but 
tho fact retrains that here, as else­
where, its higher circles to day to tho 
rich and great in tho social and politi­
cal world. Its benefits are largely 
imaginary, and its influence a negative 
quantity in an age which demands, 
above all things, business ability and 
personal integrity. It is still, perhapi, 
within its power to make or unmake a 
politician, but tho honor of such a pro­
ceeding is at bust a very doubtful one.

Tho Iraternal orders do a groat deal 
of positive good, and wore it not for 
their silly rituals and their apings of 
the secret forms of tho condemned 
societies their members would never 
bo called into question by tho authori­
ties of the church. Tne ritual is the 
chief obstacle, and it seems strange 
that mare of those societies have nob 
had sagacity enough to remove this bar 
to Catholic membership.

The name and fame of the
earth.

“But may not the light of the church 
grow pale and be extinguished before 
the intellectual blaze of tho twentieth 
century ? Has she not much to fear from 
1 terat iro, ti e arts and science She has 
always been the patroness of literature 
and the fostering mother of the arts 
and sciences, 
dowed nearly all tho great universities 
of Europe. Not to mention those ot 
the Continent, a bare catalogue of 
which would cover a large spa^e. I 

allude to the universities of

dear to his own 
a thrill to Irish hearts, and is revered 
and cherished by thousands of his 
countrymen 
heard his persuasive v. ice, nor felt the 
clasp of his helpful aud boneflernt hand.

aud women who neverV'Dg.
ft was owing to tho intention mani- 

rested by tho monarchists to bring the
Count de Chambord to the throne | 41 tne hunger ” was rampant over tho

land and iamishad human creatures 
perished for food all over Ireland, are 
heart-tending even to read about, aud 

people with it, yet this turn might not si,an dof bo touched upon hero except 
have been given to public opinion only in relation to how they affected Father 
'.hat the Count de Chambord insisted as | Matthew s mission. With his unbound­

ed love and sympathy for the people,
_ , , , it can readily be imagined how with

that the Bourbon white flag should be OVtin more than his wonted energy ho 
substituted for the tricolor which had gave himself up to the task of alleviat 
been so long tho flag of the French ing the awfnl misery around him. He

was foremost in every organization 
for helping his stricken fellow country­
men, and by his foresight, public mind 

the Bourbon flag angered them as a sign I edeess, ai d power of working har 
absolutism and monionsly for tho cotnmoa good with 

men of different politics and creeds,
„ , , ll 0 lL „ . . - .. was able, not, alas 1 to arrest the
Most of the Catholic clerg/ took the jamine| but to save thousands from the 

aide of the monarchists on this occa | terrible fate which menaced them, 
sion, but at the polls in Jane, 1877, a And now began the high tide of

*-“>7 ï fflt ffSJK, wCSwas elected, and Marshal MacMahon wag the uaual point of departure, and 
had to resign the presidency soon after, to see those heart broken emigrants off, 
whereupon Jules Grevy was elected as administer ta them the pledge, com- 
his Hnenrsanr fort thom with 8Uch Cheerful words 8!

his heait prompted even in those cheer- 
. less days, became a recognized duty of 

the Parliament during the succeeding Father Mathew, whom trouble and toil 
years, and especially daring the presi- I had now turned into a broken old 
deucy of Julo» Ferry, caused great dis- gray-haired and feeble though count 

, .. .. f . .. . ing-by years, he was still in the primenatisfaction throughout the country, Qg“[g/
and at the e’ections of 1885 the first
ballot resulted in the election of 204 | known at home and abroad caused him

to be chosen as agent for dispensing 
the charity of many Americans and 
others who sent food to alleviate the 

remained undecided ; and, according to I horrors of the famice, aud it is said 
Father Vabre’e view of the case, these that he more than any man in Ireland 
would have resulted much as did the overcame the prejudice of the starving

1 people against the 44 yellow male, 
which appeared so unpalatable to them, 

the over-enthusiastic Paul de Cassag- Even in the midst of the desolation of 
nac hereupon, in his newspaper, and by the famine Father Mathew’s loving 
placards posted up throughout Paris, heart found consolation in contemplât.

1 . ,» . .. d*v „U1I, unA ing the wonderful generosity of thoseproclaimed that the Republic had re gtfrvi|)g p03f) eve* re,dy U lo,lg a9
ceived its death-blow, and that mon- aDything lasted to share their scantiest 
archy must now be restored to save the | allowance of food with each other.

In 1847 Father Mathew, in consider­
ation of his great public services, was 
granted a pension of £500 a year out of 

cry that the people were to be crushed the Qdeen’8 civil List, which money 
by a monarchical regime if tho Conter- went the same road as all other which 
vatives gained the day, and this view of found its way into his bands, for he

wait but the almoner of the government,
„ . .... , ,, , , . as he had been all his life of whatever

of the ~o0 seats still in the balarce, -4/ funds he had in his keeping. And 
were gained by the Republicans and only now, in 1S48, ho paid the inevitable 
three by the Conservatives. penalty of the overwork and anxiety of

the long years he had given to the 
temperance cause, for he was struck

Boulanger appeared upon the scene with I down with paralysis. Although he 
his panacea for the evils which afflicted made a rally from the serious attack,
France, namely, a revision of the con- lived for eight years afterwards,... he was never again the vigorous, san-stltution, and many of the Catholic guine man o( the elrly day9 of the
party adhered tc him as their leader. | cause. The blight of the lamine w is 

Pope Leo. XIU. at this juncture ad- I on the groat work, and on all that had
vised Catholics to accept the Republic ^^Apostfo ^Temperance” had* the 
honestly and seriously as tho form of heavy grief of seeing his ranks thinned 
government most aîceptable to the | by death and desertion.

In 1849, while still fluttering from the 
stroke of paralysis of the year before, 
he determined ( very much against the 

RalliesM was formed, which had some I advico of his friends) ti pay his long 
strength. But the groat majority cf | promised visit toAmerica. llis reception 
the clergy, angry at the vicious spirit I here was moat cordial and onthuaias-
—T »• “XmÆ
clung to their monarchical preferences, wit|, hl9 wonted geniality, the effort of 
and continued to oppose the new seeing and talking to countless num- 
order of things. The Republicans and I kers of people was no longer easy tor;- — •—* ••'•rr1 sax-sss &st mby this disorganized condition of affairs I gloom and misery of the dear old land, 
on the aide of the Conservatives and * where he had recently witnessed such

She founded and er-under the title of llonry V. that the Re- A LEGEND OF ST. FRANCIS.
pablican wave no v carried the French sorted

Christianity might 
4 Christianos ad 
Chribtians to the lions l* was the popu­
lar war cry. They were clothed in the 
skins of wild beasts and thus exposed 
to be devoured by dogs. They were 
covered with pitch and set on Are, to 
serve as lamp posts to the streets of 
Rome. To justify such atrocities and 
to smother all sentiments ot compast-ion 
these persecutors accused their inno­
cent victims of the most appalling 
crimes.

44 Let us now calmly survey the field 
after the din and smoke of battle have 
passed away. Let us examine the con­
dition of the old church after having 
passed through those deadly conflicts.
We see her unmercifully stronger to­
day than at any previous period of her 
history. The losses she sustained in 
the Old World are more than compen­
sated by her acquisitions in the New. 
She has already recovered a good por­
tion of the ground wrested from her in 
the sixteenth century. She numbers 
now about 225,000,000 adherents. She 
exists to day, not an effete institution, 
but in all,the integrity and fullness of 
life, with her organism unimpaired, 
more united, more compact and more 
vigorous than ever she was before.

THE GREATEST OF MIRACLES.
44 You ask for a miracle as the Jews 

asked our Saviour for a sign. You ask 
the chu rch to prove her divine mission 
by a miracle. Is not her very survival 
the greatest of miracles ? If you saw 
some fair creature, with all the weak­
ness of humanity upon her, cast infca 
prison and starved and trampled upon, 
and hacked and tortured, her blood 
sprinkled on her dungeon walls, and if 
you saw her emerging from her prison 
in all the bloom and freshness of youth 
and surviving years and centuries be­
yond the ordinary span of human life, 
continuing to be the jayful mother of 
children, would you nob call that a 
miracle ?

44 And is this not a picture of our 
mother, tho church ? lias she not 
passed through all these vicissitudes ? 
Has she not tasted the bitterness of 
prison in every age ? Has nob her 
blood been shed in every clime ? And 
yet, in her latter days, she is as fair as 
ever, and the nursing mother of chil­
dren. If this is not a miracle, I know 
not what a miracle is.

44 God forbid that we should ascrib 
to any human cause this marvelous sur 
vival of the church. Her indestruct­
ibility is not due, as some suppose, to 
her wonderful organization, or to the 
far reaching policy of her pontiffs, or to 
the learning and wisdom of her teach­
ers. If she his survived if is not bo 
cause of hunan wisdom, but olten in 
spite of human folly. Her permanence 
is due not to the arm of the flesh, but 
to the finger of God. Not to us, O 
Lord, not to us, but to Thy name give 
glory l
glory in anything save in the Cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ 1

44 I would now ask this question of all 
that are hostile to the Catholic church 
and who are I plotting her destruction : 
How can you hope to overturn an in­
stitution which for more than nineteen 
centuries has successfully resisted all 
the combined assaults of the world, of 
men, and of the powers of darkness ? 
What means will you employ to com­
pass her ruin Î Is it the power of 
kings and emperors and prime ministers?

On the slopes ol that Monte Mag- 
giore which is a continuation of 
Subaslo, half hidden among the oak 
woods which, as in the days of St. 
Francis, still cover these lower slopes, 
stands the church of S. Pietro di Bovara. 
It is loity, well proportioned, and in 
good repair, from which we may infer 
that it bas been rebuilt since the time 
of the Saint of Poverty; for wo learn 
from “The Mirror of Perfection ” that 
when he was wont to seek retirement 
there, as he did in many other secluded 
places , it was ruined and deserted. 
We are told also, as might be expected, 
that it was near a leper hospital; for St. 
Francis never lost an opportunity of 
visiting and performing the most tender 
ministrations toward those unfortunate 
outcasts, abandoned by their own kind. 

Now, there was among the Brothers 
tain Paciflco. or Peaceful,—a poet 

and likewise a man of great sanctity. 
St. Francis, having summoned Brother 
Paciflco to attend him on one occasion, 
repaired to the seclusion of S. Pietro di 
Bovara to pass the night in prayer, 

to come for him

may
Oxford and Cambridge, tho two most 
famoui seats cf learning in England, 
which were established under Catholic 
auspices centuries before the Reforma 
tien. The church also founded three 
of the four universities now existing in 

Andrew’s

a condition of hie ascending the throne

people. The French are sentimental to 
an extreme, and the proposal to adopt

in 1411 ;Scotland—St.
Glasgow, in 1450, and Aberdeen, in 
1492. PROTECTION VS. PIETY.

Catholics want insurance, not relig­
ion ; and they resent the presumption 
of those who attempt to supply them 
with both. How often have wo hoard 
it said by non-Cabholics, 44 My lodge is 
religion enough for mo.” It is this 
attempt on tho part of such organiza­
tions to supply a code of morals as woll 
as protection for the heirs after doatli 
which the church reients, and will con­
tinue to rosent.

The average Protestant is of tho 
broad-gauzo type, and anj thing in the 
line of a religious ritual or ceremony 
is permissablo. They wonder why it is 
that Catholic priests will nob permit 
prayers and ceremonies originating in 
a committee of indifferent Christians to 
be tacked on to tho regular Catholic 
burial service, or, in fact, to take tho 
place of such services. Those rites and 
ceremonies may moan anything or 
nothing. They are performed over the 
pagan, Jew or Christian with equal 
readiness, and, from tho standpoint of 
spirituality, imply nothing bub the uni­
versal belief of Americans that it is 
cood form to bury people with a relig­
ious ceremony of some kind.

There seems to be a general impres­
sion at the same time that cheap insur­
ance has no attractions except vs hen 
coupled with an opportunity to go 
through some childish form of initiation, 
and that degrees and high sounding 
titles must form an essential part of 
such initiation. The whole thing is 
nothing more nor loss than a species of 
hazing, indulged in by fathers and 
mothers of families aud by people who 
ought to know bettor, ft is a compound 
of horseplay and buffoonery, with a few 
attenuated principles of worldly wisdom 
and Christian charity thrown in for 
effect.

LIBERTY HER FRIEND ALWAYS.of reaction toward
“Without her we should be deprived 

tc-day of the priceless treasures of 
ancient literature, for in preserving the 
languages of Greece and Rome from 
destruction she rescued the classical 
writers of those countries from oblivion. 
Halla n justly observes that 
for the diligent labors of tho monks in 
tho Middle ages our knowledge of the 
history vf ancient Greece and Rome 
would be as vague to-day as our in 
formation regarding the Pyramids of

SE, it liberty that will destroy the 
church? The church breathes freely 
only where true liberty is found, 
is always cramped in her operations 
wherever despotism casks its dark 
shadows. Nowhere docs she enjoy 
more independence than here ; nowhere 
is she more vigorous and prosperous.

•• Children of the church fear nothing, 
happen what will to her. Christ is 
with her, and therefore she cannot 
sink. Ctoiar, in crossing the Adriatic, 
said to the troubled oarsmen : Quid 
times, Ctesarem vehis 1 Fear not, for 
you carry C:ejar and Cra-iar's fortune.’ 
Wtiat Creiar said in presumption Jesus 
says with truth : 4 
Christ is in tho ship 1’ Are wo not 
positive that the sun will rue to-mor- 

ani the next day, and so on to the 
end of tho world ? Why ? Because 
God so ordained when He established it 
in the heavens and because it has never 
failed to run its course from tho begin­
ning. lias not Christ promised that 
the church should always enlighten the 
world ? lias Ho not, so far,
His promise concerning His Church ? 
lias she not gone steadily on her course 
midst storm and sunshine ? The ful 
Ailment of the past is tho best security 
for the future.

“ Amid tho continual changes in 
human institufcior s she is the ot e insti 
tufcloi that never changes. Amid the 
universal ruins of earthly monumet^ts 
she is the one monument that stands 
proudly pro eminent. Not a stone in 
this building falls to the ground. Amid 
the general destruction of kingdoms 
her kingdom is never destroyed. Ever 
anciert and ever new, time writes no 

her divine b

bureaucracy.

were it not
a cer

The anti Catholic measures passed by

bidding his companion 
early in the morning.

44 And so, when morning had come,
Paciflco

man,
She

says the chronicler, 41 Brother 
returned. Brother Francis was stand 
ing in prayer before the altar, and 
Broth, r Peaceful waited for him out­
side the choir, praying likewise before 

crucifix. And no sooner had he be 
gun to pray than he was caught up into 
heaven and saw many seats therein, 
among which was one more exalted than 
all, and more glorious shining and adorn 
ed with many precious stones. And these 
were the seats of the saints of God, 
below the Eternal Throne. And, amazed 
at its beauty, he began to ponder 
within himself whose seat it might be. 
And straightway he heard a voice 
saying unto him : ‘ This was the seat 
of Lucifer, and in his place humble 
Francis shall sib in it. *
“Just as he had come to himself, 

Brother Francis wont out to him from 
the sanctuary where he had been pray­
ing. And Brother Peaceful at once fell 
at his feet, with his arms outspread in 
the form of a cross ; and, gazing upon 
him as if he wero alread 
sitting on that seat, he said to him :
4 Father, hear my prayer ; a id pray the 
Lord that he may have pity on me, and 
forgive me my sins, and pardon me I’ 
And, stretching out his hand, blessed 
Francis raised him ; and straightway 
he know that he had seen something iu 
a vision.

44 And later, because he did not like 
to tfll St. Francis his vision, Brother 
Paciflco began to speak to him as if 
at a$ distance and among other 
things he said to him : 4 What is
your opinion of jourte’f, Brother?’ 
Blessed Francis answered and said 
to him :
I am a greater sinner than any ia tho 
whole world.’ And straightway it was 
spoken to the soul of Brother Paciflco :
4 Hereby you may know that the vision 
you saw was true ; for whereas Lucifer 
was thrown fron his seat through pride 
so Francis shall merit through his 
humility to be raised to it, and to fcit 
in it.’”

And that is the legend still told of 
the blessed Francis, wiere, above the 
source ot the river, a stream, deep, 
swift and dear, flows silently among 
the tall rushes thraugh green and 
peaceful meadews.— Ave Maria.

Father Mathew's name being so well

Conservatives and only 130 Republi­
cans. Two hundred and fifty seats a

other 334 elections, were it not that

What foirest thou ?

country.
The Iiepnblicnn orators took up the

fulllllod

the case was so persistently urged tbit in heaveny.

1SL1ND OBEDIENCE.
I have not dwelt at any length upon 

tho oloment ot blind obedience whlih 
outers to a certain extent into the in­
itiatory coromonios ot nearly all tho 
secret orders. Few of thorn demand an 
obedience which conlliots with a mem­
ber's conscience, and amongst those 
who still retain it in their ceremonials 
there is a disposition to regard it a» an 
obsolete and unreasonable requirement 
and one which the intelligence and 
good sense of tho world has outgrown.

No reasonable man to-day questions 
tho value of liio insuraneo, and its im­
portant place in the struggle for exist­
ence. It is the poor man's boit moans 
of providing for hii family, aud the 
Church recognizes this fact by giving 
its approval to fraternal oiders which 
are distinctively Catholic. Those 
Catholic societies are doing every­
where to day a vast amount of good, 
aud there is no danger that at some 
future time their members will be com- 
polled to leave them because of soma 
Implicit or explicit condemnation on 
the part of those who guard the spirit­
ual welfare of the faithful.

At this critical moment, General

I wrinkles on
44 Tho Church has seen the birth of 

every government in Europe, and it is 
not at all improbable that she shall 
also witness the death of them all and 
chant their requiem. She was 
than fourteen hundred years old when 
Columbus discovered this continent, 
and the foundation of our Republic is 
but as yesterday to her.

row.

4 It seems t> me that'

French people, and, in fact, many did 
so, and a new party called 44 the

God forbid that we should

GREAT THINGS HAS SHE BEEN.
“ She calmly looked on while the 

Goth and the Visigoth, tho Hun and 
the Saxon swept like a torrent over 
Europe, subverting dynasties. She 
has seen monarchies changed into 
republics and 
dated into empires — all

republics consoli 
this
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