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either trace back their steps as they did
after tho great Revolation, if the new
state of taings proves a disapp rvintmont,
or take up another idea to occupy their
activity. Snch has been the case in
the past, and such will it be in the
future as long as the KFrenoh retain
{heir racial characteristics.”

Father Vabre concludes from these
priveiples that, with a cause which
appeals strongly to them, easily
dazzled as they are by a strong per
ality, they will follow to the death

BOL

\ leader who holds them spell boand,
Thus they urfllirchirgly followed a
Clovis, a Charlemagne, a 5. B rnard, a
joan of Arc as chawpions of a greab

cause, and with similar leaders they
would again becomse staunch champions
)i the Papacy, brave knights of the
('ross, or heroic delenders of the father.
land ; but with a Robasplerie, a Gam-
botta, a Combes at their head, they will
s easily be ruthless murderers of a
:ing, rabid republicans, or uncomprou-
ising Socialists.

He points ouns that so far back as
February, 1871, the first elections under
.he rewly formed Republic of France
resulted in a decided preponderance of

onservative deputies, The uatry
eeded men of ** sterling eharacter,
. nestionable honesty, and peacsial di

osition.’”” The Republicans first
locted were bat a weak minority, bat

un

' at

he majority were a heterogeneous
ssembly of Orleanists, Legitimists
snd Royalists of other dynastic pre
lilections. The Bonapartists were,
wever, in a hopeless minority.
It was becanse the workingmen
aris suspected that this
vd reactionary designs,

se up in arms against the Govern

ment on Mareh 18:h, 187(, and formed
what is known as the Commune, which ]‘
coled in Paris till May 21st of the |
Ame year, which was suppressed by
Viarshal MeMahon.

'he Commnune rivalled in atrocity

y Reign of Terror of 1792
g

ithont mercy all who were suspacted

not favoring the causs, the Arch
ishop of Paris beingone of the victims,
fell short of the Reign of
nly in the fact that it did not last so

Terror

ng.

It was owing to the intention mani-

ested by the monarchists to bring the
ount de Chambord to the throne
nder the title of Henry V. that the Re-
yablican wave now» carried the French
seople with it, yet this turn might not
\ave been given to public opinion only
that the Count de Chambord insisted as
a condition of his ascending the throne
that the Bourbon white flag should be
substituted for the tricolor which had
yeen 80 long the flag of the French
people. The French are sentimental to
an extreme, and the proposal to adopt
the Bourbon flag angered them as a sign
i reaction toward absolutism and
hureaucracy.

Most of the Catholic clergy took the
side of the monarchists on this occa:
sion, but at the polls in June, 1877, a
decided Republican majority of deputies
was elected, and Marshal MacMahon
had to resign the presidency soon after,
whereupon Jules Grevy was elected as
his successor.

Theanti Catholic measures passed by
the Parliament during the succeeding
years, and especially during the presi-
dency of Jules Ferry, caused great dis-
satisfaction throughout the country,
and at the e'ections of 1885 the first
ballot resulted in the election of 201
Conservatives and only 130 Republi-
cans. Two hundred and fifty seats
remained undecided ; and, according to
Father Vabre's view of the case, these
would have resulted much as did the
other 334 elections, were it not that
the over-enthusiastic Paul de Cassag-
nac hereupon, in his newspaper, and by
placards posted up throughout Paris,
proclaimed that the Republic had rce
coived its death-blow, and that mon-
archy must now be restored to save the
country.

The Republican orators took up the
cry that the people were to be crushed
by a monarchical regime if the Conter-
vatives gained the day, and this view of
the case was 80 persistently urged that
of the 250 seats still in the balarce, 247
were gained by the Republicans and only
three by the Conservatives.

At this critical moment, General
Boulanger appeared ujon the scene with
his paracea for the evils which afllicted
France, namely, a revision of the con-
stitution, and many of the Catholic
party adhered to him as their leader.

Pope Leo. XIIL at this juncture ad-
vised Catholics to accept the Republic
honestly and seriously as the form of
government most acceptable to the
French people, and, in fact, many did
80, and a new party called ** the
Rallies "’ was formed, which had some
strength. But the great majority of
the clergy, angry at the vicious spirit
manifested by the leading Ropublicans,
clung to their monarchical preferences,
and continued to oppose the new
order of things. The Republicans and
Socialists were greatly strengthened
by this disorganized condition of affairs

| country

Moderates, and thus matters have gone
from bad to worse for religion and the
Church, till at last the tie which bound
Chuich and State togct:er has been
severed,

During all this period the most noisy
politicians have addressod di
the prople representing t!
the friend of and
aud bave thus, with the backing of a
prxorful and I
sented the clergy as the [oe of freedom,
anld have tucceceded

party at every eiecction,

wrses to
courch as

roeastion monarchy,

malicious press, repre-

£ in increasing tle

S0 :lalisti
I'he wajority of the people stand by

the Republic, and

do

will continue 80 to

unlegs they greatly change their
minds,
We need not seriounsly fear the de
strustion of the COCatholle faith in
France, Indeed, many of the clergy

believe it will flourish better than ever
sinee being freed, in name at least, from
governmental oppression. The aliena-
tion of the people frym religion will be
uly temporary, d
what

and the church will

h

and earnest

regain it has lost soon after a

resolute be
found to advocate the political rights
of the Catholic people and church,
while the clergy attend to the spiritual
needs of the nation.

leader shall

———

THE LAST DAYS OF THE APOSTLE
OF TEMPERANCE
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Father Matthew,
ri ol renews
t coustrained to cariail

to bands, temporaince halls, ar )
very long the terribie famine of
laid Ireiand waste, and his energies
wore drawa away from immediate
nission, and absorbed in helping the
people in the awfal struggle with
starvation and fever, in wnich thou
sands, nay, eve millons, were worsted.
These dark and terrible days when
‘ the hunger ' was rampant over the
lind and famished human creatares
perished for food all over Ireland, are
heart-1ending even to read about, and
shall not be touched upon here except
in relation to how they aflested Father
Matthew s mission. With his unbound-
ed love and sympathy for the people,
it can readily be imagined how with
even more than his wonted energy he
gave himself up to the tagk of alleviat
ing the awful misery around him. He
was foremost in every orgapization
for helping his stricken fellow country-
men, and by his foresight, public mind
edvess, ard powcr of working har
moniously for the common good with
men of different politics and creeds,
was able, not, alas!to arrest the

be

the

) n
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terrible fate which menaced them.

Aud now began the high tide of
emigration, which has since flowed
from Ireland to America. Queenstown
was the usual point of departure, and
to see these heart broken emigrants off,
administer tu them the pledge, com-
fort them with such cheerful words a3
his hea1t prompted even in those cheer-
less days, became a recognized duty of

had now turned into a broken old man,
gray-haired and feeble, though count-

of life.

Father Mathew's name being so well
known at home and abroad eaused him

heart found consolation in contemplat-

allowance of food with each other.

was but the almoner of the government

temperance cause,
down with paralysis. Aithough
made a rally from the serious attack
and lived for eight years afterwards
he was never again the vigorous, san

cause.

by death and desertion.

stroke of paralysis of the year befere

here was most cordial and enthusias

repay the cordiality of his new friend

on the side of the Conservatives and

rmer |

famine, but to save thousands from the

Father Mathew, whom trouble and toil

ing :by years, he was still in the prime

to be chosen as agent for dispensing
the charity of many Americans and
others who sent food to alleviate the
horrors of the famive, and it is said
that he more than any man in Iceland
overcame the prejudice of the starving
people against the ‘¢ yellow male,
which appeared so unpalatable to therm.
Even in the midst of the desolation of
the famine Father Mathew's loving

ing the wonderfaul generosity of those
starving poor, ever realy as long as
anything lasted to share their scantiest

In 1847 Father Mathew, in consider-
ation of his great public services, was
granted a pension of £300 a year out of
the Qaeen's Civil List, which money
went the same road as all other which
found its way into his bands, for he

as he had been all his life of whatever
funds he had in his keeping. And
now, in 1848, he paid the inevitable
penalty of the overwork and anxiety of
the long years he had given to the
for he was struck
he

guine man of the early days of the
The blight of the famine wais
on the great work, and on all that had
been hopeful and happy in Ireland, and
the Apostle of Temperance had the
heavy grief of seeing his ranks thinned

In 1849, while still sutiering from the

he determined ( very much against the
advice of his friends) t> pay his long
promised visit toAmerica. His reception

tic ; but though he strove manfully to

with his wonted geniality, the eflort of
seeing and talking to countless num-
bers of people was no longer easy to
him, and the ¢ ntrast of the joy and
prosperity of the New World with the
gloom and misery of the dear old land,
where he had recently witnessed such

heart-rending scenes of misery, sadden-
ed him, Ilis greatest pleasure was in
geeing among the well to do citizens of
the cities he visited —men ard women,
to whom he had administered the
pledge, in Ireland, years before, and
whose faithful observance of it had
gecured them good positions in the

Now World. To wany of them he was
able to bring tidiogs of their kindred,
for he never forgot a face "he had
koown.

In spice of his shattered health he
toiled in America, as he had toiled at
home, and with like happy results.
The United States Senate gave him a
place withiz the Ba v privilege

which had before cply been conferred
on Lafayette 1e President entey
tained him at a banyuet to meet a num
ber of the foremost mon, all eager to

know the Apostie. 1lis stay in Amer- |
| ica lasted two years and a half, for he |
| visited twenty five Statesof the Union, |
wnd administered the pledge to half a |
million of people. For a short time of |
repiee be dwelt in the eolitude %
of the forests of Arkansas, where he
said Mass in the open air under the
canopy of heaven, with a congregation
of only four persons.
Oa his return to Treland Fither |

Mathew, now grown too
be allowed to continue his mission, was
induced to take up his residence with
his brother Charles at Lehenagh House
near Cork I'nere, surrounded by the
loving and mioistrations of his
iamily, who did all that was possible to
comfort his last sad years, he awaite
the coming of Death like a man whose
life's work w ind who pined for

caro

iy

s done,

| rest. But though he could no longer
scek out the druvka the sick, and |
t'e suffe z, they still knew where to | ¢
l ﬁv‘;«i him, a ‘i to the very end those |
| who sougnt nim werc ot n |
satisfled. Nay, m af |

troke of paralysis had stille |
| which had pleaded =0 lo

long «!y. g ha

| on D
|
i 1
| . ¢ &
| he wa UTrne t
| Clad in his I'ranciscan i
| the be nd peace ‘ Ay
| come back s dead faco, the Apostle |
| lay o in his churet
| in Cork, w those among whom he
| had labored » long could take a last
l farewell oi their beloved father and
| friend. The name and fame of the |
| apostolic Theobild Mathe jastly |

! dear to his own generation, still seunds
| a thrill to Trish hearts, and is revered
| and cherished by thousands of his
countrymen and women who never
heard his persuisive v.ice, nor felt the

v
elasp of his helpful and beneficent hand.

A LEGEND OF ST. FRANCIS.

On the slopes of that Monte Mag-
giore which is a continuation of
Subasio, half hidden among the oak
woods which, as in the days of St.
Franeis, still cover these lower slopes,
stands the chureh of S. Pietro di Bovara.
It is lofty, well proportioned, and in
good repair, from which we may infer
that it has been rebuilt since the time
of the Saint of Poverty; for we learn
from **The Mirror of Perfection ' that
when he was wont to seek retirement
there, as he did in many other secluded
places , it was ruired and deserted.
We are told also, as might be expected,
that it was neara leper hospital; for St.
Francis never lost an opportunity of
visiting and performing the most tender
ministrations toward those unfortunate
outcasts, abandoned by their own kind.

Now, there was among the Brothers
a certain Pacifico, or Peaceful,—a poet
and likewise a man of great sanctity.
St. Francis, having summoned Brother
Pacifico to attend him on one ocecasion,
repaired to the seclusion of S. Pietro di
Bovara to pass the night in prayer,
bidding his companion to come for him
early in the morning.

¢’And 8o, when morning had come, '
says the chronicler, ‘* Brother Pacifico
returned. Brother Francis was stand:
ing in prayer before the altar, and
Broth.r Peaceful waited for him out-
side the choir, praying likewise before
a crucifix. And no sooner had he be
gun to pray than he was canght up into
heaven and saw many seats therein,
among which was one more exalted than
all, and more glorious shining and adorn
ed with many precious stones. And these
were the seats of the saints of God,
below the Eternal Throne. And,amazed
at its beauty, he began to ponder
within himself whose seat it might be.
And straightway he heard a voice
saying unto him: ‘This was the seat
of Lucifer, and in his place humble
Francis shall sit in it. ’

¢ Just as he had cowme to himself,
Brother Francis went out to him from
the sanctuary where he had been pray-
ing. And Brother Peaceful atonce fell
at his feet, with his arms outspread in
the form of a cross; and, gazing upon
him as if he were already in heaven
sitting on that seat, he said to him:
‘Father, hear my prayer; aid pray the
Lord that he may have pity on me, and
forgive me my sins, and pardon me!’
And, stretching out his hand, blessed
Francis raised him; and straightway
he knew that he had seen something in
a vision.

¢ And later, because he did not like
to tell St. Francis his vision, Brother
Pacifico began to speak to him as if
at .aj distance and among other
things he said to him: *‘ What
your opinion of yourse'f, Brother!’'
Blessed Francis answered and said
to him: ‘It seems t)> me that
I am a greater sinner than any in the
whole world.’ And straightway it was
spoken to the soul of Brother Pacifico :
¢ Hereby you may know that the vision
you saw was true ; for whereas Lucifer
was thrown from his seat through pride
so Francis shall merit through his
humility to be raised to it, and to sit
in it "’

And that is the legend still told of
the blessed Francis, wiere, above the
source of the river, a stream, deep,
swift and olear, flows silently among
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THE CHURCH HAS NO FEAR.

SHE HAS WEATHERED
CENTURIES — SHE
SCIENCE—BPLENDID
1 'CE CARDINAL

Md., Jan Cardinal

sermon at High Mass at the

thedral yesterday was on the text:

I'hy throne, O God, is ver 1

(Hebrews i, 8)
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vietory of Constantine the Gre
vxentius, embracing a period of
two hundred and eighty years, the
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underwent a saries of ten persec
ions unparalleled for atrocity in the

wnals  of history. Every torture
it malice could invent was re
ted to that every vestige of
ristianity might be eradicated,

¢ Christianos ad leones !' — ¢ The
Christians to the lions !' was the popu-
lar war ery. They were clothed in the
skins of wild beasts and thus exposed
to be devoured by dogs. They were
covered with piteh and set on fire, to
serve a3 lamp posts to the streets of
Rome. To justify such atrocities and
to smother all sentiments of compaseion
these persecutors accused their inno-
cent victims of the most appalling
crimes.

¢ Let us now caimiy survey the field
after the din and smoke of battle have
passed away. Let us examine the con-
dition of the old church after having
passed through those deadly conflicts.
We see her unmercifully stronger to-
day than at any previous period of her
history. The losses she sustained in
the Old World are more than compen-
sated by her acqnisitions in the New.
She has already recovered a good por-
tion of the ground wrested from her in
the sixteenth century. She numbers
now about 225,000,000 adherents. She
exists to day, not an effete institution,
but in all’ the integrity and fullness of
life, with her organism unimpaired,
more united, more compact and more
vigorous than ever she was before.

THE GREATEST OF MIRACLES.

‘“ You ask for a miracle as the Jews
asked our Saviour for a sign. You ask
the church to prove her divine mission
by a miracle. Is not her very survival
the greatest of miracles ? If you saw
some fair creature, with all the weak-
pess of humanity upon her, cast int>
prison and starved and trampled upon,
and hacked and tortured, her blood
sprinkled on her dungeon walls, and if
you saw her emerging from her prison
in all the bloom and freshness of youth
and surviving years and centuries be-
yond the ordinary span of human life,
continuing to be the joyful mother of
children, would you not call that a
miracle ?

 And is this not a picture of cur
mother, the church ? Has she not
passed through all these vicissitudes ?
Has she not tasted the bitterness of
prison in every age ? Has not her
blood been shed in every clime ? And
yet, in her latter days, she is as fair as
ever, and the nursing mother of chil-
dren., If this is not a miracle, I know
not what a miracle is.

¢ God forbid that we should ascrib
to any human cause this marvelous sur
vival of the church., Her indestruct
ibility is not due, as some suppose, to
her wonderful organization, or to the
far reaching policy of her pontifls, or to
the learning and wisdom of her teach
ers. If she has survived it is not be
cause of humnan wisdom,but often in
spite of human folly. Her permanence
is due not to the arm of the flesb, but
to the finger of God. Not to us, O
Lord, not to us, but to Thy name give
glory ! God forbid that we should
glory in anything save in the Cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ !

“ I would now ask this question of all
that are hostile to the Catholic church
and who are {plotting her destruction :
How can you hope to overturn an in-
stitution which for more than nineteen
centuries has successfully resisted all
the combined assaults of the world, of
men, and of the powers of darkness ?
What means will you employ to com-

the tall rushes through green and
peaceful meadcws.—Ave Maria.

They have tried in vain to crush her,
from the days of the Roman Caesars to
those of the present government of
I'rance.
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century she not much to lear fror
| teratare, the arts and sciences? She ha

always been the patroness of literature |

and the fostering mother of the arts
and seiences. She founded and er-
dowed nearly all the great universities |
of Europe. Not to mention those of |
the Continent, a bare catalogue of 1
which would cover a large spaze. I
may allude to the universities ol

Oxford and Cambridge, the two most
famous seats of learning in England,
which were established nnder Catholic
auspices centuries before the Reforma
tion. The church also founded three
of the four universities now existing in
Scotland—St. Andrew's in 1411
Glasgow, in 1450, and Aberdeen, in
1492,

LIBERTY HER FRIEND ALWAYS.

“t Without her we should be deprived
tc-day of the priceless treasures of
ancient literature, for in preserving the
languages of Greece and Rome from
destruction she rescued the classical
writers of those countries from oblivion.
Hallan justly observes that were it not
for the diligent labors of the monks in
the Middle ages our knowledge of the
history «f ancient Greece and Rome
would be as vague to-day as our in
formation regarding the Pyramids of
Egypt.

“‘Is it liberty that will destroy the
church? The church breathes freely
only where true liberty is found. She
is always cramped in her operations

wherever despotism casts its dark
gshadows. Nowhere does she enjoy

more independence than here ; nowhere
is she more vigorous and prosperous.

¢ Children of the church fear nothing,
happen what will to her, Christ is
with her, and therefore she cannot
sink. C:esar, in crossing the Adriatic,
said to the troubled oarsmen : Quid
times, Cwesarem vehis —* Fear not, for
you earry Ciosar and Ciesar’s fortune.’
Whoat Ciosar said in presumption Jesus
says with truth : * What fearest thou ?
Christ is in the ship!' Are we not
positive that the sun will rise to-mor-
row and the next day, and so on to the
end of the world 2 Why ? Because
God so ordained when He established it
in the heavens and because it has never
failed to run its course from the begin-
ning. Ilas not Christ promised that
the ehurch should always enlighten the
world 2 Has He not, so far, fulfilled
His promise concerning His Clkurch ?
Has she not gone steadily on her course
midst storm and sunshine ? The ful
fillment of the past is the best security
for the future.

¢ Amid the ccntinual changes in
human institutiors she is the ore insti
tution that never changes. Amid the
universal ruins of earthly monuments
ghe is the one monument that stands
proudly pre eminent. Not a stone in
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coeding is at best a very doubtful one.
The fraternal orders do a great deal
positive good, and were it not for
their silly rituals and their apings of
the secret forms of the condemned
societies their members would never
be called into question by the authori-
ties of the church. Tae ritaal is the
chief obstacle, and it seems strange
that more of those societies have nob
had sa~acity encugh to remove this bar
to Catholic membership.
PROTECTION VS, PIETY,

Catholies want insurance, not relig-
ion ; and they resent the presumption
of those who attempt to supply them
with both. How often have we heard
it said by non-Catholics, ** My lodge is
religion enough for me."” It is this
attempt on the part of such organiza-
tions to supply a code of morals as well
as protection for the heirs after death
which the church resents, and will con-
tinue to resent.

The average Protestant is of the
broad-gauze type, and anything in the
line of a religious ritual or ceremony
is permissable. They wonder why it is
that Catholie priests will no’ permit
prayers and ceremonies originating in
a committee of indifferent Christians to
be tacked on to the regular Catholic
burial service, or, in fact, to take the
place of such services. Theserites and
ceremonies may mean anything or
nothing. They are performed over the
pagan, Jew or Christian with equal
readiness, and, from the standpoint of
spirituality, imply nothiog but the uni-
versal belief of Americans that it is

ood form to bury people with a relig-
ious ceremony of some kind,

There seems to be a general impros.
gion at the same time that cheap insur-
ance has no attractions except when
coupled with an opportunity to go
through some childish form of initiation,
and that degrees and high sounding
titles must form an essential part of
such initiation. The whole thing is
nothing more nor less than a spocies of
hazing, indulged in by fathers and
nothers of families and by people who
ought to know better. It is a compound
f horseplay and buffoonery, with a few
attenuated principles of worldly wisdom
and Christian charity thrown in for
effect.

ELIND OBEDIENCE.

[ have not dwelt at any length upon
the element of blind obedience whish
enters to a certain extent into the in-
itiatory ceremonies of nearly all the
socret orders. Few of them demand an
obedience which conflicts with a mem

this building falls to the gronnd. Amid
the general destruction of kingdoms
her kingdom is never destroyed. Kver
anciert and ever new, time writes no
wrinkles on her divine brow.

¢ The Church has seen the birth of
every government in Europe, and it
not at all improbable that she shall
also witness the death of them all and
chant their requiem. She was more
than fourteen hundred years old when
Columbus discovered this continent,
and the foundation of our Repubdlic is
but as yesterday to her.

GREAT THINGS HAS SHE BEEN.

¢ She calmly looked on while the
Goth and the Visigoth, the Hun and
the Saxon swept like a torrent over

pass her ruin? Is it the power of
kings and emperors and prime ministers?

ber's conscience, and amongst those
who still retain it in their ceremonials
there is a disposition to reg wrd ib as an
obsnlete and unreasonable requirement
and one which the intelligence and
good sense of the world has outgrown.

No reasonable man to-day questiong
the value of life insurance, and its im-
portant placo in the struggle for existe
ence. - 1t is the poor man's best means
of providing for his family, and the
Chureh recognizes this fact by giving
its approval to fraternal orders which
are distinctively Catholie. Those
(atholic societies are doing every-
where to-day a vast amount of good,
and there is no danger that at some
future time their membors will be com-
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Euarope, subverting dynasties. She pelled' to leave 't;h.cm bacanse u}‘ s0ma
has seen monarchies changed into implicit or explicit condemnation —on
republics and republics consoli- | the part of those wlgo guard the spirite
dated into empires — all this ' ual welfare of the faithtul,




