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the coronation _ _
FROM A.N occasional contributor.

As the time for the coronation of 
Edward VII. approaches it is evi­
dent that the subject, in its most in­
teresting Phase, that of the anti- 
Catholic declaration, is becoming 
tbe topic of much speculation and 
dispute. But it is evidently forgot­
ten that the King if not obliged to 
make any such declaration at his 
coronation, and if he does so, it is 
perfectly gratuitous on his part. The 
Act of Parliament reads that this 
declaration is to be made either on 
the day of coronation or at the first 
opening of Par’iament, immediately 
following the royal accession to the 
throne. Now the first opening of 
parliament has taken place, and on 
that occasion the King did make the 
declaration in question; consequently 
ho is not bound to repeat it at the 
coronation. The section of the Act, 
that bears date 3 689, reads thus ’— 

-AS Act declaring the Rights and 
Liberties of the Subject, and Set­
tling the Succession of the Crown.”

"And that every King or Queen of 
this Realm whjb at any time hereaf­
ter shall come to and succeed in the 
Imperial Crown of this Kingdom, 
shall on the first day of the meeting 
of the first Parliament next after his 
or her coming to the Crown, sitting 
in his or her thron^in the House of 
Peers, in the presence of the Lords 
ami Commons therein assembled, or 
at his or her coronation, before such 
person or persons as shall adminis­
ter the Coronation Oath to him or 
her at the time of his or her taking 
the said oath shall make, subscribe 
and audibly repeat the Declaration 
mentioned in the statute made in the 
30th year of the reign of King 
Charles the Second, intituled 

"An Act for the more effectual fro ! 
serving the King's person and Cov- j 
eminent, by disabling Papists from 
sitting in either House of Parlia- J

"But if it ^hall happen that such J 
King or Queen upon his or he- me- j 
cession to the Crown of this Realm j 
shall be under the age of 1.2 years 
then every such King or Queen shall 
make, subscribe and audih'y repeat I 
the said Declaration at his or her 
coronation or on the first day of the 
meeting of *tbe first Parliament os 
aforesaid, which shall firs* happen, 1 
after such King or Queen «lia’.I have 
attained the said age of L2 years ” j 

This Act, with its actually bins- I 
phemous «declaration, v as subscribed j 
to by Queen Anne, on the 23rd 
April, 1702. Then by Geaorges I., ! 
II., III., and IV., and by William 
IV.; finally by the late Queen Vic­
toria, then a mere girl of eighteen 
summers.

In the “Star” of the 19th April 
last, appeared a correspondence 
sipned "A Protestant,” and dated 
from Sheguianhah, Ont., in which 
the writer attempts to give reasons 
why the objectionable clause of that 
act should retained. We need not 
worry about his long rehash of old- 
time accusations against Popes, Pre­
lates, Catholics and Catholic govern­
ments, all of which have been dis­
proved times out of mind, and most 
of which are imaginary, being built 
upon fables instead of that cold his­
tory wha.t stands there to-day to re­
fute them. We are simply dealing 
with this declaration of that writer :

"I may state that the following 
are some of the reasons for the in­
sertion of the ‘objectionable’ clause. 
These causes of its adoption and re­

tention, have, and will, it is to be 
hoped, justify this safe-guard of 
British freedom.”

We repeat that we are not going 
to squander time and space upon the 
so-called facts of history adduced 
by the writer “A Protestant.” Even 
were these causes true, they now no 
longer exist, and the offensive de­
claration has no longer any practi­
cal purpose or any reason for exist­
ing. What wo want to expose is 
the misleading statement of
the case before us. ‘‘A Fro­
ment of the case be.ore us. “A Pro­
testant” contends that, “in the light 
of these facts”—meaning his pretend­
ed historical facts—that no person 
can maintain that the clause which 
he has cited is unjust, or that it 
should not be retained. In fact, he 
does not see in what it is injurious 
to Catholics. Here is the clause of 
the statute of 1689—the Bill of 
Rights, presented, assented to on 
the 13th February, 1689, and legal­
ized qy the Act of Settlement (1701) 
presented to William and Mary

“And whereas it hath been, found 
by experience, that it is inconsistent 
with the safety and welfare of this 
Protestant kingdom to be governed 
by a Popish Prince, or by any King 
or Queen marrying a Papist, it is 
enacted that all and every person 
that is, are, or shall be reconciled 
to, or that shall hold communion 
with the See or Church of Rome, or 
shall profess the Popish religion, or 
shall marry a Papist, shall be ex­
cluded and forever incapable to in­
herit, possess or enjoy the Crown
and Government of this realm............ ,
And in all and every such case, the 
people of these realms shall be, and 
are hereby absolved of their allegi­
ance; and tbe said Crown and Gov­
ernment shall descend to, arid be en­
joyed by such person or persons, be­
ing Protestants, as should have en­
joyed and inherited the same in case 
the same person or persons so re­
conciled, holding communion, or pro­
fessing or marrying as aforesaid, 
were naturally dead.”

And he adds, as a comment :—
“The British people are proverbial 

the world over for their conserva­
tism. They must have suffered long 
and sorely before adopting this reso­
lution. and enjoining it upon their 
posterity for all time to come!”

From this any reader would natu­
rally conclude that the foregoing sec­
tion of the statute is that to which 
the Catholic subjects of His Majesty } 
object. If such were the case there 
never would have been any agita­
tion in regal’d to the matter. But 
“A Protestant” is exceedingly care­
ful to avoid quoting the exact de­
claration which the succeeding clause 
of the same statute imposes upon the 
King or Queen. That declaration, the 
one to which Catholics object, and 
which “A Protestant” avoids quot­
ing, reads thus :—

‘T, A.B., by the grace of God, 
King, (or Queen) of Great Britain 
and Ireland, defender of the Faith, 
do solemnly and sincerely in pre­
sence of God, profess, and declare, 
that I do believe that in the Sacrtv- 
ment of the Ixird’s Supper there is 
not any Transubstantiation of the 
elements of bread and wine into the 
body and blood of Christ, at or af­
ter the consecration thereof by any 
person whatsoever; and that the in­
vocation or adoration of the Virgin 
Mary or any other Saint, and the

Sacrifice of the Mass, as they are 
now used in the Church of Rome, are 
superstitious and idolatrous. And I 
do solemnly in the presence of God 
profess, testify, and declare, that I 
do moke this declaration and each 
and every part thereof, in the plain 
and ordinary sense of the words read 
unto me, as they are commonly un­
derstood by English Protestants, 
without any evasion, equivocation, 
or mental reservation whatsoever, 
and without any dispensation al­
ready granted me for this purpose by 
the Pope, or any other authority or 
person whatsoever, or without any 
hope of any such dispensation from 
any person or authority whatsoever, 
or without thinking that I am or 
can be acquitted before God or man. 
or absolved of this declaration or 
any part thereof, although the Pope, 
or any other person or persons, or 
power whatsoever, should dispense 
with or annul the same or declare 
that it was null and void from the 
beginning.”

Our main object is now attained 
that the contention of ‘‘A Protest­
ant” is wrong, because it is based 
on historically fafse advancements, 
on a clause of the statute to which 
no objection is nmd», and on the 
omission of the very section of the 
Act against the existence of which 
the Catholic subjects of His Majesty 
petition and agitate. On the 20tb 
March, 1866, when Sir Colman 
O’Laughlin moved leave to introduce, 
into the British House of Commons 
a Bill to abolish that Declaration in 
as far as it concerned the Lord Lieu­
tenant and Lord Chancellor of Ire­
land, the then Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer, speaking for the Govern­
ment. said “the words of the Declar­
ation were of a very painful charac­
ter,” and added that “they had be­
come unnecessary, and as they were 
now more likely to give pain than 
to serve any sensible purpose, it was 
impossible for the Government to 
refuse its consent to the introduc­
tion of Sir Colman’s Bill.” In the 
debate on the second rending on the 
8th May, 1866, Mr. Cogan said :—

“It was particularly offensive that 
the Lord Lieutenant should be oblig­
ed to make a declaration that the 
doctrines of Roman Catholics were 
idolatrous and superstitious. In the 
interest of peace and conciliation and 
Christian charity, the Bill should re­
ceive the assent of the House.”

And Mr. Chichester Fortcscue was 
still stronger, when he said :—

“This Declaration against Tran­
substantiation was so utterly inde­
fensible and devoid of foundation, 
that it required but the touch of any 
member of the House to make it fall 
to the ground. The only wonder was 
that officials should have so long 
been compelled on entering office to 
stigmatize in terras which amounted 
to nothing short of contempt, the 
sacred doctrines of the Church to 
which many gentlemen of the highest 
rank in the country adhered.”

What applied to the Lord Lieuten­
ant of Ireland, or to any other ser­
vant. of the Government, or repre­
sentative of the people, applies with 
still greater force to the King. And. 
without wishing to be offensive to 
"A Protestant” we feel confident 
that the foregoing expressions come 
chequer, si eaving for the Govern-

The Fear of the Microbe
(From a Regular Contributor.)

The London "Lancet” seems to 
have found a new way of making its 
readers uncomfortable, especially in 
regard to the ubiquitous microbe 
We quote :—

"It is against the custom of hav­
ing one’s morning mail laid beside 
one’s cover at the breakfast table 
that the London medical journal runs 
a. tilt. It reels off a list of dis­
eases that might be contracted from 
the habit which is simply appalling. 
Presumably the ‘Lancet’ is careful 
to see that its own pages are put 
through a sterilizing process before 
Vney leave its offices. As medical 
men its readers can be trusted to do 
the rest.”

What, after all, does this mean ? 
It is that perpetual fear of danger, 
that constant animal instinct of 
self-preservation; both asserting 
themselves in man. it is not, in it­
self. wrong, nor is it unnatural that 
man should adopt every possible 
means of prolonging of saving

that life which God has bestowed on 
him as a gratuitous gift. But, man 
appears to forget entirely the exist­
ence of that same Providence, that 
reaches from end to end, and that 
controls the most minute as well as 
the most stupendous objects of crea­
tion. There is no sign of any confi­
dence in God, any trust in Provi­
dence; it is all a self-reliance, a re­
liance upon science, upon art, upon 
invention, upon human aid, upon 
everything or anything, except the 
one and sole controlling Power, un­
der which the microbe and the thun­
der-bolt are alike as instruments of 
the Divine Will in the carrying out 
of the*Divine Plan. We have re­
course to every imaginable means to 
prolong the years that are not ours 
and that we cannot hold were we 
never so endowed with knowledge or 
human "power. After all, even 
though we were able to avoid and 
to destroy all the microbes of dis­
ease that ever existed, still we must 
remember that there are only a 
small and almost imperceptible por­
tion of the innumerable means of 
Providence in curtailing at will the ^ 
extent of our existence. To carry 
this course into logical practice we 
would soon have to cease eating any­

thing but the rarest of diet; cease 
sleeping in beds, cease breathing the 
air of our ordinary rooms, cease 
everything that is calculated to 
make life possible. We would be at­
tempting to save ourselves on one 
side while rushing headlong into 
dangers far more grave and far less 
avoidable, if we only ■ knew it. In a 
word, we absolutely leave all trust, 
all faith, all reliance on God aside, 
and rush along, trying to brush aside 
every little menace to our petty 
lives, while neglecting the prayer, 
the invocation, the confidence. the 
humble self-abandonment to God’s 
will, in all of which alone lies the 
safety we desire.

A REDEMPTORIST BROTHER’S 
JUBILEE.

Two thousand parishioners parti­
cipated in the golden jubilee of Bro­
ther Herman Graute of the Redemp- 
tionist Order and sacristan of St. 
Mary’s Church, New Orleans. It was 
a grand celebration and a fitting tes­
timonial of his appreciation in the

I Pafience the Courage of Daily Life

“Every individual has times of 
trial, sorrow, suffering, and despair,

when the lamp of hope burns low, 
when struggle seems useless, when 
the heart grows weary. Then it seems 
that virtue pays constant assess­
ments, while vice gets all the divi­
dends. Men who are dishonest, in­
triguing, and corrupt, it then seems, 
build up great fortunes, and mount 
high like the eagle, while honor 
creeps like a snail in the dust of pov­
erty. But as the days go on, the 
man who is living his life simply and 
truly begins to see events in their
real moral perspective.................... He
sees again that Justice does not for­
ever sleep in her temple, with her 
scales cobwebbcd and rusty by her 
side, that bribery and dishonor can­
not forever usurp the throne of right. 
The gentle moving of the hand of 
Time reveals the mysterious work­
ings by which Ti'uth always tri­
umphs.

“It requires patience—calm, gentle, 
Steady patience,—to sec it all. Pa­
tience is the soil in which all the 
other virtues grow. It is unfailing 
optimism through continuous trial 
and struggle. It is will-power ex­
pressed in bearing, in loyalty, in 
waiting. The only time in life when 
a man does not need to exercise pa­
tience is—during his sleep.

“Those who would make patience 
the keynote of their lives must learn 
it and live it in two distinct phases 
—passixe and active.

“Passixe patience is endurance. It 
is the peaceful acceptance of each 
day’s cares, sorrows, trials and wor­
ries. It is bearing without a mur­
mur undeserved reproaches and con­
demnation. It is suppressing rebel­
lion against the daily round of dis­
agreeable duties. It is keeping self- 
controlled. It is living life bravely 
when hope and illusion are dead. It 
is taking without protest those 
things we like least, because it seems 
necessary to accept them. It is keep­
ing one’s mind and heart sweet, pure, 
and genial in an atmosphere of in­
gratitude, folly, deceit, unkindness, 
willfulness, injustice, and pain. It is 
part of the great heroism of the 
commonplace—the silent, unnoted, 
unrecognized courage of daily life.

“Active patience consists of doing, 
not bearing. It is plodding, per­
sistent, persevering conquest of 
trifles, toward the realization of an 
ideal—the attainment of an end. It 
is content with progress —no matter 
how slight, how trivial, how slow. It 
is the conservation of every ray of 
mental energy. It achieves all 
things—by working, watching, wait-

“Paticnre should be one of the 
great foundation stones of every 
character—for its loss weakens all 
the other virtues, gives power and 
dominion to all the vices.”—William 
George Jordan, in Saturday .Evening 
Post.
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THE BLOOM OP HEALTH.

How to Keep the Little Ones 
Bright, Active and Healthy.

Everv mother knows that little 
children, need careful attention—but 
they do not need strong drugs. When 
baby is peevish, cross or unwell, it 
is an unfortunate fact that too many 
mothers dose them With so-called 
“soothing” medicines which stupefy 
and put the little one into an un­
natural sleep, but do not remove the 
cause 6f the trouble. What is want­
ed to make the little one bright, 
cheerful and well, is Baby’s Own 
Tablets, which will promptly cure 
colic, sour stomach, indigestion, 
constipation, diarrhoea, simple fe­
vers and teething troubles. They give 
children sound, refreshing sleep, be­
cause they remove the cause of the 
trouble. These tablets are guaran­
teed to contain no opiate or other 
harmful drug. Mrs. James Found, 
Valenti a, Ont., says :—“Before I got 
Baby’s Own Tablets, my baby was 
very pale and delicate, and so peev­
ish that I had to walk the floor with 
him day and night. The first tablet 
I gave him helped him, and that 
night he slept soundly. Since then 
the tablets have made him perfectly 
well, and he is now a fine, heathly 
looking baby, and is getting quite 
fat. I would not be without the 
tablets if they cost a dollar a box.”

Baby’s Own Tablets are good for 
children of all ages and are taken as 
readily as candy. Crushed to a 
powder, they can be given with ab­
solute safety to the youngesti weak­
est baby. Sold by all druggists or 
sent postpaid at 25 cents a box, by 
addressing the Dr. Williams’ Medi­
cine Co., Brock ville. Ont.

“If a civil word or two will ren­
der a man happy,” said a French 
king, “he must be wretched, indeed,

SHORT time ago, when trav- 
(snmif oJing on a local train I was 

extracted by a conversation 
rWÉïy betwcen two young Indies,
I vW who appeared to bo deeply in­
terested in a small book and to 
find subject matter for discussion 
within its covers. I was not. close 
enough to them to catch the details 
of their conversation, nor was .1 pur­
posely listening; but I Could not help I 
noticing that it was a poem in the ! 
book that was the object of their 
very animated chat. When xxe came 
to the half-way station, the two 
young Indies passed out of the car, 
evidently going for refreshments. 
They left the book behind on their 
sent, and it was open at the page 
oxer which they appeared to have 
been so animated. Curiosity over­
came me, and I took a glance at the 
volume—expecting to find that they 
had been discussing the merits of a 
love sonnet—and, to my surprise 1 
found that it was the “Stabat Ma­
ter” (in Latin and in English) that 
had created such an interest in the 
minds of the two young people. The 
reader ran imagine my astonishment. 1 
During the remainder of the journey 
they seemed to have taken up some 
other subject of interest to them; I 
do not knoxv what it was. But 1 
had learned enough to satisfy my cu­
riosity, and I am very glad that 
such was the case. T learned, in two 
words, that, in the midst of all the 
frivolities and vanities of the hour, 
there arc actually young women of 
the world who have a sufficient ap­
preciation of the beautiful, the in­
spiring and the grand to leave aside 
the rank literature of the day and 
to devote their attention to the 
charms—poetic as well ns religious— 
of the “Stal.at Mater.”

POWER OF IMAGINATION — If 1 
am not mistaken I wrote observa­
tions. some time ago, upon the sub­
ject of imagination and the import­
ant part it plays in life. Unless a 
person has a certain degree of im­
agination and a heart capable of soft 
and refining impressions it is not 
likely that poetry, be it profane or 
sacred, will appeal to them. But in 
every breast there is a string that 
can be trade to vibrate in harmony 
with the loftiest conceptions, if only 
it can be touched at the proper mo­
ment ami with the right finger. 
Equally is there in the great and iin- 
mcmorahlc field of letters a tune, a 
verse, a poem that, if only brought 
to the attention of the hardest of 
us, will correspond with our dor­
mant sentiments and awaken our 
slumbering impulses. Some place 
in his works the late Brother Aza­
lias makes use of the following very 
applicable remarks : “Somewhere the 
chord exists that will appoil to your 
nature and disposition with effect, 
and W’ll evoke a corresponding at- 
tenement. The vh id imagination 
that enables children to live in a 
world all their own, peopled with 
beings of their own creation. that 
imagination with which the little 
girl speaks to her dolls, and fancies 
them sick, or injured, or naughty ; 
that imagination with which the lit­
tle boy bestrides his wooden horse, 
or maishals his tin soldiers in bat­
tle array,—that imagination is not 
extinct in the grown man or woman; 
it is only dormant. It may be 
awakened to construct noble ideals 
of life subservient to reason and ex­
perience.”

AWAKENING SENTIMENTS. — 
Coming back to my special subject ; 
it seems to me that the reading, and 
above all the discussing, of such a 
production as the “Stabat Mater,” 
must have fired their imaginations, 
stirred their sentiments and opened 
out horizons of unlimited grandeur 
for those two young ladies. The vi­
sions of the most sublimely tragic 
episode in the history of the world 
and, at the same time, of the most 
tender and marvellous of all the cre­
atures that came from God’s Hand, 
could not but awaken sentiments of

a higher and purer love and a more 
exalted devotion than any others in 
life. And of a necessity, the hand 
of imagination and that of sentiment 
must have opened the portals of the 
heai t for the admission of religion’s 
sweetest charms, most consoling doc­
trines, most reassuring promises. rp<> 
my mind the “Stnbat Mater” had 
been silently and effectively working 
a miracle on that rapid train, and 
in the midst of all the world’s al­
lurements and distractions.

TIIE POETRY OF MARY.—Under 
('oil. there is no being whose life, 
whoso attributes and whose suffer­
ings and glory, have tended more to 
inspire the real poets of nil Chris­
tian agis—and I could almost say 
pre-Christian times—than Mary. 
From the prophetic days of antiqui­
ty, when Zachary and Simeon 'on- 
toned praises, in advance of the Vir­
gin Mother, when she, herself, gave 
expression to the sublime thoughts 
couched in the verses of the “Magni­
ficat. dbwn to the most modern of 
times, when Wordsworth so graphic­
ally pictured her ns :—

“Our tainted nature’s solitary 
boast”—throughout the ages the 
most, sacred, as well ns the most 
worldly of poets, have sung the 
praises of the Mother of God. From 
Hilary and Prudentius, to Keltic and 
Chnuser; from Ambrose and Bernard 
to Newman and Faber; from Acquitt­
as to Scott; from Byron to Aubrey 
de Vero; in every tongue, and in 
every land, in every mood and in 
every form have the great and the 
gifted drawn inspiration from the 
life and perfections of the Virgin Mo­
ther and woven them into song that, 
illumined the imagination and fanned 
into existence the sentiments of men.

THE MOST TOUCHING OF ALL 
—But. of all that pen has traced of 
verse in honor or in commemoration 
of Mary, to my humble mind, the- 
“Stabat: Mater” stands out. unique 
and conspicuous. It is not possible 
to translate it. Wc may gixe the 
words in our language that corres­
pond with those of the Latin; wo 
may oxen weave a rhyme out of our 
rendering of it; wc may reproduce, 
in a way, the sentiments and ideas; 
hut there is a something wanting. 
Take that simple question:—

“Quis est homo qui non floret, ' 
Si net am Mat rem si vider et 
Bum pendebat Filins)”
Who is the man who would not 

wool» if he were to sec that Holy Mo­
th' i" while the Son hung suspended? 
Wc must add words to this literal 
translation to convey nil that i« 
“understood,” all the force of mean­
ing that is hidden between the lives, 
in fact all the world of suggestion 
that is left unexpressed. Wc must 
make use of the imagination, in all 
its powers, to picture the scene when 
that Mother stood under the Cross, 
on which her Son, the Red'ecmer, was 
expiring; xvc must summon up a lo- 

1 gion of sentiments to correspond 
xvith the feelings—like an ocean of 
sorrow, so vast—of that sinless and 
excruciating Mol her. All the art
that poet can call to his aid is dis­
played in the construction of that 
one verse; all the poetry of thought, 
of feeling, of imagination that men 
have ever experienced, is brought in­
to play by the effective influence of 
that one prem. If the mind seeks 
to range unfettered through the
realms of thought or over the fields 
of fancy, it has an adequate impetus 
given to it in the “Stabat Mater.”" 
And it was a saint of God, and a 
child of the Church who gave that 
hymn to humanity. The mere ideas 
suggested to me by that simple dis­
covery of the object of the two 
young ladies’ discussion would fill 
a volume. But I have over-taxed 
my limited space already, and I will 
close my observations for this week 
with the hope that this and others 
of our Church's glorias gifts to th» 
repertory of the wor’d’s poetry may 
yet be fully appreciated by the peo­
ple of our time.

FAST 

PASSAGE 

ACROSS 

ATLANTIC.

The Cunard Line steamship Luca- 
nia, whi.h arrived last week from 
Liverpool and Queenstown, made the

best run on this trip that the Ship 

has made in four years. The timo 

of passage from Daunt’s Rock to* 

Sandy Hook lightship, was five days, 

fifteen hours and flrty-nine minutes. 

Captain Alexander McKay said that 

were it not for fog which was en­

countered on the passage, he would 

have arrived in time to land hi > pas- 

sengeers earlier.
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