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351THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE.siarch 2, i9ii
be selected, rather than to patronize an inferior 
horse of the desired breed, 
sire should not be influenced by any personal mat­
ter or friendship.
looked upon as a business,,proposition,

is justified in patronizing a sire that does 
not suit him, simply because he wants to do a 
“ good turn *’ to his friend who owns or controls 
the horse. Having once selected the breed, he 
should stick to it, and in a few generations the 
females he produces will register, after which he 
will be able to produce pure-breds. The motto 
of the breeder should be, “ Stick to Type and 
Breed,” avoid composite breeding or ‘the mixture 

The first cross, when animals of dif­
ferent breeds are mated, may be very 
tory, but the progeny, while a very fine individual, 
has lost the marked individuality of both breeds, 
is to a great extent minus the prepotency she 
should possess, and, if she be bred, it is impos­
sible to foretell with' any reasonable certainty 
what the progeny will be. The writer recently 
had occasion to judge a class of agricultural 
horses in which there were some high-class teams, 
but no pure-breds. The contest for first arid sec­
ond places narrowed down to two teams, ; one 
pair of mares of the Clydesdale type, each having 
three crosses of Clydesdale blood; and a pair of 
grays, produced by crossing a Clydesdale mare 
with a Percheron stallion. The grays were an 
excellent team, in high condition, while the bays 
were also a good team, but not in such good con- 

After due consideration, first place was 
The fact that the grays won

HORSES.writes about the farm constantly is

wn” one very successfully. A man who writes 
S a manufacturing industry knows better how 
to manage it than the men whose money and liveli­
hood are at stake Î f

11 ‘The Farmer's Advocate
a great place on which to experi-

course, win u<B * f the community at large, careful consideration would rfiake it much more
ment for tn ' , .deas are soundi there is profitable. If the average farmer who breeds one

Proving them in practice, to the sat- or more mares would pay the same attention to 
nothing like Pro „or?cerned. if the ideas do not the science of breeding that he does to other de- 
isfaction ot ai , . , . t » wili bnd partments, or even that he does to breeding otherPan out Tanyonl eîse, and wdl classes of stock, he would find it to his financial
it out more q . at {rom various angies, it advantage. We might ask the question, Why 
shut uPp ■ ' ' ve the . Advocate,’ by pro- is it that, in this old Province, where horses have
°M nl the gold of actual experience, instead of been bred for so many years, we see so few pure-
vidrng tnc go . . , breds, or even good grades in horses; while, in
the gilt °f theorizing.^ ^ ^ cattle, sheep, swine and poultry almost every

farmer has pure-breds, or, at least, high grades ? 
This is pretty good, and we publish it with- The answer fs not hard to find. It is simply 

He laughs best who laughs last. We from the fact that the breeders have produced
, rlpfpr our laugh until we have sawed horses in a haphazard sort of way, while he has

It will not be our first cord, paid intelligent attention to the production of the 
__ , , t) ■ other classes. There is no reason why the farmer

trust the Editor of the Review ghould not grade up his horses, and, after a few
be able to visit London soon and see the generations, produce animals eligible for registra- 

The more people who see it in its present tion, even though he cannot afford, or does not
to pay the price for pure-bred females to 

The fact that a female is registered 
-- or eligible for registration makes her more valu­

able, both as a breeder and on the market, than 
another whose individuality is equally good, but 

,, which cannot be registered. The trouble has 
•• And in spite of it £ll I saw signs of spring, been> and gtill is_ there is too much crossing of 

said a visitor who came into the office while one breeds, too much admixture of blood. The breeder
f the worst storms of the winter was raging, looks too much to the near future (if he gives the

--As I came _____ __ street I saw a farmer's matter any-reasonable consideration at all), con-

The selection of a

Horse-breeding should be 
and noThe Selection of Sires.

manThe prevailing high prices of horses makes 
horse-breeding a lucrative and pleasant depart­
ment of mixed farming, but a little more care andmodel farm, of

- !

of bloods.
satisfac-

out reply- 
prefer 
some 
either, 
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farm
condition, the better we

wood.
We

shall be pleased. care 
start with.

Harbinger of Vegetables and 
Flowers.

dition.
given to the grays.

cited by some interested parties as an argu­
ment for crossing the breeds, but we think differ­
ently. While we considered the grays the better 
agricultural team, we do not' consider them near­
ly as valuable for breeding purposes, because the 
crossing of the bloods produced animals that, 
though high-class individuals, lack the distinctive 
characteristics of either breed, hence have not 
sufficient prepotency to reproduce satisfactorily, 
and, if bred to a sire of either breed, would in all 
probability prove a disappointment. This unfor­
tunate mixing of blood has been the worst phase 
of horse-breeding in this country. While such 
crossing may, as in the case cited, give good re­
sults in either light or heavy horses, so far as the 
immediate results are concerned, for future breed­
ing it cannot but prove disastrous, and mongrel- 
ize our horses. Even where careful attention is 
given to breeding, and good fillies produced, there 
is too great a tendency for the breeder to sell 
the fillies and continue to breed their dams, from 
the fact that he has too many horses, he is breed­
ing for the market, and will sell, the animals for 
which he can get the longest price. When a mare 
with one or more crosses of any particular breed 
is mated with a good sire of that breed, it' is 
reasonable to expect the offspring to be a better 
individual than her dam.
mated, her offspring should be still better, and 
so on. Under these conditions, it requires little 
thought to convince the breeder that it will pay 
him to keep the filly for breeding purposes, and 
sell the old mare, even at a much less price.

The same system should be followed in breed­
ing light horses that has been discussed in breed­
ing the heavier classes. For instance, the prod­
uct of a Thoroughbred mare by a Hackney stal­
lion, or vice versa, is usually a high-class animal 
that will either ride or drive with satisfaction, an 
animal that will probably be worth as much or, 
in some cases, more, money than a pure-bred of 
either class.
all that could he looked for, and, for utility pur­
poses, no mistake has been made ; but if this

wad

' Jfllnmr the street I saw a farmer’s _ . . „ ,,— 6 ... . tnlncniA sidering solely the immediate result of the cross,
wife climbing into a sleigh with a seed cat og rather than taking into consideration probable fu-
in her hand.” After thinking it over, we have iure generations, \ve will briefly consider the
decided that that was about the finest sign of production of heavy horses, no doubt the^ most

heard of.aprlng ever “

sr” ïï, r — g-»-—scrers? r.
selected, and will be ready to start her flower and Qr more crosses of any breed, there should be no 
vegetable gardens. Possibly the children, and, question about the selection of the breed of 
nerhans the farmer himself, will have their favor- to which they should be bred. But, if his pro- 
■' . j , . „_„.;i î be ready to start in on spective dam or dams be simply mares of con-,tes picked out, and will be ready to sIderable size, of no particular breeding or char-
what Bill Nye called “The great game of making acterjsticg that should indicate the class of sire 
garden things look like their portraits in the seed thftt ghould be selected. With simply good mares

of sufficient size to produce agricultural or draft 
the farm that give horses, if properly mated, the question naturally 

arises, “ How shall I cross them ?” He should 
consider this question carefully. He will, no 
doubt, consider his own inclinations, the favorite 

much it means to the general health of the family breed of horses in his locality, and the market.
the table at all sea- jje sv,0uld look further ahead than the immediate 

who is in the habit result, considering the probability of the offspring,
1= „ HAX7 enn he trusted to tell if it be a female, being bred when old enough, her of eating three meals a day can be trusted to being bred| etc. 0f course, it should be

how enjoyable they are. I rom the first green understood that all male animals of such breeding
of spring to the vegetables that are pitted for should be castrated, and none but pure-breds (and,
winter use, they are all both wholesome and de- if possible, those with long pedigrees) should be
lightful And the amount of care the garden used as sires. Having decided the breed of sire

® the satisfaction with which he will cross his mares, he should se-needs is trifling compared with the satis a ^ the very best individual procurable at a
it gives. If it is put in good ground that nas reRgonabIe gtud fee We say “ a reasonable stud
been well fertilized, it can be attended to in odd fee ». but Gf course, a few dollars is practically

it must receive attention at ,,f little moment when it means the difference' be-
the weeds must be discouraged, tween patronizing a good sire or a poor one.

. _ . vniuabie Existing conditions or local conditions may haveof the most valuable ,n(U|Bence in the selection. A good individual
of the breed favored may not be procurable, and 
in such a case a good sire of another breed should

sire
J
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Hence, the immediate results are 49but even if it required some 
time on the farm it would still pay to have it.

"was cleared on salt­

an

It may be true that Ontario 
pork and potatoes,” but there is no need of hav­
ing the land worked on the same bill-of-fare.

Then there is the flower garden, 
nothing that does so much to make a farmhouse 
look like a home—a place that it will be unneces­
sary to coax the children not to leave as plenty 
of trees, vines and grass, and, if it can be prop­
erly attended to, a bright flower garden, 
not be laid out on the old-fashioned plan indeed, 
these are not much recommended nowadays but 
may rather take the form of a perennial border, 
which is easy to attend, and therefore not so like­
ly to become unsightly through neglect, 
be supplemented by a few choice annuals and house 
plants. The vegetable garden may cater delicate­
ly to the needs of the body, but is it not written 
in the Koran, ‘‘If I had but one loaf of bread I 
would sell half of it and buy hyacinths, for beauty 
is food for the soul.” The time to plan the 
garden and learn just what must be done to make 
it a success is in the winter, when people have a 
little leisure. There will still be many long even­
ings that could not be better employed between 
now and the time to begin planting. Let the 
signs of spring increase.
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The Dominion Millers’ Association have ex­
pressed themselves by resolution as opposed to 
reciprocity. It is rumored that many millers do 
not fear reciprocity, but would prefer extension of 
trade within the Empire.

j

Farm Teams, Kelso, Scotland.
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