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1916 Wheat Crop --- 236 Million
Bushels _

Government Report for End of

June Forecasts Bumper Crop in

Average Yield. Condition Above Normal

By ERNEST II. GODFREY, F.5.S.

We are able now, from reports received at the end
of June, to form a fairly clear idea as to the general

nature of the present season, and cffect that it is

likely to have upon iculture production. An old
farming adage is that “a dripping June keeps all
things in tune.” If this ancient saw holds good in
Itastern Canada, there should be no discord this
vear, for the rainfall throughout Quebee and On-
tario during June has been one of the heaviest on
record.  The ceritical period will really be the month
through which we are now passing; and so far the
weather of July has made divine amends for the ex-
resses of Jupiter Pluvius in June.

The Wheat Crop.

The Census and Statisties Office publishes annually
two estimates of the arcas sown to ficld crops: one
a preliminary estimate after the end of May, the
other 4 month later after the end of June. This year
the May estimate was issued when much of the seed-
ing hiad not heen completed heeanse of the late spring,
and therefore the seecond and final estimate at the end
of June should have the greater value. As a matter
of faet both estimates are not greatly divergent, but

the June estimates are uniformly somewhat higher

than thoge of May. The following statement shows

the estimated acrcage under wheat for the coming

harvest, with the comparative figures for the two
preceding seasons:
T'rovinces 1914 19156
Acres Acres
\avinime  Trovinees oL L L. 06,600 61,700
QUUTICE w1 v o e munsimsermmisissse o o 55,000 71,000
OUIATIO + o e et eeiineaeneees 834,400 1,093,000
North West I'rovinees. .. 9,335,400 11,744,700
British Columbif. . . . sasisisss 12,500 16,000
IR 5 o v o ms amwn e was s we L0p293,900 12,986,400

a - Increase.

Thus the wheat arvea for the current year's harvest
is placed at 11,517,600 acres, an estimate however
which is liable to revision when the results of the
present . Northwest  Census shall have been ascer-
tained later in the year. Tt will be noted from the
table that while the area is 11.3 per cent less than
list year it is yet 11.9 per cent above the area of
19144 Definite knowledge of the area sown goes a
long way towards forming an idea of the total yield.
The only other factor that can at this stage help us
15 the condition of the growing crop. At the end of
June telegraphice crop reports were collected by the
Census Office from all parts of Canada, and those
which came in from the Northwest Provinces con-
curred in the statement that the wheat crop was
showing high promise.  The numerical condition as-
sitned by the Census Office on the compilation of
the reports from all its correspondents was, for the
west, quite as high as last year; but as this year's
crops were from ten days to a fortnight late the risk
ol dam:

» from carly frosts before ripening is great-
ery and therefore much will depend upon this uncer-

fain factor.  With plenty of moisture in the ground,

what is now required is a cood ripening season and
frecdom from frost. Tn the eastern parts of Canada,
cepecially Ontario and Quehee, the excessive rains

during June have not been favorable to the wheat
crop, low-lyving lands especially suffering. The grain
crops in Ontario and Quebee are in many cases look-
ma yvellow and patehy, and favorable weather is need-
c¢d this month for their recovery. Tor all Canada, the
numerical condition assigned to the wheat crop at
the end of June was just over 100, this figure re-
presenting the average yield per acre for the past
eight years Consequently as the average yield per
aere for this period was 20 1-2 bushels, we may
anticipate from the area estimated to he sown a total
production of upwards of 236 million bushels, a larger
total than in any previous year excepting only last
year's record of 376 million bushels. In this cal-
culation it is asumed that conditions between June
30 and the time of harvest will be equal to the aver-

age; that is that the seasonal phenomena after the
end of June will not be abnormal. Ixperience how-
ever has shown that the harvest may turn out great-
ly different from any forecasts that may be made
from the condition of the growing crop at the end
of June. Tor instance, on June 30, 1913, an average
crop was anticipated, but the actual yield per acre
was 10 per cent above average; in 1914 the anticipa-
tion at June 30 was for 3 per cent above average;
in the result the yield was 20 per cent below it rm.d
on Junce 30th, 1915 the condition pointed to a yield
per acre of about 8 per cent above average, but it
turned out actually to be at least 53 per cent above
average. Apparently the month of July is such a
critical time for the wheat crop that forecasts made
a4 month previously cannot bhe depended upon with

any great degrec of confidence.

Other Grain Crops.

Next to wheat, oats is the most important of the
Canadian field crops, and for the current year the
cstimated acreage is 10,644,000 as compared with
11.365,000 last year. The following statement shows
for Canada the acres under grain crops other than
whent for the three years 1914, 1915 and 1916.

Acres Acres Acres
C'rop 1914 1915 1916
Oats. . .« ...e.. 10,061,500 11,365,000 10,644,000
Barley. ... covos 1,495,600 1,609,350 1,397,,900
Decrease Increase
compared compared
1916 with 1915 with 1914
Acres Acres p:e: Acres p.C
61,900 200a 0.3a 5,300 9.3
70,400 1,000 1.4 15,000 27.3
875,800 217,200 20.0 41,400 4.9
10,493,200 1,251,500 10.6 1,157,800 12.4
16,700 700a 4.0a 4,200 33.6

1,468,300 11.3 1,223,700 11.9

11,517,600

BY€. . « « o wsisiow 111,280 112,300 159,700

Peas .« « « s 205,550 196,210 101,400
Beans. . o ¢ vsins 43,830 43,310 34,500
Mixed Grains. .. 463,300 466,800 410,700
Duchwheat. . ... 354,400 343,800 356,500
PTG oo o vwe s 1,084,000 806,600 723,000

Root and Fodder Crops.
As is apparent from the following statement root
and fodder erops show some falling off in the areas

sown, as compared with the last two years.

Crops 1914 1915 1916
Acres Acres Acres
Potatoes; o « swewms 475,900 478,600 448,800
THrNipE, 616 . aass 175,000 172,700 156,200
C‘orn for husking. . . 256,000 253,300 183,700
Corn for fodder. . . 317,000 343,400 297,000
Sugar Beets: s seiss 12,100 18,000 15,000
Ilay and Clover.... 7,997,000 7,875,000 7,974,000
AIPAYEA,. o o o e ioassii 90,315 92,630 89,900

In some cases this is doubtless due to the greater
attention given to wheat; but for the present year
it is also due to the difficulties of seeding caused by
the excessively wet weather of June in Quebee and
Ontario. Farmers in Ontario have partly saved mat-
ters by sowing more land to buckwheat, which is
one of the latest erops to be put in; but both in On-
tario and in Quebec, they will find their best com-
pensation in the abundant hay crops, which at the
time of writing there is every prospect of harvest-
ing in prime condition. With the continuance of the
demand for hay for export at good prices, the gain
should be a real one, and there should also be a
further good effect in an abundance of dry fodder
for live stock next winter. On this account the
smaller production of corn will not be greatly felt.
A
field crops, we find, for 1916, a total acreage of 34,-

‘aregating the acres estimated to be sown to all

509,900. This is less than last year by about 2 1-2
million acres; but is more than in 1914 by over one
million acres. Owing to the conditions of seeding

this year, it is certain that in many sections more

land will be in summer fallow than last year'a.nd
should therefore take effect in better crops next
year.

Altogether the present outlook for the harvest of
1916, though not so rosy as was that of last year
under the circumstances of an exceptional season, is
yvet one of great promise.

Numbers of Farm Live Stock.

The fol]m;'ing statement shows the estimated num-
bers of horses, cattle, sheep and swine in Canada
at the end of June, 1916, compared with the two pre-

ceding years:

Description 1914 1915 1916

HOrses. « o« woasons 2,947,738 2,996,099 2,990,635
Milch Cows. - 2,673,286 2,666,846 2,603,345
Other Cattle. . . . 3,863,631 3,399,155 3,826,519
Sheep . . . ........ 2,058,045 2,038,662 1,965,101
Swine. . . ceeev.n 3,434,261 3,111,900 2,814,672

The chief feature noticeable in these figures is the
continued decline in the numbers of sheep and swine.
Horses and milch cows are somewhat fewer in num-
ber, but there is a satisfactory increase in the num-
ber of cattle, as compared with 1915. The decreases
apply principally to Eastern Canada. In the West
all descriptions show increases over last year, except
for swine in all three provinces and “other cattle”
in Manitoba.

Additional Shell Orders

Production Speeded Up and Women Workers to be
Recruited.

The announcement to-day that the Imperial Muni-
tions Board has received from the British Govern-
ment further orders for thirty-five million dollars’
worth of heavy shells for delivery early in 1917
brings the total of British orders in Canada for
shells and high explosives up to over half a billion
dollars. The new order includes mainly six-inch and
nine-point two-inch shells.

So far Canada has delivered a little over two
hundred million dollars’ worth of shells according
to the “Globe”. At the present time deliveries are
averaging nearly one million dollars’ worth per day,
By the end of the year Chairman Flavelle of the
Imperial Munitions Board says the output will be at
least thirty-five million dollars’ worth per month.
About three hundred million dollars’ worth of or-
ders are now in process of being filled by some four
hundred Canadian firms. The new fuse manufactur-
ing plant established near Montreal is now in satis-
factory operation, and Canada can now produce for
Great Britain over a score of thousand<®of shells every
day all ready for the artillery at the front to fire.

Women Workers.

The chief difficulty now being experienced in
speeding up the Canadian output of shells is the lack
of skilled workmen for the munitions factories.
There is a general scarcity of labor. Thousands of
men who might have been available for munition
work have been recruited ahd sent to the front..
New workers are being trained but shell contractors
report great difficulty in procuring them. As one
means of meeting the situation the Munitions Board
is now urging the recruiting of women to work in
munitions factories. In Great Britain there are now
tens of thousands of giris and women thus employed
and their\work has been of inestimable value to the
cause of the allies. They are easily trained to handle
machines and have proved competent and reliable
workers. Chairman Flavelle believes there are
thousands of women in Canada who would be glad
to do essential war work. An illustrated book of in-
struction on the employment and training of wo-
men munition workers, issued by the Ministry of
Munitions, has been sent to every manufacturer in
Canada engaged on munitions contracts. There
are already hundreds of girls and women employed
in the shell factories of Canada. They are reported
to be giving good satisfaction. More are needed.

LETTERS FROM THE FRONT.

The (anadian Bank of Commerce has issued No.
5 of the pamphlets devoted to a record of the part
played by officers of the bank in the great war. The
present pamphlet contains, in addition to the Honor
Roll of those members of the bank’s staff killed in
action or who have died during the past six months,
a list of casualties, and wherever possible news of
the casualty. There is also a list of members of
the staff who have taken up military duty.

A number of most interesting letters from officers
and men at the front are also included, all of which
make up a valuable record of the great part being
played by memhers of the staff in the Great War,

-

.

o

—————

Vol. XLI

~ Announc
ed to prov

-hensive w

beginning
national R
dent is C
Harvard T
membershi
State Govi
Consul Ge
universitie
yers—all a
of their pr

Three g1
of the Inte
are as foll

(1) Imp
victims of
long as th

(2)- Am
Europe wh
habilitatio:

3) A
practicabil:

Australia
conference
deral and
ber of the
need for a
ference ad
ment of sc
The details
of resoluti
ence. It is
the placing
ing the ne:

The con
atives adoj
to land set

(1) The
the states
scheme fo
returned s

(2) The
states. Su
who were
turned sol¢

The Fe
funds by w
of making
or similar
ments, and
stitutions
money at ¢

(4) Wit
ments of t
will be inv:
to the reps
if practical

(5) Im
ments of tl
will be inv
a special r
by appeals
mittee, the
local organ
the Commc
The fund |
to be pres
committee,
returned s
ance, or b
soldiers an
tive aid. ¢
terest.
TRAINING

(6) Pro
for the im
training fa
might serv
of determis
for the wor
such traini
ate farm.

(7 W it
are obviou



