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CURRENT TOPICS.
Thk will of the late Mr. George 

Sharp, contractor, of Hamilton, shows 
an estate valued at $U1,0UU.

a • a
Silt AdolpheCaron, who has been 

in lAindou for Home time, is prevented 
returning to Canada by an attack of 
illnemt, which confines him to his bed.

The Bisley shooting competition will 
open on July 10. Canada will bo well 
represented, and doubtless Scotland 
will give a good account of her sharp- 
shots as usual.

There Is reason to believe that Prof. 
J. Clark Murray, who holds the chair 
of philosophy in McGill VDiversity, 
will shortly resign to Accept a chair in 
Yasser College

Tit k stave factory of Schliehauf Bros., 
in the village of West Lome, Ont., was 
destroyed by fire on Tuesday morning. 
Twenty men have been thrown out of 
employment in consequence.

When the Behring Sea tribunal re­
sumed its sittings on Tuesday a series 
of regulations were submitted by the 
British counsel for the governing of 
■eel-fishing iu the Behring See.

The manuscript of Sir Walter 
Scott’s “Life of Dean Swift,” which 
was reserved by the publishers, 
comes to auction in Ixmdon this week 
in the sale of the Middle Hall col­
lection.

Mr. John Morkouoii, antt-Parnel- 
lite member for South-Hast Cork county, 
has decided to retire from Parliament 
owing to the attitude of Mr. Sexton 
and the Freeman'* Journal,.toward the 
Parnellite faction.

Tiik Government cattle inspectors at 
Montreal have tece'ved a communica­
tion from the Department of Marine 
and Fisheries, Informing them that the 
cattle dues are increased from two to 
three cents per head.

Several Anti-Parnellite members 
of the House of Commons have received 
complaints from their constituent» for 
not opposing the Government con­
cessions to the Unionists in the debate 
on the Home Rule bill.

• * .
Most people will agree with the 

suggestion of the Montreal lYitnru that 
a public testimonial should be present­
ed to Sir William Dawson in recogni­
tion of his distinguished services in 
connection with McGill University.

• * *

It is reported that the Italian Gov­
ernment has abandoned the idea 
petroleum monopoly, and instead ». 
likely create a monopoly in the life anu 
fire insurance business, which will have 
a very serious effect on foreign coir-

Dr. K. P. Lachapelle, chairman 
of the Provincial Board of Health, 
speaking of the charges made by Dr. 
Playter, of Ottawa, against the Grosse 
Isle quarantine, said that he considered 
the charges as absolutely without 
foundation.

The German Government has hopes 
now of a small majority iu favor of! 
the Army bill, due, it is said, to the fact 
that while the populous districts have 
by overwhelming majorities elected 
candidates opposed to the bill, the 
smaller constituencies have in many 
instances by small majorities returned 
candidates favoring the bill.

Commandant Booth, of the Sal va- 
tion Army, iu the course of a lecture 
which he gave in Winnipeg on Mon­
day night, stated that his father was 
maturing a scheme for carrying on a 
war against the liquor traûic all over 
the world.

It is reported th .t the F.nglish Gov­
ernment has sent telegrams to the Sul­
tan of Turkey and to the Turkish 
Grand Vizier imploring that clemency 
be shown to the 17 Armenians who 
were a few days ago sentenced to death 
for their share iu the seditious rioting 
at Cesarea.

. * t
The Pall Mall Gautié says it is the 

intention of the British Government to 
abandon thd*financial clauses of the 
Home Rule bill and substitute new 
clauses empowering the Irish I legisla­
ture to frame its own budget to the 
amount of live million pounds.

• • -
The Under-Secretary of Agriculture 

of (Jueeuslaud has forwarded to Canada 
four cases of oranges, one case of pine 
apples, and five cases of arrowroot, 
for the purpose of seeing if a trade iu 
such commodities can be established 
with Canada, now that there is a fast 
service between the two countries.

* * •

Tiih convention of the Dominion 
Women’s Temperance Union, in ses­
sion at Winnipeg, have re-elected the 
“ 1 board of directors. During a dls- 

.sion of the subject of dress reform, 
,ie wearing of sleeveless and low-cut 

gowns was severely condemned.

Mr. Renton, the secretary of the 
Grand Trunk railway in London, 
says the shareholders are "not likely 
to object to Messrs. Gould, McIntyre, 
and others buying a controlling inter­
est in Grand Trunk stock, but he 
knows nothing personally as to the 
truth of the rumors.

. • •
The Yorkthirg Pott, commenting on 

Mr. Kdward Blake's speech at South 
l^eeds on Saturday last says that Mr. 
Blake should speak of what he knows, 
and it is quite clear that he knows 
nothing of English opinion on Home 
Rule. It will be Inferred from this that 
the speech was an effective one and in­
jurious to the Pogt'g antt-Home Rule

The Comte d’Haussonville, leader of 
the Monarchist party in France, at a 
banquet in Paris on Sunday, called 
upon all Conservative factions to unite 
In the general elections in support of 
a programme of public honesty, social 
defence, and religious liberty.

The death is announced of Mr. W. 
Reid, of Wick and latterly of Nairn, 
whose contributions to the natural 
history of t/ie north of Scotland are 
well known. Mr Reid was a personal 
friend of th • .ate Frank Buck land, and 
a valued correspondent of naturali -ts 
in all parts of the United Kingdom. It 
was a characteristic of the deceased 
gentleman that he placed at the dis­
posal of every naturalist who sought 
hnn out all the stores of his informa­
tion. His one desire was to further 
the interests of science. He was re­
garded as one of the best authorities 
on all questions relating to bird life 
and the habits of fishes in the country. 
He made numerous descriptive con­
tributions to the newspapers on such 
topics, and regret is expressed that he 
never could lie prevailed upon to put 
his observations into a permanent 
form. Mr. Reid had entered on his 
eightieth year.
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