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THE DOUBLE HOUSE.
Slv left mi- a little comforted. 1 askid her woiiM she not stay ? wits 

eliv mil afraiil of meeting him in the street1
" Oh, iio,' she sight'd. “lie seem; to know intuitively nix goings - it 

nml my .mining- in 1 never see him—never—nut even 1-x 1 .mr. 1
cun not gin»* Imw it hu|>|H-nc'l to-day. How iil lie looked !” she added 
rocniTiiig again to wlnti sioined ii|i|iviniost in her thoughts. "Mrs. 
Rivers, will you entreat your hushnml to watch over him—to takueare 
of him? Promise mo you will."

I proniisvil her, |sior temh r thing ! and inwardly determined to watch 
hint myself with a closer eye than t hat of my simple-hearted husband 
to whom, of coufac I told ilie whole mutter.

He like in -, was now fairly liewildvml. “ Peggy," he said, “ hadn't 
yon better let the thing alone ?"

‘ L -t it alone," 1 cried, •* such cruel Borrow, such n flagrant wrung,

1 Well," hi- -ing iiu\“ |K-rhap* von arc riglit, Peg, my dear. Happy, 
folk ought t-i help the miserable.

keen, and I have hud my share of

('ll)Kil, AI'I'I.KX, AND SMOKKP IIERRINC.
........  • Il -\|||'- Il , • DH.ItX HERRING landing

I set t-i work. Wumiiu's wit 
the quality.

We invited Dr. Meirhiston to 
then f.viiuvntly. Of «nurse Mrs. 
these invitations, nml of course, w 
Gradually this censed, and In-

ur house ; he nunc, at first rarely 
-lerviiisto’i u a ; always im-linleil in
......iveil duly the formal njiologv.
‘till, lie must have known that -die 

on olh -r days ; often lie found books and work of hers lying 
table ; yet Ins vistis censed nut. lie seemed to like

Hound my husband b rume staunch friends, lint us for me, despite his 
courtesy, my heart remain-d angry and sore against him.

Yet I must confess that we found him nil his <wif- fomllv believe»! : a 
m m of keen intellect, high princiiilcs, gin- inns nml t«-udci-hearted. If I 
li nl not kmiMii xx h it 1 diil know, I -h-tiilil have avoueiieil, uiihcsitatinjly 
that the world did not romain a nobler man than Dr. Mvrchisiuii. Ex­
cepting, of course, my James.

For his manner*, they were simple, natural, kind ; not in any way 
«•centric or indivittixe of vie.- ..r lolly. Among our neighbours his 
character rose to the highest pitch of estimât ion ; and wln-n at la-t the 
atul truth was known (alas ! what lion-vh .Id mi.,.rv can ever long lie 
lltl, especially in a country place), all sorts of excuses and iqiologicH 
were made for him.

And cruelly, mournfully—ns it always falls on tlm weaker side—fell 
tin- lash of the world's longues upon his wife.

But I—and one or two more who knew and loved her—tood Imldlv 
by Mrs. Meirhiston through fair rejNirt and foul. And 1 believe, so 
great was the mingled awe and resjuvt which the Doctor impressed upon 
nil Ins aeipiaiiitam-e, that no |Kirtioii of these ealuiiiiiive against lier 
reached her husband.

Three m nitlis alipiHil by without elitngc, save that Mrs, Merchi*. 
,vi s Slld lot grew sa-lder still. Her fexv iieipiaiiitanees dropped her : it 

so " extremely iiieimu-niunt." One hulv wa« mi thorns whenever 
Mrs. Mervhi-mii e died, lest Dr Merchisfon *iionld eh.me.- to call like- 
xvi'i- ; another tr-c-l every conceivable diplomacy to bring alunit their 
m ■ -ting it would Ik- 11 so very amusing." Gradually the unfortunate 
wife could not walk down our village without k-ing jMuntcd nt, or 
cros-eil aside from, till she rarely went out at all.

Dr. Merehi'ioii, loo, wiv- ldiiiu seen, exi- ,-pt In his iinmediate friend* 
none of whom dared breath-1 a nord to him ciiikv-ruing his domestic 
affairs saxe the simple inquiries of courtesy after Mr-. Mm hi-ton. to 
whi It lie invariably an-xveie I in the custoniarv form a< n ix otli.-;- hus- 
|n:id would answer. I think in fact I know, that all this time h- 
b-lieved her to he living at pern -: perfectly happy in her beautiful 
house hi our cheerful village, ami in a small society of" her own c|,oo*. 
ing, ol which I wit- the chief, lie one • hinted a- much to m • express. 
i!V Sri‘l11 I'h-a-ure that Mrs. Mi-rehiston and my.-elf were fast

1 hardly know wh it possesscil me that I did not then and there 
burnt out upon him with a pic-e ol mv mind ; anv “ xvoni m of spirit" 
—as Jam -s s mivtim -, railed 111 — would have done it. What wu- ho 
hut a man ?

Ay, there was th • difficulty. His p-rlcct manliness "disarmed one ; 
that quiet dignity of reserve, which I have noticed while women ar ­
reu ly enough to complain of tle-ir husbands keeps nine men mu of ten 
from ever saving a word against their wives. Then, too. th--ih-nt 
deprecation ol his sickly mien and of tie- ineffable, rurch-s* m-hm-
eholy whicli the m mi -nr h - ceased conversation ....... in hi« dark eves
While mbl a tend -r-h -until woman i|o ? Beginning In h iting and 
des iising, I often en led in pitying him, nti I even time I saw- him all 
mv d-terminations to attack him alunit this domestic wickedness 
vanished in air.

B -sill---- as James astutely observed— if a wife obstinately persists in
1-1 n llv oh -ying her hu.h iml, n-x r asking tin- xxliv ami the wherefore 
1 f his ins im- and incomprehensible will ami c-oneeiiling from hitu that 
:li - is wasiin; away in slow misery, what business lias a third partv 
to ae -use or even acquaint him of the fact ?

Was mi o-her plan to he tried ? Yes; accidentally otic was forced

O i a winter's afternoon, when I sat with my habv over our happy 
Christmas tire, Mr-. Mvrehi'ton came rushing in.

(To lie continued.)
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CHRISTMAS PR KTKXTS AND NEW VKAIVS GIFTS, 

Al ilie Ariur nml Xnry liooli and Slat loner y Pi-psi,
I II. HOLLIS STREET, ,

Till» Si-ivk l< n nv rn|ilete with a i-lmise nml varied assortment of oniric* 
sunl.il-1-- tor i II Itl- I M ASiin-l X I.W V I.AIf.s lUE'I.A I'.--, si li-eli-il will, j-r- at 
can-in LONDON, PARIS. MAN YORK nml RosTOX Markets till- Auiiiiin , 

-------- - ON«|STINO III"--------
si I,El "T Wi i|[ K S liv »!l tin- celebrated Authors --f flu- ilnv, in everv x nrb-ty 

of Mini;.ig. •'U,-, ami i rie--, farming it large iii-.ijorlely ol those works \\ liicfi 
n-liii- il ».id popular tti-i. Ini- -t Mini- iTxvilli it* ii|i|ir--xiil.

NNNPAl.s. i ll ! and .11 A EXLI.XE lltMlks, thl* cullecll-m i-inhnicesa 
large vnririx.

Tu Y r.iuilsM I'hihi mil tolored, Mmenhli- nml limn ivenlile, prliifed cut- 
toll nml lln-n. Nothing -• -il-l I# more m-goptiihle to ehildreii.

I MuliM.lt AI II Vl.ltl Ms in nil -iz-->. >Iiu|k*h,nml Mulling, and in prices in

POSTAGE ST A MI* and < REST; POEIRY mid AUTOGRAPH Al.lllMS 
In n vm-ietv of -f x li*s.

I xxiii.y ltllfl.Es. i III IK'll MCIIYK"KSand I'llAYKIt ItooKsiOxf-.nl

i. ' MO In I'lo varieties—|li-svrii-il Map- l»i-*olvliig Views, Panorama-. A 
It i Itl-irks, Tran pan-lit slate*, l --x- lt--xi-of \Vtiler < ol--r-.

i I s~ XI f.X ; H \i Ixi.A'IMiiX lin X It I is. IMvMAMis in (ilasss, l rove, 
lain, .< l -xvii r. a gn-.it vnii.-iv of ivl-mul price*.

I VI•• 1.1 : - i I- f-rnteil l !.\i II -s 
lHHH-l It > i eh-hransl IxXIVI - ami “< HSilltS 

<1 vmixi.itY
of every descrlnt l-iin nml worthy -if iii-p---iloii *tam|*-d lbs-of iluinre.

I In- alnui- Sfnek i- on- ,if l In- I »• - -1 no. I Inrg—I ii.sortllli-nt ever oIH-imhI In llti* 
min k-i. nml liiiyer» are rii|iie-tisl t-i examine the same hefore imiklng thi-lr
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NOVA SCOTIA IIAILWAV.
Commissiimcr’a Office, Deeemhcr 20th, |864 

NOTICE TO THE PRESS.
This Department will not |uiy for Aihertlss-nn-iit Inserted in the dlfli-n-iit 

pi|wnt unies* Ulr.-Ctl) orded by ilie ( oiiiiuissioiier fur the |«|w-r* *o Inserting
AN’A Itl) l>I.Xt,I.KY.

Notioo to tlxo Palîllo
flEXF.lt XL POST OFFICE. MO.XKV ORDER 

ARR XNGEMKXT.
Mi iXEY UltDI’.l? INIT.If IIAXi-l. i* fuis- i-xleml-le, eoinmeiirlng 1st .Inn. 

1',;", I i tie- vai l in- Money I irder (illli-e« of A - irfuuiulhiiiilmid to ( 'Iniriottt Imrii 
/‘rilin' l'ilirnnl lnhiinl.

The -v.iein of Moim-x UriV-r liitereliniu-- xxiili V-vaTc-itiii. tln-ri-fon-, xxill In- 
elude from af'-n-niil ilati-. Ilie I'nilnl Kingiloiu, 1'immln, AeirzbaiirfAioi/ and . 
Priiirr Pilinnil Ik'iiihI

Eor iwrtlcular*. mm- Notices, nt the x arlou* Money Order Oflire* of tlie Pro­

lix -lin-vtlon of post Master General,
J. S. THOMPSON. 

SlIJK'l'illli'HlIlllll.
M. O. Olllce, Halifax.

Italian Wnrohouao.
W. M II XI!HIM.ToN & t o. have jnsl n-vi-lxixl pi-r Mall steamer from 

j England, the following -
It IIKI.N It I.I.ED IH-S.virx eli-le-. In small boxes. PATE DE PolS 

G P \ s. iu I in- 'lra-l„ mg I * ’ I I l.l > Ml X I ' Mill, n I lie-lm-, mi-1 N-i III
NX ill-lure l I...... Sv -leb « ONI l.l I IllN NliN , in 12 II. fills, a— il, -I I -i m
-lee Marmalade, .lam-. &e. t.rimxxade's |l.--lralilie Ml I.K Sardine III II I . 
i Philip X i inland', i < ertnen Harks, ami Kaney l ireidi-. .‘*n "I In* AI I.EIH 
tiENI HIM t l l >. I -!--• supplied to ciihtomer* al renwi nalile i-rlee*.

Ilnllfax. I...... tidier llllli, lx-'4. rev col clirn sun ex np to 1st .Inn,

For Cliristnia» and Now Y oar.
f -r sale at the 11 A l.l XX NN A ItElli il SE, an assortment of clmii-U 

« OHIHAI.S, Av .
.' i I a-e*. -iiiarts and pint*, i Veil r I II. rings), < || El! Il N PUN VI >N . genuine, 
lo l ares • IIEUUY < i 'It I 'I NE. - Iieap -piulllv. 1:' ,|-z. Pest « I It.Ni No 
-piarl'ami idiil*. 2 do*. « n mole « in-r-l- N AVII.I.E. xerr llin-. 4 do/ M \ - 
UAs.-l IVo. -1 il iz. pirn- MiYE.NI HI. N M'EI'I E. 2 d- z. ( IIEME 
HI NIKYXTIII. 4 d-z. assorted I reiivli EH l Eltl>.

I..... Mill. 1*4. NY. M. II AUItlNGTo.X fc C».
! rev vlirn mu c-1 exp rep to .1 m l«t

MAGAZINES tiili HK< EM PER,

AIDIN' AND VAN N I...... lx AND STATIONERY DEPOT,
VA ll--i i.i* Sthkki.

PIEI RM II *l.\ .< II NXNAN S AUIAXAI E« IR I HA.
IHnstraP-d London dilio. ditto.

j All the Ut«-*t Magazine* and Xew*pli|s-r*. Z. S. HALL
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CHRISTIWAS ENTERTAINWieNT.
AT TKMPMHANCE HA1*L.

ON MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY. EVENINGS.
2tith and 28lli December. 18(14.

By tlio I.irun xhv ami Mi id xi. Association,
2nd Ball., I7tli Regiment.

| Under III-- distinguished patronage of Hi* Kxeolleiiey Sir Richard 
and Lady Mae Donnell, Major General ('. Hastings tioyle, and the 

Officers of the Garrison
The entertniiiinvnt will i'<nii|iii'i'A VISION OF ('IIHISTMA81 

Being an original adaptation of Charles Dicken'a Stary, entitled u 
Chri-tmas Cavnl, (in I'roue) with new seetu-rv, dn-saus, and appoint­
ment*. A MVS1VAL OLIO. Vi sal and Instrumental.

An Original Anthem of Xuxu Scotia, entitled, the MAYFLoWFIt 
Fur the first time in I'uhlie. Bv iiartieular desire will lie repeated, 
l.ut-kc's «-vlebratod Mt siv to Mv iiktii! (Witelu-s in Cliaraeter), 
mid funning an opening to a bird.'-eve view of A CHRISTMAS 
VANT1IOMIXF ! Tin- Music under the direction of Mr. J. Holt. 
The netl precoeils will lie dovnted to vhnrittililc purjioec*.

1‘rieei—Hc*i*rveil Seats 75 et* ; Galhtry fill et* ; Parquette 25 ets. 
Plan of Be-eni-d Seat* will In- nt Mr. R. T. Muir’s, 125 Granville 

strn-t, after 12 o'clock ntwn, on Thursday, 22nd inet.
Tickets at Mr. R. T. Muir's, and at Mr. Z. S. Hall's, Army and 

Navy Book Store, llollis-st., and oil Monday, 26th Inst., at the Ticket 
Office, Temperance Hall. Lihrcttpea of the wool* to he hud gratis 
with the Ticket. Doors open at 7—commence at 8 P. M.


