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In the meantime the necessity for intelligent mspcc-
___ tions, the individual responsibility and thorough

SERIOUS ALLEGATION» BT FiM COMMISSIONER .ni up Qf premises is more apparent than ever.
—PRACTICAL FAILURE OF HIGH PRESSURE 
SYSTEM—INFLAMMABLE CONSTRUCTION.

Provincial Fire Commissioner A. Lindback, of 
Manitoba, in his quarterly report makes serious alle­
gations in regard to the recent fire in the Scott Block,
Winnipeg. This building was a total loss to the 
underwriters of $55,000. apart from tenants insur­
ance. Mr. Lindback states that the high pressure 
svstcm was a practical failure, and that the building 
was exceedingly inflammable in construction :

“I refrained from going outside of the mere in­
vestigation report regarding this fire,” the Fire Com­
missioner says, “until I had complete and authentic 
reports, and complete data as to the burning of that 
six-storey building, in the meantime expecting the 
city fire commission would bv this time have seen fit 
to attempt to find out why for 35 minutes no water 

available beyond the fourth floor, and not further 
Here was a six storey

SCOTT BLOCK FIRE IN WINNIPEG.

Serious Conflagration Possible.
"Considering the acres upon acres of inflammable 

buildings and admittedly an insufficient or workable 
water supply, we may at any time be called upon to 
face the most serious conflagration, unless we employ 
the means we have to prevent fires from breaking 
out It is a matter of individual care and respon- 

finest and late up-to-datesibility. Even within .
buildings fires are apt to occur, when they are lett 
for days and nights without any attention ; as for 
example, the one in a warehouse January last, where 
a fire was eating its way during thirty odd hours 
before discovered. We have no buildings in this 
country not liable to sustain heavy loss by fire, if 
not properly kept and watched. On the other hand, 
we have within reach two agencies, both of which 
have proved their efficiency to give timely warning 
and preventing heavy losses—the sprinkler system 
and an automatic fire alarm system—the one will with­
in a few minutes proceed to control an outbreak, 
while the other within as many seconds will give 
correct notice of the outbreak, and where it is, and 
in both cases provide and eradicate insurance ex­
penses, thus reducing the costs of installation.”

our

was 1 ,
than just inside the windows, 
building with floors of double boards and wooden 
joists supported by unprotected cast iron columns; 
wooden ceilings sheeted with stamped metal; parti­
tions of lath and plaster and varnished wood with 
thin glass divided into small offices, stock rooms, etc. 
Near the centre an unenclosed light well from first 
storey to roof, protected by ordinary heavy glass 
skylight, and containing a passenger elevator around 

Jiich was wound a wooden stairway. In addition, 
there was in the south-west corner a freight elevator 
with automatic wooden traps. The floors throughout 

heavily oiled, so that through the above-men- 
tioned openings the fire had control of the interior 
within ten minutes from the time it started, prevent­
ing escape both by the stairs, elevator or by the fire 
escape in the rear as soon as the ordinary glass in the 
windows burst.

UNPROTECTED WINDOWS MADE EXITS 
INACCESSIBLE.

In a report on the Morton Building fire the New 
York Board of Fire Underwriters said :

“The need of more than one reliable means of exit 
from high buildings should not be overlooked Al­
though there were two stairways in this building, 
neither of them was accessible for a time to the 
occupants of the upper floors in the main portion of 
the building facing Nassau Street. . . • The 
occupants on the upper floors of the building at the 
time of the fire had considerable difficulty in escaping, 
owing to the excessive smoke and heat at the mam 
stairway and elevators, which were closely exposed 
by the fire at windows near the angle of the court. 
The heat and smoke made it practically impossible to 
use the main stairway, and if the building had been 
filled with tenants, loss of life would probably have 
occurred. It was necessary to use scaling ladders in 
the rescue work."
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Fire Department did not know Location.
“This building had been inspected shortly before 

the fire by the fire department, so they should have 
been fully aware of the exceedingly inflammable 
struct ion as well as of its location, and yet when the 
’phone message came in that a fire had started in the 
Scott building, the same reply as regards to another 
serious fire four years ago came back, an inquiry) :
"Where is the Scott building?” Was it because they 
did not know, that the building was practically 
doomed before they got there? The first alarm
reached the fire hall at 4-24, why was the second be prepared.
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