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l-utmtu had not Ittn changnt, sail il* financial standing had al Ira - 
mH bttn iminirtil einct tht limt when il* mtlhod* awl standing had 
tarn uaiginally mrteligalnl hr I hi government of Pfuieia an-l ihtn 
I-und «aliifaclorr, a* evidenced by I ht original graining of Iht lirtn*r

lessim nf llir mural value nf living watvlivil. The 
accused men have liven Imnest hitherto. They have 
I wen tried in place* where there was money In steal, 
ami they never stole a cent. Il is perfectly safe to 
say that not one of them ever was conscious of living 
tempteil to steal a cent, lint every one of them was 
watchcil. He never eonneeteil this fact with the 
other fact that he felt no ilis|*isition to steal, lie 
attriliutvil this latter to his integrity. In a sense he 
was right, lint he was wrong when he faileil to see 
that there was a iliscoverahle connection between 
his integrity anil the fact that he was watchcil.

riicsc men hail occupicrl re*|xiusihlr |tositinns; thev 
hail proverl themselves honest ami of much more than 
the u«ual rapacity, ami they were honoreil with the 
a|i|ioinlitient to places in the Cuban service where our 
Government was anxious to put its best foot forwartl 
ami show how much belter American administration 
was than Spanish. In Cuba they felt that they 
not watched I hey were taken out of the system 
in which they had served and with all the precautions 
of which they were familiar, they were outside of their 
own country, they were administering affairs for a 
different |H'ople, who hail no share in the Government 
over them, ami a fatal sense of immunity from detec­
tion came over these men
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Ity way of specifications as to Prussia's unreason­
ableness the petition sets up "the follow ing:

Ami your petitioner respectfully !*gt to present, as a single exam 
pie out of many of the il'smgenousness ami injustice of the tieatment 
of your petitioner by the 1‘rusaian authorities, that the final pretext 
mm! upon by the government of l‘rua%ia as a ground for expelling 
your petitioner was to ileclare that it was engaged in the Ituainesa of 
what is known as tontine insurance, although the 
knew, or ought to have known, and were given eyery opjicituntty hy 
the officials of your petitioner for so ascertaining before the decree of 
expulsion was promulgated, that the charge ami objection were ut 
terly without foundation ; ami although also, after its c ncesaion had 
l*en cancelled upon this pretest, il was «lemonstraled 10 the satufsc 
turn of the I'rnuun authorities through their emissaries ami re 
atives sent to the l’nited States that the contention of the L 
authorities in tine regard was without foundation, yet, nevertheless, 
the I russian government not only lefusrd, ami still refuses, to revoke 
the cancellation of your petitioner's license wrongfully decreed on this 
false is ue, hui also, alumlomng this contention, thereu|*>n proceeded 
to impute u|K>n your prtinoocr conditions new ami imposeible of com­
pliance as the price of its reinstatement which hail never liern sug 
gestrd previously, ami which tlse Prussian authonties knew could not 
fie obeyed under your petitioner's charter, or with n proper regard to 
the interest of its pol icy holders.

In conclusion the petition says:
Ai 1 although your pctittoncf i* compelled to âitroit the phyatca 1 

p«nei ot I hr Vi uiiian government to imp,,* u|v»n corporation* or 
citizen* of foiergn Main which it haa invileil into It* homniarin auch 
cmiiliona ami eaaction* a* ahall compel them to leave ; an.t although 
n admit* the technical authority of the Pruaetan government to e*|irl 
yout petitioner from the kingdom or Prussia upon a falae preteat ami 
then to impoar upun it impoaaahle new condition* aa the price of 
righting the wrong done by ila eapularon, il reaped fully auhmita to 
the Congre** of the l nited Slate* that auclt treatment by a auppoaedly 
fiicndly Mate of a corporation of the l'nited Stale*, or of the citizen* 
which compoee il in it* corporate ca|urcily, i* indctendhle in the foium 
of international comity, not justified t-y the friendly relation* earning 
between the i’nited state* and the kingdom of P - ., unworthy ol 
any enlightened and civilized atate, and call* for in , -ny and investi* 
gation by ( ongreaa.
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Presently they were conscious of what we presume
they bail never experienced In-fore, the tloire for 
money that tlitl not belong to them, it is not likely 
that they took some at once. Hut a man who believes 
he has immunity from detection is almost certain to 
heritor a dishonest thought, ami he will not harbor 
a dishonest thought long before lie puts it into action. 
If these men had remained in the jiostal service at 
home they would never have stolen, anti they 
would have been conscious of a temptation to steal. 
Hut the danger of detection was removed as they 
supposed; presently the temptation was felt, and be- 
firre long they hail yielded to it. Every man in a 
I motion of trust may leant a lesson front this incident 
ami he thankful that he is watched.

Smic years ago the weigher in the Philadelphia 
Mint was detected in stealing gold bars. He bail 
been in the Mint since he was a boy, anti he was then 
becoming an old man. His reputation for honesty 
was so well established that he was no longer watched, 
lie knew it. and presently lie (Ht a sensation which 
be had probably not felt in the forty or fifty years 
be hail been in the Mint; it was the temptation to 
steal; after a little while he stole. The Secret Ser­
vice irflu-ers. who studied him long before they felt 
justified in arresting hint, said that he could have 
been trusted with notes ami In «ids with |*rfrct safety; 
there was only one thing that lie would steal, and that 
was gold in bars; that was the only tiling lie bail be­
come accustomed to handling without being watched. 
Hie temptation to steal gold liars crept U|aoii him, 
though the temptatKHi to steal anything else he 
no more conscious ol than oilier men.
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your itttitioner respectfully pray* fiir an inquiry into 
your |ietiti<>ner'a grievance* by Congress, to the end that such step* 
may le taken as equity and international comity may require for the 
teilres* of auch grievances.

The petition was presented by Representative James 
S. Sherman, of New York, anil was referred to a com­
mittee on interstate anil foreign commerce.

Resilient managers of the Prussian fire companies 
arc giving themselves no uneasiness over the petition. 
They take the position that the whole matter was 
fought out on its merits last year and settled to the 
entire satisfaction of both the New York state official 
anti the Prussian authorities. Viewing the matter 
thus, they cannot conceive that Congress will attempt 
to o|>en a question which for months has been con­
sidered closed hy the officials of the Empire state.
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MORAL VALUE OF BEING WATCHED.

Few men in p-sitimis of trust are consciously grate­
ful for supervisio, They may submit gracefully t<> 
the inevitable and recognize that so long as *r«m- 
men are dishonest, even such men as they are must 
put up with precautions against dishonesty. Hut 
they rarely feel Ilia' their honesty i« due in any sense 
to the fact that t'iev arc watched; an intimation of 
that sort they would resent as if it were a charge of 
dishonesty; and of all the many thousands of men 
who have opixirtunitics to steal, but are constantly 
watched, it is not likely that half a dozen ever gave 
thanks in their hearts for being watched.

Hut the Cuban postal scandal teaches a solemn
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