
THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN6

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

YOUNG
PEOPLEThe Quiet Hour

THREE STAGES OF TIIECIIK'S- 
TIAN LIFE.

it is at tiro samp time a life which cannot 
be liiil. but must make itself visible in 
profession, testimony, ami good works.
It is in the concurrence and tiro balance 
of tlro*e two kimls of progress -the Inward muhetic as 
Sîl'ï» outwar.l-th«l tto pcrfcrtk.n of
( hrtaum cliararter nwrt. llw Uw chri„ WM fhe ..fortïrotilary man who 
of a twofold iw-wn-. a|,how,..or, ev,.r IM 11U UfoAtory toll, „„ t|m, 
not oidy U. tla- individual but also to n(mc ve_-f,„
Um.tnu.lty as a public mwena nt. ,„ve„is nca^,t kindrod ,
All am fnnuhar w, I, thet arnghl that t hr..- (ni||| lu and ,|j„ J
llamly is .Iwlinrd to la- lia- ml,«on of tla- djwl l,.„ tllcro w„ abao|ug.,y
whole world, and we me lt art ually -pmad- who Und«wtoodlhU'gr«»tw or appm- 
mg to all H-elion, of II» diwenidant. ,,a„,d (lK! 1|lirif ^ which lie w,!rLl 

,em llam and Japheth. Hut few.are We often hear about tla, aolitudc in whieli 
e,pa,llv familiar will, t «■ thought tlu. „f g.niui ,llu„t Uv, , w„rk
" i-.tîLr1 IO |-mr,# îj!,11 "|,,nl If i" “ truth which make, tla, live, of
and lliHia-nee every «a tam of life wlwn ver , (hj £
it lias lamp aeee|*ed. Ill,, however, is ,tl|lin.d Mlan tlle-|ive, „* , 
the more uup.wt.nt of the two; heeau» The ..Httle hiiulaing together for joy" 

nu*a111 wkw trmle and eoinnywa, on every .ale, bul high alaTve tlmir am ling 
"would"he vomimiionship tlie ^Alpine neak tom»! 

irmsisliMe as a missionary in.truujetd L*"!, '.,'T y.'.J 'ft 'is'looelygway up

i,,‘rprasili:zrjt dr «»«... u.
Net. I'licst* tench nn almost identical .1™ m:j_A „# „v:i 
lesson and, us t his has Ixron fully expounded Sodom, or of ui.comprehemêd 
nIrenily, it will hardly U- necessary to uneh„ro,i thoughts- »•«■ H„.m 
mid anything. I he dnignet. moving 
with comprehensive sweep through the 
water, is a vivid image of tin* network 
<if mil tirai laws within the hco|n* of which 
we come tlte moment we are bom. At 
first the pressure is luinlly felt; tin' sea 
is with1; and we think our movements 
are guided solely by our own free-will. By- 
and-by, however, tlie net touches us now 
and tlien—that is, illness reminds us that, 
we an* mortal. At last tlte net close* 
round us; then* is a brief struggle; ami all 
is over. This is |wgnn wisdom. Tlie 
Christian truth is, at this point t Itéré 
opens a new era, which will never end; 
and its first act will lx* tiro separation, 
so |Miinful for the wicked but for tiro right
eous how blessed 1

THF l OWI INKss OF JKKVK.

By Rev. W. J. Luther Seiber.
Then* is noBy Professor Jamee Stalker, D.D.

In this clui|»ter tlien* are, ltesi«les tiro 
Parable of tiro Sower, three pairs of para- 
bles, setting forth respectively tiro rise, 
the progress, and tiro perfection of Chris
tianity. Tiro arrangement of tiro materia! 
by the ant lair of this (io*|rol «lot 
to liave proceeiled on this principle; 
yet it will assist tiro exposition to take 
them in tiro order indicated.

The Commencement.—The wimbles 
dealing with tiro origin of tiro Christian 
life an* the Treasure hid in the Field and 
tiro Pearl of (îreat Price; ami they ttepict 
it as a discovery ami a surprise, as well 
as a suoreine good and a priceless |xwsess- 
ion. No notice is taken of tiro moral 

whether the man who found

as|iert of our Lord's life so 
Élis pmfound loneliness. As 

sure that

•s not seem

0! SI

i.v small men a thing 
Hum tIn*"Jives of tiro few 

Tiro "little hillsf/

companio

iroim« of stars yet it is lonely * 
ider midst tiro silence and the

of the solitude of a pure nature in 
as Lot in 

. ■ aims and
unsluired thoughts; was then* ever any 
one wIk> experienced these things 
Ilian Christ? His perfect purity 
hâve Is-en hurt by tiro sins of men nn 
tluin any other. His loving heart, yearn
ing for the solace of an answering heart 
must luive felt the lwings of unrequited 
love most keenly. 11 is spirit, to which 
the unseen things of his Fatf 
were the onlv realities, must, lutv» f..lt

jxiitics and literal un*, art a 
wen* thoroughly Christutilised

Question,
tlie treasure ought to have revealed 
the fart to tiro owner, or of tiro circum
stance that, in certain states, tn*salire tmve 
is tiro property of the government; the 
single point on which the emphasis falls 
is tiro sudden twakhi from poverty 
to rii-lros, with tla* joy thereon ensuing. 
In tiro same way, tiro iroarl-soekcr has 
reached tiro supreme moment of life 
and, without hesitation, gives up 
thing to enjoy it. Such is tin- < 
in oilier asi**cts it may l** a yoke or a 

rrdom, hut its genius is not known 
unless it is an overwhelming hap-

ios|iel;

at alf
piness. Still, tliere is a difference Iro- 
tween tiro two iMinthlcs; in the one tiro 
finder conies upon the treasure when he 
is seeking for no such tliii 
in tiro otlier the limier 
a seeker of things rare ami 
finding tiro rarest ami 
among those who luive not yet found the 
secret of Christianity; some an* wholly 
occupied with tiro ordinary tasks ami 
pleasure* of tiro world, thinkin 
of tla* soul or eternity, hut 
already reached a higher level, being Iront 
on ideal emls such as art, literal 
philosophy; such a pursuit may lie a 
schoolmaster leading the aspiring soul 
to Christ.

The Phoorehh.—1The Parables of tiro 
Iroaven ami the Mustard-seed set forth 
the progress of Christianity; for it is a 
progressive thing; wherever it truly exists 
it must now and expand. This is a test, 
but it is also a great encouragement. 
Tlie illustration taken from the leaven 
may be a recollection from the tender 
years of Jesus. It was His own mother 
that he niw taking three measures of

•al, wetting the mass, hiding the leaven 
it, then covering it with a cloth, and

__ _ her'e house
were tiro only realities, must luive felt 
itself separated from those men whom* 
|Kirtion was in this present world, by a gulf 
wider tlum ever separated two hearts 
Huit sliarcd together human life. The 
more pure ami lofty a nature, the keener 
its sensitiveness, tire more exquiste its 
joys, the sluirjier its pains and the greater 
tiro aching void of loneliness.

Tiro very purpose which Christ lutd in 
selecting his disciples was tluit “they 
might be with lum.” Christ took his 
three foremost disciple* with him onto the 

Almighty Qod, we thank Thee for Mount of Transfiguration and into tiro
uty of these days of the re- Harden of Ciethsemane. Surely it was

iKwed promise of seed time and har- not simply that they might be “eyewit-
vest us we see the opening blossoms nesses of His Majesty" and agony,
on every hand and the growing grain Huit lie might feel a real gladness ami
on Held and farm. We pray Thee that strength Isith amidst the mystery of
there may be no failure of harvest dory and the power of darkness. We read
when the autumn days shall come. that Christ was alone but twice in all
Grant that the labor of the husband- |,is life, both times for prayers Xml

may be blessed with abundant the dullest ear can hear thinote of twin
May men remember that all in the nmphrey, "Tlie time comcth

return, ,„r ,ubur I. the gift ye .J, ,j, Stel? !™ryTan lo'C
i m own, and siudl leave me alone;" while 

every heart can catch the pathos of tiro 
plea "Tarry ye here and watch with me ’ 
Even in the supreme hour of his suffering 
he stretches out his lunnls into the ilark- 
ness, if perchance lie might lie strength
ened by a touch of human flesh and blood. 

„„ But. alas, for poor, weak, human love, 
ng ho gro{x*s for it in vain. Tlie loneliness 
hy of Jesus is a iiart of the passion of his life, 

forming as it does a substantial part of 
the great prophetic picture, ‘ 
for some to take pity, but there was none; 
and for comforters, but I found none."

whereas
long Itccn 

line Irofon*
finest of all. So

ing nothing 
others liave Aberdeen, Scotland.
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the i"‘;i

but

the earth
of God who has appointed the 
an.I seasons for the sowing and the rl- 
P< ning and tho reaping of the products 
of the soil. May we never forget to 
bless and praise Thee for the manifold 
n.erclte In nature. For all things In 
heaven and earth are Thlhe, and wt 

people of Thy ipae 
of Thine hand." II

in it,
laying it away overnight, for a linking in 
the morning. As Ire lay in lied, lie heard 
tiro little explosions caused hy tiro fer
mentai ion going on; and his keen imagina
tion followed the pro.-ess, as. like a living 
thing, the leaven took |ios*e**ion of grain 
after grain of the meal, till the whole 

leavened. In the otlier |«trahie it 
I as if lie liad missed an oppor- 
he might have coiiqiHrcd the 

md fur-spreading 
cetlar tin his own 

tiro muH- 
evidentiy 

its lieginning. 
tin's head.

the sheep
our hearts cry out for Thee the llvl 
and eternal God, and grant us Thy 
salvation, for Christ's sake. Amen.

—All the strength and all the arts of 
men are measured by, and founded upon, 
tiroir reverence for tho imssion ami their 
guardianship for the purity of love.—
Carlyle. —With a clear sky, a bright sun, and a

—It's good to liave money, and the !?!!!.„ .y?u *mve friends in
things that money can buy; but it’s Penty; fortune frown, and tiro
gixiil] too, to check up once in a while, flr^"a,mpntn 16 ovc|‘™t,t; and tlien your 
and make sure you luiven’t lost tiro l,r<>vc like tho_ strings of the
tiling" Hmt money ran i buy. Ixmmrr. vm’rL ™ Thl wl,. ,lKhte,> ten before

you find one that wdl bear tlie stretch 
— If there be Huit within us which for and keep the pitch.—Gotthold 

very slianic we would not reveal on earth,
we may well tremble lest it cannot lx* —Enjoy tiro blessings of this day if 
hidden in tiro spiritual realm toward God senile them, and the evils of it bear 
which our rapid steps an* tending; lest it patiently and sweetly; for this day is 
there be known and read of all. without only ours; we are dead to yesterday and 
our ability to conceal it; lest it place us in we are not born to the morrow. ’ He 
just that attitude before and among our therefore, that enjoy* tiro present, if it be 
fellow-spirits which we would not for (food, enjoys as much as is possible and 

hold with our fellow-men here.— if only tliat day s trouble leans upon’him 
Andrew Peabody. it is singular and finite Jeremy Taylor.

sture and 
ear u» as

looks at first 
tunity; for
kingdom to some gnat am 
tree, like our oak or tin* 1 
native hills. But something in tla* 
tard plant laxinal.-d him; and 
this was tiro smallness of

1 looked

The need is no bigger tlum a pin s head, 
there is such vitality in it tliat.t hough 
r a shrub, it is able to attian to theonly a

dimensions of a tree.
Both {wimbles depict progress, yet each 

specially sets forth a certain kind of pro
gress— the one inward, the other outward. 
The three measures of meal may stand 
for the three |mrts of human nature 
body, soul, and spirit-- or for thoughts, 
words, and actions; and tin* progress of 
the leaven indicates bow the spirit of 
Chi lit must take possession of tiro whole 
inner man. But tliere is also an outward 
progress, denoted hy tiro growth 
plant. While Christianity is a hidilcn life*, worlds

1


