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impurities were prsetised in connection with 
heathen worship. Wherein they think it 

“It is not hard, even from our own 
sur-
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strange.
experience, to picture to ourselves the — . . ^
prised heathen, when he found his friend It is a remarkable fact that in the five 
refusing an invitation to a banquet, shrinking incidents recorded in these v^jses the char-
from contact with the evil livers of Greek »cter of the apoftles of lesus Christ snows up
cities, or when there, passing the wine cup to great disadvantage. One would have 

Connecting Links—This Epistle was untasted” (Cambridge Bible). Run not with supposed that after nearly three years o
written to Christians suffering severe perse- them. Evil men like company in their ill- fellowship wilh Him ’hey would have dc-
cution Its aim was, partly, to exhort them doing, and those who resist their invitations come very much comormed to his ways 01
to patience and perseverence, and partly wju have, especially at first, no easy task, thinking and doing. But such was not e
also, to urge them to so blameless a life, that Excess of riot. The words describe the case. We find here that
their enemies would have no excuse for condition of one who has become utterly 1. They lacked faith, v. 41. They were 
persecuting them. The lesson contains, (1) reckless about his health, morality and defeated in their attempts to cast an unclean
warnings against intemperate living, vs. !• character, so long as he may gratify his spirit out of a young man. When Jesus
6; (2) some closing directions of the passions. This is a sad, but common result heard of it he was exceedingly gileved and
apostle, vs. 7*n. of indulgerce in strong drink. Who shall rebuked them for their lack of faith.

I. An Example to be Followed, 1, a. give account. It is impossible for the im- j. They lacked spiritual insight, v. 45-
Forasmuch then as Christ hath suf- penitent sinner tc escape the penalty of his When He spoke of the sufferings whrch e

The quick and the was very shortly to endure they did not 
understand him. They were com cious of 
their lack < f apprehens on, but we e afraid 
to ask for further explanation for fear of

Be not drunk

V. 1.
fered. In ch 3 : 18 the apostle had pointed deeds, 2 Cor. 5 : 10. 
hi, ruder, to the suflering, ol Chi ill, a, an dead ; the living, and those in the grave, 
example to them of patient endurance. They V 6. For this cause ; namely, that 
were to find encouragement amid their own man, through suffering by reason of sin,
sufferings, by looking to the glory which might be set free from its power. Uas the rebuke , Th
had followed Hi, (ch. 3 : aa), and which gospel preached also to them that arc dead. 3. They lacked humility, v. 46. There
thev would one day ,hare3 V. 1 returns to “The dead” are those who had died before aro,e a reasoning among them which of then,
the thought of Christ a, an example of pa- Ihe coming of Christ. It has just been said, should be the greatest. Jesus l^etving the
lienee and trust in God under suffering for that they, as well as the living, will he thought of their heart, said, He that
us In His death, Christ offered himself as a judged, v. 5 But how can. they be fairly least among you all shall be great,
sacrifice on our behalf, dying, “the just for brought into judgment, when they had never 4 They lacked thanly, y. 49-. 1 nc7 
the unjust,” ch. 3: 18. In the flesh. Because heard the gospel ? Veter solves this difficulty manifest a spirit of ecclesiastical exclusiveness 
He had a body and soul like our own, sin by saying that they had heard the gospel. and bigotry. When they saw a man who
txcep'ed, the sufferings and temptations of The mercy of God and His willingness to did not belong to their little circle, casting
Christ were the same in kind as ours. Arm save had been made known to them, Ex. 34: out devils, they forbade h.m; not because he 
yourselves ; against the temptation to turn 6. judged according to men ; as men count was doing any harm, but simply because ne 
aside horn the right path through fear of judgments, through sickness, pain and death, did not belong to their number, bo Jesus
suffering. With the same mind ; the same and in temporal things—and all this, to turn had to point out to them that no naan doing
hatred of sin, the same love of God and them from sin. In the flesh ; as Christ had , miracle in His name could speak Isghtly ol
goodness. Hath ceased fium sin. God's suffered in the flesh, Ch. 3: 18. lave Him, and since such a iKrson cQuId not be
purpose in sending suffering upon the Chris- according to God. Suffering was intended, supposed to be against Him, they must taxe 
tian is to keep him back from sin, and the not to destroy them, but to lead them to a j, for granted that he is lor Him.
Christian himself should earnestly strive that life of harmony with God » will. In the 5. They lacked forhtarnHU, v. 54. Be-
this purpose mav be fulfilled. The blessed spirit. As the power of evil desires grows Cau-e certain villagers in Samaria would not
effect of suffering is described in Vs. 119: weaker, the spiritual nature by which we receive him when on his way to Jerusalem,

7Ii know and love God becomes stronger This they would have Jesus revenge Himself on
V. 2. Live the rest of his time in the flesh, quickening and developing of spiritual life is them forthwith by calling down fire from

The Christian must live out his appointed like the resurrection of Chiist, as our suffer- heaven to consume them. Again Jesus is
lime in the world, doing the daily duties of ing is akin to His. grieved, and administer. a ,h,'P P°,nled
his appointed place. But though his life is III. Duties to be Performed, 7*11. rebuke : “Ye know not what manner 01
in the world, it is not controlled by the spirit Vs. 7, 8 The end of all things. Since he spirit ye are of. ammIm
of the world. Lusts of men ; the uncon- ki ows not when this will come, the Chris- Now if we turn to ^ , cts o 
trolled appetites of the flesh. The will of tian's attitude should be one of constant and the hpistles we shall find that all inis is
God. Contrasted with the wild, wayward preparedness. Sober. A better translation changed. Evil spirits are cast out,,a P
desires drawing the sinner this way and that, js “temperate," which expresses the due insight is given them into the mys eri
is the calm, fixed purpose of God, leading control of the passions. Watch unto prayer, the kingdom, and on ,scoïe8 fn.
His people on in the upward path of holi The word translated “watch" means “be they manifest a humble, charitable a * 
ness, 1 Thess. 4: 3. «.her,” “be temperate." Iti.ea.vto.ee bearing dtsposmon. Wa. iht. mighty

II. Sim to be Avoided, 3.6. how lack of aobricly hinders prayer. Fer- transformation the reeuIt of giradui1 P
Va. 3-5. May suffice us. The whole of life vent. The word convey, the idea of ment dating from thc '™e J. . u , 

belongs to God Every day spent in the intensity. Charity. The substitution of the tordcrwantt.heresuU of a cn.t. 1 
service of sin ha, been waated. The time “love” by the Rev. Ver. here and ,n . Cor- then live.Notable
that remain, should be all employed in ch ,3 brings out the harmony of the teach- ^h lh« o.^ m«kXthe transition, 
doing the will of out true Master. Compare ing of the the three great apostles, Paul, "^ch hey passed marked tne trans ,
Romans 13: u, The will of the Peter and John. (See 1 John 4: 7.) hot and thu l"î?pen.S
Gentile, ; the heathen among whom they charity .hall cover the multitude of am., spinlon the d*V “, Pcnd,“°‘ ; d are
lived, and whose ways they were in danger Two thoughts are included in this saying : Many of Christ, disciple, to oay
of learning. A dark description of the sin. (.) I-ove will had u, to cover, that ...to conscious of grievous Mure to live uplo 

which the will or desire of the Gentiles forgive the sins of others ; (a) In forgiving the standard set up by Jesus Chiist. 
led them, is given in the first chapter of them we fulfil the condition ol receiving the though they know they aha I never 1MMin^0
Romans lasciviousness. The Greek word forgiveness of our own sins, Luke 7 : 47. sinless perfection in this life, they d
^TnTural denotfng the many form, of Vs 9.. dwell on the duties of hospitality, that they might and should be » ?reat deal
impurity Excès» of wine ; literally “over- Christian giving, shaking for God, minister- holier than “grad^ development ol 
flow of wine ” expressive of the immoderate, ing to the needy. It is pointed out that in is needed than gradual development 01
m«,ra,e d«i,e .oT‘„ong drink. Revelling,: the use of all our gifts, we should aim a. the character daring Iron, the rime they drat
riotou. feasti protracted till late at night, glory of God. We glorify God through ftsut knew the 1-ord and that someth g
Hammerings Uterallv “drinking parties," Christ, that is, “through service rendered m definite, specific baptism of the Holy .pint.
S Va,’ Abomtnahie H,s name and fo, H„ sake” His suffering. “Ye shall rece.ve power after that the Holy
idolatries. The grossest and most unnatural (v. t) are an example to His disciples o( Ghost is come upon you.
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