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THE ADVENTURES OF A HUMAN BOY.

he thoaght of that little graasplat, not two
roda a(|iiar«), when there were acreR of

aagoiid ({raiia all around that he didn't think
of at all. Me aaw in hia aleep, that nixht, a
oircuaofKfty Iwya trampling down Oruni'a
graaa, while the old man atood at an upper
window, threatening them with a double-
barrelled ahot-gun, which wouldn't go off ;

and he awakened himaelf with laughing.

There wan another neighbour, of quite a
different sort, with whom Ike aoon i{ot ac-

quainted. Thia waa " Captain lioh," aa
everybody called him, a queer old fellow he
waa too. Ho waa very roughdooking in hia

drewa,—wore a woollen jitckot, thick panta,

with wide lega, inaido of hia boota, and a
Scotch cap on hia head ; but he had a
cheery face and a good word at all timea,and
won Ike'a heait in apite of hia uncouth looka.

He had been a aailor in hia young daya, and
had lots of wonderful atoriea to tell about
the aea. To austain hia aalt-water habit, he
kept aeveral lH)at8 on the creek, whidi he
let to the boys, with all of whom ha waa an
immenae favourite. Hia wife uae<l to aay na

ahe aaw them round him, that he waa the
greateat hoy of them all.

" How fare'ee, lad ?'" he would cry, as he
aaw Ike go by ; and Ike would aay. "All
right, Cap'u, "showing that they were the beat
of frienda. The captain told hia wife that he
liked that little chap, for he had the real

ginger in him ; and Ike believed that aince
the days of Noah there had been no auch
navigator as Captain Bob.

Ike aoon grew familiar with the people
and the locality ; but one object of the latter,

more than any other, attracted hia attention.
The street through the Corner '^'^ded on a
croas Htreet, one aide of which . « formed
by a high wall : and beyond tL a the boya

could not go. This wall enclosed on three
sides an old mansion and grounds, the fourth
bordering on the creek. A crevine had been
cut through the broad wooden gate which
opened into the grounds; and beyond it

could be had limited views of luscious fruit
which hung near the earth, and on these the
eyes of the boys gloated every day. There
was, however, the shadow of a black dog
named Jack, whose bark was not very plea-
sant to hear ; and it reatrained longing to
their aide of the wall, keeping them honeat.
Ike longed with the reat ; but it was ineffec-

tual, for the present at least.

Before a ship goes into a battle the decks
=•"6 aiways cleared ; aad so this chapter has
been simply a preparation for the faction of
Ike and his friends during the year to which
time it is limited. The scene all laid out,
and the main characters introduced, there is

nothing to prevent smooth sailing; and the

next chapter will show how Iks gol along at
sch(M>I.

CHAPTER II.

IKK (lOES TO HOHOOL.—PU>T AND COtTSTKR-
1'I.OT —TKACIIEB TWICK HOLD.— THE BR-
WITCHKD CHAIR.— " JIMP HIM, JACK.SON !

"

—ONB rORTHK TKACHEh.

Mrs. Partington waa dcairnua of putting
Ike into the "degraded " school, aa ahe ex-
pressed it, and consulted her neighbour Mr.
(Jrum about it, because ahe saw that he hail a
bahl head, and deemed that it was full of
wisdom. It reminded her. aa ahe looked at
it, of an unabridged dictionary.
" la there a degraded achool near here ?

"

ahe aaked.
" They all are, I ahould think, from the

kind of boya they turn out," aaid he. '-I
have to keep an eye on my grasa when they
are around.

" Ii the teacher sufficient ?
"

"t^uiteso: I don't see how he could be
any more."

" Does he practise moral traiiiias fin hia
8cho«d ?"

" I guess so; the l>oys are great trainers."
" I don't want my boy to train maliciouHly,

aa they do in aome achoola, with guiia, and
real persecution capa on 'em."

" Very proper, ma'am; but he mnat b«
careful and not train on my grass."

So, after going through the usual forme,
Ike was duly enrolled a acholar in " graded
achool No. 4," Kivertown. He went to
achool on Monday, with Mrs. Partington's
smiles and an armful of books; she having
charged him to bemean himself exceptioua-
bly, and try for the medal, and he would be
sure to win it, as he certainly was a very
medalsome boy. He soon got the "hang of
the achoolhouse," and awakened such an in-
terest in the teacher, the very first day, that
he watched him almost all the time. The
teacher saw, undoubtedly, that he was a boy
of remarkable merit. Before he had been
there a week, by close application he had
cut a hole through hia desk, spilled hia ink
on the floor, and took a place so
far down in his class that it waa
very fortunate for him the class waa
no longer. To enable him to apply himself
more oiligently to his studies, he was made
to stand on various pedestals like a Hindoo
idol ; hat thia only made the boys laugh,
though he made no sign to cause it, so far as
the teacher could see, and he proved a capi-
tal example of how not to do it.

The teacher was a sharp and severe man,
who had few pleasant words to waste on


