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, ifould come to nothing. Tbf

nd the earth. as Iran. Th* fcrdl'
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ibour wai rain. Wl^en thus hum^,

1 them the meaning of theie cal-

lod of their remoTal. The prophet

teir blighted hopes, and their want

en qod. and the high mission he

md for low and selQsh ends had
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nati6h,aiid in iGtod's d^i^ngs witl^

r, our owjaeirciiinstances, and God's

iren, w^|JMve assembled this day,

areign's^frepi^esentatiTe, for special

)q[ca to tl^iose heavy calamities that

if this colony. Of the wisdom of

tne opinion among earnelt, christian

m^g FroT^dence, and a Ck>d who

a people, our soflbiings are at this

) graTcist sijpiflamee has arrired.

on whioh thii People are dependent

loh our prosperity rests, haVe fidled

}nr labours, y^an^ with all lU at-

classes of th(^ community ; many

a »lMolat« destit^tiui), and dependent

f

»n pnbho chsrlty, tor their daily broad. Many more are snclarlns,

lort privations and hardships in silence, rather than make known

their wanU ; and those, once in af^uentor comforUbfe circumslaticci,

^re ahard battie to " provide things honest in the sight of all

men." Th« rich as weU as tfie podr » tiie employer as weU as tiie

^ployed, Ibel the pressure. The mei^ who have «^ so*n touch,"—

made large Inyestment of tileir capital-" brlog in i UtUe," and the

labour«rs earn wages and •' put It Into a bag wltti hotes.-* The fact

'

that between a third and a half of tixe entire rerenuelof the country

^, during tiie last year, been eipended in pauper r^Uef, shows the

tatentand seTcrity of tite preralent distress. Pat^riim, like a

plague, Is spreadingin tiie community, destroying maWy energy and
^

eelfi«lianoe ;
paralyririg industry ; degrading and demortUxing

those to whom God has glren healtii and strengtii to pr<)Tide for tiielr

(rants. The heart aches to see tfie numbers in our s^eU and at

o^ doors who are asking for ft morsel of bread, and these, in

panj tnstadces, ndttiie sged an^ infirm, but the youn^ and robust.

Indwhenwe remember that aU around Us, there are homes where

bqhl encanjpt itself In tiie empty ^-place, and bl<*ws, in our

tatting blasts, tiirongh the broken door, and paralyzes .the naked

ihnbf. and where hnngertfkea tiie strong mad by the throat, and

lOigbta tii* Ufe of chUdhood ; w>d whpre apathy and blanjc despair

fehmti»*heartordriTe men to drpwii tiieir sorrows in drunken

Htwpetortibn-rirhen we tiilnk of all ti>U, U It ironderftll \that #•

ehenld look to tiie ftature wiU» sad and »nxious hearts ? Itli tfta*.

iliat. M a people, we turned to God, confessed our sinj, and d^ed for

mercy and deUrerance. It U tinle tiiat we ^' tionsidered our W«.

•0 a« to discoter wherein .we >»« done >mis| and what we )^ to

wpentof. The present prisUta mlpM caU to e|^ man tp pause,

•nd V» fci4uirtand consider why, as a people, ti^ sulTerlng ihfu.

And ilndirig h3l^ slnfal we have heed, let us turn f the Lord witii

genuine repentance andsorrow, wt^ hdmble* and sincere confesstea

i(f imr siiis. and einfest prayer tor forgiveness and grace through

Jesns Christ. But tiiat rtipentanco cannot be sincere unless we a^J

^lerfly wiUltigtolooK into the tarufli of tilings. We must not try t^

dint our eyes to what conscience pronounces wwmg—to delude oiiri_

leJTM wifli flimsy exctites of expiBdiency or necessity. We tnusfc

xetam to God with a spirit o^ honest determination to " ceise to \

aoevBand toleamto do well.-, We must be wiUing to fcorrect \

ihatU, wrong, to tpten^on^hatU ui\iust,todo all tiiat is lawfii*

|(ml|!^»whateveip)eiheconte?ipt we incur or the «ac?ifl^e i^e
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