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on the island during the revolutionary war and the measures of defence may be traced
in the calendar, so that it is unnecessary to recapitulate them.

Patterson, who had been absent for some time, returned to the island on the 28th
June, 1780, and roported a grèat improvement in the number of the population, the
increase of stock, &o. He p'roposed on account of the confusion caused by the name-
Stý JohWs Island-that it be changed to New Ireland, and au Act was passed f ' r the
par"e, but disallowed, the reason given being that the name of New Ireland was
already appropriated, He alsol prôposed a systeni of military roads, but the plan was
not approved of by Lotd George Gennain, then Suretary of State, as he held that
these roads wuuld affoAi advantages to au enemy, whereu by the island being left es it
was the population froin:their knowledge of, the country would have the advantage.

Governor !->att'BrgOt4 -on bis. réturn, charged Lielit-Governor Desbrisay and the
Executive Council with havilig taken advantage of bis absence to secure lands for
themsiËýlves in an improper manner, and made a demand thet the lands thus acquired

be restored to the Ordwn. Desbrisay àefended bis ç5ourse, urging bis powers as
Liaut.-Governor, and that he had obeyed instructions in granti 1 ng lands;, should the
King bommand him, he would give up the lands, but he thought ît bard. The membom
of the Council also protested against the demand for the restoration of the lands, hut
the Lords of Trade agreed with Patterson on the impropriety of the action of the Lieùt.-
Governor and Couneil, and desired that a surrender of the lands shoulà be made form-
ally in open court, the transactions being entered on the record.

In January, 1782, Governor Patterson reported that he was coulatructing a boat to
cross to the continent, qo as to put the island in communication ý,îth the rest of the
world: during winter, but the resuit of this firet attempt is not, givûn in the
dbeuments.

About the end of this vear ý1782) the beginning of the' movement of loyalists
tâWards the iýiland îs noticed, bezug an. invitation from the officers of the Xi4s,
Rangers tû luyalist refugees to visit and, examine the is 1 land, so as to be thern4el49
witnesses of the mi,ýrepresentationg that had been cireulated respecting it, and GoveMor
Patterson, writing to the provinciftl agent, calls attontion to the happy asylum it, would
be for the loyalists. The preyiouý settlers appear, bowever,ý to have giveýa him a good
deal of trouble. lu the month of June, 1783, the agent, Stuart, urged that official
ordem should be sent to New York to forward loyalists týb Sb. JQ4a't Islaud aa egtly-,m
pgssible, and the grauteffl who had received large bWk8 of land on the islýind ý9«ea-ýo,
seroekt a fourth of their grants for their bene'fit, butat the endoi th6 year
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