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tion in its series. This editorial function does not com-
mit the members of the Committee to any opinions ex-
pressed by the writers. Like other editors, they are
asked to vouch for the usefukiess of the works, their

scientific and literary merit, and the advisability of issu-

ing them. In like manner the publication of the mono-
graphs does not commit the Endowment as a oody or
any of its officers to the opinions which may be expressed
in them. The standing and attainments of the writers

selected afford a guarantee of thoroughness of research

and accivacy in the statement of facts, and the character

of many of the works will be such that facts, statistical,

historical, and descriptive, will constitute nearly the

whole of their content. In so far as the opinions of the

writers are revealed, they are neither approved nor con-

demned by the fact that the Endowment causes them
to be published. For example, the publication of a

work describing the attitude of various socialistic bodies

on the subject of peace and war implies nothing as to

the views of the officers of the Endowment on the sub-

ject of socialism; neither will the issuing of a work, de-

scribing the attitude of business classes toward peace

and war, imply any agreement or disagreement on the

part of the officers of the Endowment with the views

of men of these classes as to a protective policy, the

control of monopoly, or the regulation of banking and
currency. It is necessary to know how such men gen-

erally think and feel on the great issue of war, and it is

one of the purposes of the Endowment to promote studies

which will accurately reveal their attitude. Neither it

nor its Committee of Research vouches for more than

that the works issued by them contain such facts; that

their statements concerning them may generally be

trusted, and that the works are, in a scientific way, of

a quality that entitles them to a reading.

John Bates Clask,
Director.


