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TIIK SKCvlNO fONSIMHACY TO HE-

IMTK CANADA AND UH.ISIANA.

(ISOO-IHIO.)

\api)li''>n, who had airivftl to uriatmits

in KiaiuT ami was lust ronsiil im !<'•«.

pnvail.d oil Spam to ivUc Louisiana to

Kraiur 111 IMtO l)v thf I rial y ol M. Itli'l-

phoiisi'. Ilir ptiiiarttl uti ixptilitioii oi

i:i t)U(t nun ami a train "t ailillt'iy lor

Ni\v Orleans, hut the thirl ol this fxpu

illtion was ohiimcl to lend the aid ol his

troops to put ilo«n thr strviif nvolt in

Uh' Krcnch provinir ol San Doniin«o,

v\hirf almost all of thr solilirrs ptTishfil

of iWcr and malaria At thi' saiiir time,

war with l-.nKlaiid was likely to occur

and his in-wU aei|UiH'd prov.nce of Loui-

siana Was lilt without deliiisi'. 'Ihe \ an-

kers were alrradv siparalmn thrnisrlves

from thrir previous coiicurrriicc with Kiiu-

lalid to possess Louisiana, and their

aurnt, Livingston, was m Pans ready to

niakr anv arrantfeiiient with the French

for Ihe possession of Louisuina. in spite

of their plednes of all alli.iiice with Knu-

land. -apoleon was too shrewd to place

any faith m Yankee promises founded on

so unstahle a hasis as Yankee " honor,"

but he knew that if he sold Louisiana to

the Inited States he would at least have

the monev for it, and at the same time

make a hreak m their friendly inter-

course with Kntflaml.

On April 10, IWi, he called his two

colleasues together and thus addressed

thelii : I know the value of Louisiana

and I had w ishe,4 to repair the fault of

the French iiei!;ociator who had ahandon-

cd It in 17(!3. A few strokes (d the pen

have recovered it, a.id 1 see that very-

soon I must Kive It up anain. Hut, it it

escapes me, one day it will cost dear to

those who cause me the sacrifice. The
p:nKlish have taken from France succes-

sively. Canada, lsh>-Uoyal, Newfoundland

and Acadia, and the richest parts of

Asia. Thev have worked and plotted in

San DominKo. Hut they shall not have

the Mississippi Hasin. Louisiana is no-

thing in comparison to their asgrandiso-

nenl in other parts of the worltl Yet

tl.eu jealousy at seeinK this cidony re-

lUin to France announces that they have

in mind to seize it. Already they have

twenty vessels in the (iulf of Mexico

and thev sail those seas -.^ sovereigns. I

wish, if there lie yit time, to deprive

their, of tbe possihil'tv of ever possessing

to cede It to the I niteil
It. I wish
Stiitei

'

I'allmn flit the advice of his colleanues,

he was responded to hy one in ihii man
111 r :

" Jt IS necessary to give up the

place. . . You have srarcely (ittv iol

iliers there. Where are your meuna oi

seiiditiu Karrisons ' oi construct iiik a litie

of forts alonn 400 leajtoes of frontier '

, . . Louisiana is open to the Knglisli

from the north hy Ihe Oreat Lakes, and

If at the same time they pieseiit them-

selves at tiie iiiouth ol the river. New
Orleans must fall . . On Ihe other

hand the coniiiiest would he easier for

thi- I lilted Sl.ites. They can invade tile

count rv hy several liavinahle rivers oi

which It IS nicessarv (or them only to en-

ter to hecoiiie masters. . ." The other

colhaKiie Was of a contrary mind ' " We
are," said he, "yet at peace with Fng-

glanii. Ihe colony which has heen cede 1

to us, depend on the willini;iie:is of tin'

first consul. It would not he wi.se to

abandon, in the liar of a doubtful daii-

ner, the most imporlanl establishment

we have outside of France herself, and

to ridi ourselves without any other cause

than Ihe possihiliU of war. Hotter far

he it taken from us by force of arms
If peace IS maintained, iis cession cannot

be lustified, an' this premature act would

be the .subject of profound regrets. Its

preservation on account f>f commerce and

navigation will he of great value and an

inestimable joy in our maritline pro-

vinces. The advantages drawn already

from our colonies are yet present to us

Tin flourishing cities have been created

by this commerce and the opulence and

irixur\ which embellish Paris are

effects of colonial industry. . . .

will nut submit it ;
you will not

knowledge it by your resignation.

Kngland is the mistress of 'he seas

that one may not possess colonies

at her good pleasure '. . . .If
might seize Louisiana, as you fear

the
You
ac-

that
anil

save
thev
Haii-

ovei- IS yet in our hands as a pledge for

their good behaviour. France, deprived ol

her marine and colonies s robbed of half

of her splendor and a great part of her

power. Louisiana is able to recompense

us lor all our losses. Nowhere on the

globe is there a port capable of becoming

so important as New Orleans. . .
The

Mississippi is at the door, re-entorced hv

twentv rivers which surpass the grandest

and most beautiful of Europe. The navi-

gation to tiie Indies, in doubling Cape

of Good Hope, ha? altered the marts oi

commerce and ruined Venice and Genoa

Then what will happen if some day. a

canal is open through tht> Isthmus of Pa-


