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These explorations were largely made before the Pilgrim 
Fathers landed on Plymouth Itoek.

Saul whs the <IchIIi of our pioneer explorer. Somewhere 
in tin* Georgian lliiv region in KiiVJ. Pride wan murdered 
and his hotly eaten hy savage Imliams.

COMING OF THE PIONEERS
‘•|*luiiifiil l'loiv*vi>: Whitman.

Apart from a few explorers ami nivn in tin- military ser- 
viee, who were really nomads, not set tie is, I In- first white 
settlers of Western Ontario were members or ileseendants of 
mem hers of tin* Cadillne eolony of 1701. In 17-VJ there were 
twenty families on the shore lines of the present County of 
Essex. The first baptismal reeonl If. Vatholie) in that settle
ment is ilateil .Inly hi. 1701. the first marriage, •lannary 24, 
1700. ami the first burial. Mareli 20, 17(10. Some of the pioneers 
may have been haptizeil or marrieil in Detroit. Imt these are 
the firs! rerun lei l in Western Ontario.

Hy the proelamatioii of Loid Dorehester. .Inly 24, 1788. 
that portion of (jnehee now ealleil Ontario, was divided into 
four ilistriets. The fourth was ealleil liesse, its eastern hotin- 
ilary being a line run line noitli from the most easterly ex
tremity of Long Point. On Oet. !•">, 1702, these ilistriets were 
re-named, and Hesse heeame the Western Distriet.

In 1701 the Provinee of (jitehee was divided, heeoming 
Lower and Cpper Canada, and hy the proelamatioii of .lolin 
Graves Simeoe, -Inly Hi. 1702. the four original ilistriets were 
suh-ilivided into nineteen eounties.

The nineteenth enmity was named Kent, ineluded part 
of the present enmity of that name, and ineluded “all the 
land not being territories of the Indians, as far north as 
Hudson's llav: south to the Ohio River and west to the 
Mississippi." This vast area had also been ineluded in the 
Distriet of Hesse.

The first oflieial survey in Cpper Canada began in 1781. 
and between that and 170(1 surveyors aeting under government 
orders had surveyed some of the Townships in Essex County, 
and disbanded soldiers settled there. These eonstituted the 
seeotid iiieoming of white settlers to the western part of this 
I’rovinee. The first had been Freneh and It. Catholie. The 
'seeoiul were English speaking and ehiefly Protest a lit.

The next settlement was that of the Lord Selkirk settlers. 
In 1804 laird Selkirk sent 111 of his sturdy Highlanders who 
formed a settlement known as Haldoun on tile Cheyn Eearte
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