" External Affairs in Parliament

)

LT Speech from the Throne opening the 3rd session of Canada’s 24th Parlia-

- I ment contained a number of references to foreign policy. During the latter
half of January and during February, statements of varying length on Canada’s
external relations were made by Prime Minister Diefenbaker, the Secretary of
State for External Aﬂ'alrs, Mr. Green and the Mlmster of Finance, Mr. Fleming

Speech from the Throne

The Throne Speech, read on January 14 by ‘Governor-General Vamer, contained
the following paragraphs on mternanonal topzcs that wouId be gtven special attention
durmg the session: : :

" ... My Prime Minister looks forward to meetmg with the leaders of the other

" Commonwealth governments early in May. The Commonwealth is in a state of

rapid constitutional development. During the course of the year ngena is o

become an independent member following those constructive processes by which [z

the Commonwealth has set a lead in peaceful evolut:on of new natlons from |
_dependent territories. S '

We welcome the spirit which has made possnble the progress of the past year i
in meetings between the leaders of great nations and we believe that with wisdon [
and patience the series of meetings arranged to commence in Paris in May cn g
bring about the results which all desire. Canada will be prepared to assist whole §
heartedly by consultatlon partlcularly in the North Atlantic Treaty Orgamz:mom 3
with those 1mmedlately involved in these efforts to achieve just dlplomatxc settle &
ments. - ’ :

A lasting peace between nations, founded upon understandmg and toleranct,
is the strongest aspiration of Canadians. The Government contmues to reg: ard as R

" a primary goal the achievement of the greatest possible measure of controlled
~disarmament. Canada will devote every effort to discharging its respon51b111tles :
as a member of the Ten-Nation Disarmament Committee. Some progress h#
already been made by those nations possessing nuclear weapons in preparing?
treaty to discontinue the testmg of such weapons and to estabhsh a system of 7

international control. . -

We are heartened by the unanimous approval glven by the Umted Natioss |
to the Canadian proposal to sample and analyse more widely and effectively the

“.radioactive content of the atmosphere; soil and food. For this purpose necessarf K
funds to enable Canada to take a leading part in this work will be requested.  E

It must be expected that the recent technological advances in the penetratlo‘l p
of outer space will lead to further dramatic developments. Canada welcomes 1 E

/\”opportumty to partlcnpate actively in the United Nations committee mtended 1
ensure that outer space is used only for peaceful purposes.
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