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He has brought Canada to the greatest development of her
power. It is extraordinary to think what Canada has done in this
war. The unending crash of events, one scene of drama succeeding
and overlapping another, the intense absorption of people of every age,
sect and class in the war effort, hardly enabling them to draw breath

all this makes us incapable of appreciating a tithe of what is going
on, what has been going on in Canada, under its Government headed
by one who has been twenty-five years the leader of a party and
eighteen years Prime Minister of the Dominion. With all that is
being done there, we may well ask to be excused if we have not
followed it all in the detail it deserves.

Canada, with her eleven million people, has guarded the heart
and citadel of the Empire during the most perilous months in its
history. There was a time when the Canadian Corps stood as our
prineipal method of defence between the enemy’s gathering invasion
hordes and this vast City of London. And Canadians have become
a naval people. They have gone to sea. Not only do they build ships,
both of peace and war, but they man them, and fight them, and have
contributed in a notable degree to the destruetion of the U-boat
menace.

As for the air, Canada is the home of the British Empire and
Commonwealth in central organization. Her geographical and other
conditions have facilitated this, and from the fields of Canada have
come a race of airmen who have not only gathered unsurpassed
honour, but will continue to be an asset for the greater unity which
underlies all written or legal constitutions for the British Empire.

My friend, Mr. Mackenzie King, I have known for well over
forty years, first in politics and then in personal friendship, and I
know well the many steps he has always taken throughout that
period leading up to this great climax of the development and
demonstration of the power of Canada. Canada has a future which
none can measure. The representative of this magnificent people
will give us to-day a conception not only of the general participation
of Canada in the Empire, but of the particular character of her
contribution which, in our vast and varied organization, is alivays
to be weleomed.
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Canada is the link which joins together the old worid and the
new; which links the vast American people with whom, I trust, we

shall ourselves develop a fraternal association. Canada, bound by

sacred ties to the Mother Country, and also by terms of the deepest
intimacy and friendship to the United States, clamps the whole
structure of this benignant, unfearing, glorious British Empire
together into one homogeneous mass which, when crisis comes for
the world as a whole, will never fail in its duty.

I call upon Mr. Mackenzie King.




