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In cod we trust

by Michael Graham

[ almost didn’t go to the Double
Deuce this last Saturday. My friends,
who had said that they would prob-
ably be there, were unreachable, I
was running late anyway, and it was
—26 degrees outside! Then I decided
to call GoTime and geta bus. I ran to
catch it. Hopefully [ could avoid the
half hour walk downtown. Not only
did I miss the bus, I had to suffer
through the cruel joke of watching it
drive away, leaving me in the cold.
Tomakealongstory shorter, I ended
up walking/running down to the
Deuce with all of my camera equip-
ment on one of the coldest nights in
history.

Cod Can’t Hear Concert
Leonard Conan, Cool Blue
Halo, jale, Bubaiskull

Saturday, February 6th, Double
Deuce

Was it worth the effort? Yes! |
have been going to local Halifax gigs
for about nine years and [ can’t re-
member any being as great as Satur-
day's show. The crowd was large and
enthusiastic, andall fourbands played
extremely well. Even the “intermis-
sion” music was great.

Leonard Conan was first up
and...let me take a look at the notes
I took as they played: “Heavier Stiff
Little Fingers/Replacements”, “Good
on own terms’, “Crowd was into
them — odd for a first band”, “Maybe
the new cd has people hyped —
GREAT!”, “Some dancingandalco-
hol consumption”, “They have it
together. Played really well, had fun
andwereappreciated”. Although this
was only the second time that I've
seen the band play, Leonard Conan
are definitely starting to grow on me.

Cool Blue Halo is a band which [
know next to nothing about. I've
seen them before, but the bassist was
also playing in Chaz Rules or Merge,
[forget. There arefar toomany bands
around here to keep track of!

The first thing I noticed about
Cool Blue Halo was the fact that the
bassist was playing a five stringer.
Even though I couldn’t tell if she was
playing with a low Bor high Cstring,
thismade me happyas[amabig time
bass affectionado.

Afterfixingsome guitarampprob-
lems, the band dove straight into
theirgreat, original, slightly raunched
up pop material. Especially catchy
was their song “Sheila” (?) or
“SHEEELAAAAA”. Cool Blue
Halo had good fun on stage and they
also got the crowd jumping around
and dancing. They played a terrific
and all too short 45 minute set. With
their good pop material and their
two and even THREE part harmo-
nies this band may be destined for
international popstardom. Younever
know...

Jale. I keep hearing rumoursabout
jale.Iam totally confused aboutwhat
they are up to. Did they sign to
SubPop? Are they on some compila-
tion? What kind of deal do they have

and with who? Hopefully someone is
taking notice of this band, because
they are very good and keep getting
better. (I have a feeling that the
answers to these and other probing
questions will be revealed in an
upcomingissue of the Gazette—watch
for it)

Saturday night’s set was the most
powerful that I'd ever heard and seen
them play. Apparently they hadn't
played live forawhile and I guess that
they just bashed out their songs with
moreabandonand energy than usual.
Jale also mixed in some new material
which sounded great and went over
very well.

1 have to say that jale sounds a bit
like Sloan. Maybe it's the power
drumming, possibly the vocal har-
monies (up an octave or so), but
there is a resemblance somewhere
between the two bands’ sound. This
isn’t a slam — just a relatively worth-
less and subjective observation. And
of course, this comparison is com-
pletely mute when you are up front
and immersed in the band and in the
moment.

It is now past one in the morning
and Bubaiskull are setting up. Peo-
ple are moving toward the front. It is
getting crowded. Bubaiskull do not
fit into any musical categorization so
hereare afewadjectives: harsh, origi-
nal, bombastic, loud, diverse, intense,
tight, dangerous, destructive,

GOQOD, etc.

Those words may conjure up an
image of a death/thrash metal band.
Well, Bubaiskull certainly isn’t that
(thank god). They are so difficult to

describe. While the above adjectives
fit their sound in most cases, there
are many exceptions. Imagine late
Joy Division crossed with Black Flag
or even better — SEE THEM LIVE!

Bubaiskull begin their set and
within a minute it is slamfest central.
[ felt oh so safe standing near the
front of the stage with my camera
pressed to my eye, cutting off all
peripheral vision. Thoughts of the
camera being knocked ro the ground
and stomped on filled my head. But
it was not to be. | managed to avoid
any grievous bodily harm. Next
time...nocamera- [ wannahave some
fun too.

What can be said about their set
other than “They smoked!”. I can’t
really describe their music. There is,
however, more of it, as they played
some new material. Hopefully the
band will preserve one of these shows
with a soundboard recording and use
that as a debut album (hint hint).

One thing [ noticed while
Bubaiskull were playing was that they
seem to have a hardcore following.
Many people came in just to see
them and no one else. Someone was
videotaping the set as well — to in-
duce motion sickness in the viewer
perhaps?

Bubaiskull ended far too early (2
am) but I walked home happy to
have seen a brilliant live show, and
freezing because it was still -26 de-
grees outside! At least | was safe in
the knowledge that the Halifax scene
wasstronger thaneverand only shows
signs of improving. Now, to get that

Cod Can't Hear CD!

Bubaiskull: stirring up a slam-fest at the Double Duece
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