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gutiug his programme front trne to
turne*in impatience for the appearance
af the Jolliffe Troupe.

"4Their numiber'5 up!" whspered the
lawyer ii' bis ear;; Captain Neville Fol-
jett fixed bis eye-glass.

Six lpretty girls, walking with thec as-
sured and springy step of the trained
dancer, rnarched on to the stage, sing-
ing a catchy air. They marched, as
it h0)ppened, straight towards where
taptain Follett sat; it was, alrnost as
thougli they werp g-ving their perform-
ance for him alone. But the Captain's
eyes were not for thern at ail; looking
past them in the direction of the
wings f rom wbicb they had entered, he
saw something else that more deeply
intcrested hlm.

it was a child. A littie mite >of some
4-three or four years of age, prettily

dressCd, who stood just round the angle
of the scene, 'and graveiy went through
tllm.who1c performance on her own ac-
count. She jigged about on ber smali
feet, and gravely kieke& up bier srnall
legs, in tirne to the kicking of the six
dancers on the stage; solemnly mardi-
ed round in a littie (-cie of her own,
out of sight, as they marched round
on the stage. And when at last the
"«turn" was finished, and the girls had
bowed thernseives off, the Captain saw
the child caught up in a medfley of
rushing figures and hurried away.

"I've seen their manager, and they'll
give us five minutes if we go round
now" whispered Shearman, getting to
bis feet. "Follow me, and don't fal
over anything."

The bewildered Captain was led along
passages and down staireases, under flie
guidance of Shearman and of a little
comion-place looking man who was ex-
trernely anxious to know what they
thouglit of the t:-oupe and of the dan-
cing, and whe cbattered inccssantly as
lie went along. Coring to the door of
a room, lie knocked upon it, and was ad-
initted, whlc the Captain and bis cern-
panion stood outside and waited. Ncw
and then a strangely-dressed figure
came fitting past; once -a whole troupe
cf acrobats fore madly down the stairs,
almost upsetting th-> 0aptain, and raced
out of sight. Then the door opened,
and tlie littie manager came out,, shak-
ing bis head.

"If ain't no good. gentlemen," he
said briskly. "The gels are tired, and
tliey don't see any good to corne of any
more interviews. It's no, good your
waitin'-not a bit."

"Will you present my compliments
to flic ladies," said the Captain stiffly,
yet with infinite courfcsy, "and remind
thern that 1 have corne a journey of
mnany fbousand miles te England in
order to see them; say that 1 beg for
five minutes only."

The door near which tliey were stand-
ing wNas slightly ajar; suddenly il
opened wider. A liead wvas thrust out
andl a voîce calied sharply:

"AIl right, George; let the gentleman
corne in-f or five minutes. Ther's nc
'arm in that."

The Captain put bis crush bat undei
bis arm, and smoothed bis gligltly greý
liair, and bowed himsclf info the roorn
An untidy room, withi garments of ever>
sort and description tumbled about oF
the chairs and hanging against th(
'Walls. The girls were grouped aboul
their dressing-tables, and in the ver)
centre cf theni, seated on one cf th(
tables, was the child. The Captain ha(
R ri(ieulous, pathetie feeling for a mc
nient tliat lie was waging rather unequa
warfare against these girls-what wifl
bis money and blis lawyer and oni
fhing and another.

"Tihis is Captain Foliett," said 'Sbeai
man, coughing nervously. "Captaii
Folltt, this is Miss--,"

"Oh, 'aIl riglt; l'Il do flic inti'oduceing!'
sid a black-eyed gifl'.. wliose hcad tih

(aptain recognized as iîaving beemi th
(Me tlirustt out cf the dloor. Vedon'
need to lie 50 partictilar as aUi thai
'rn Fanny-and titis is Ciily-and thi

is Qîtcîtie- sud tlîat's Audcve in fi
corner titere-anci that's Daisy-ar

Faulî girl jerkcd ber hcad a littl
<efiaitiv as lier name was spoken, ar
tule visiter howcvd gravely and ut

Sfilîuvat cacit. Inflic awkwar
Pille tlîat ensued tlie Captain's voic
SpeOke( for the first time.

The Western Home lfonthly
F «Thank you" lie said; "but there iaone omission. I sbould like--as a mere
matter of formi-to be introduced to-
everyone."1

Tic black-eyed girl lookcd at him cen-
riously for a moment, then drew baek
a littie; shè had béen standing exactly
in front cf the child. "Oh -ail right,"
she answered, witi a liard laugli.
This is Ruby."

The Captain bowcd again, and held
ouf bis hand for the first time. The
mite frankly put bier arnalband into
bis, and lie gravely slioek it; Shearman,
watclîing cagerly, saw that one or fwo
of flic girls had unbent a littie, and
'were smiling.

"This ain't 'business," interrupted
Fanny, putting an end to the liand-
shaking by getting beside flic child. and
slipping an armn about bier. "II under-
stand, Captain Folltt-and if if cornes
te that we aliinderstand-that you're
Oere fo make sorne proposai about a
certain party that shall be na.mless"
-she hugged flie child a little closer
as she spoke, and went on a littie more"
llerely--"that proposai 'avfig been
already made by the gentleman beside
you. And flie answcr's flic samne as
it's always been-and fliat answer is-
'No!'"ý

"~My position' ladies," said the Cap-
tain, drawing himscîf up as thoudli
about te make a spec-"my position
is a difficuif and delicate one. 1 fully
recognize how very ffuch bas been donc
by you all"-he wavcd a hand cern-
prehensively' and one or two cf them.
bowed-"ýfor the support cf thc-tbe*
party fliat shaîl be nameless. But 1
wouid merely suggest that it is perhaps
"-the Captain glanced round tb# un-
tidy room, and lowercd bis voice a lit-
tlc---"perhaps not quite flic kind cf hf c
for a young and-er-delicafe cild."

"II should like te ask wbat's tbe imat-
ter wifi the if e?" askcd the girl wbo
had been introduced as Audrey. "If
ycu're careful thcy treaf you like ladies;
and wben you know as muc'h as some
cf us do you can look affer ycurself."

III rcferred, Miss Audrey," said the
Captain, wbe neyer forgot a name--'~l
ieferred rat ber te tic child. 1 want
you te tbink cfflia hlife shie bas-and
the if c she miglit bave. I arn willing
te, take bier away- f rcm licre, and te
place lier with people wio will pee to
lier welfarc-ano. who wili brin& lier up
and educate lier as a lady-ý
r "Which lber mother vasn't 1" exclaim-
cd Fanny fierceey. "'Er mother was one
cf us-working bard, and going on
frein town te town and livitng deccntly
and weli-tifl your, precious brother

f came along-"?
1 "My brother is dead," broac ixý the

rCaptain gravely. "Also I believe fliaf
the lady is dad-so thiaf we mar leave

- them eut of the question. ' Ladfes" h
tcxclainied, in an unwontcd bursf of

t eloquence, "IJ appeal te you alI. The
littie person whe shah be nameles-

i whaf sort cf life is At going te be for
* her in flic ycars that are coming? She

must wander frorn place te place, as
r y-oui wantler; she must sec siglits and
y' lear seunds fo which you bave grcwn
1aecustemed, and on which you eau put

yr thei? preper valuiation. Then look for
n a moment at flic otîter side cf flic pic-
te turc. Shie shah be taken away frein
it liere, and shah be sent te people wlio
y understand ber, and undcrstand tic
ie training of young chldren; she shahl be
.d tîrovidcd wlîen she grows up wifli

). roer guardianship ai-. witi a proper
l income;shc shall neyer want for any-
;h thing. it is a sordid fashion of spcak-
e lng, ladies," wenf on flic Captain, not

witheut agitation; but 1 shouid ike to
- say thtat I arn a rien inan-and that 1
In arn only trying te do my duty te flic

dead-and toteicliving."
"Hear, bear!" murxnured the lawycr

le belind bis hand.
"eIAIl very fine and prett y," said Fanny -

't sf111 with an armn about the chid, "bi
,t, t won't exatly wash. I don't want
is te say anythinli 'ard about the dead,
be <led knows; but voxîr brother wasn't
id our sort, and veui're net eut .sert, aund

that 's tlîe long sand the short of it.
le When peer Ruby died, and Daisy 'Pre
id came te take ber place, we nmade tup
l- our xinds-tbe six cf us-that wc'd look
rd affer tue-flic persen tbf s-hall he

ce xameless. Being six cf lns, w'e settled
1we'd share and ýliarc alike, and thaf
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he New SilkQa
Are Here.

HERE is a Eist of Silks the popularity of whieh -in
assured for wear on ail occasions. Trhey

been chosen with great care, particular'attention
given their reliability, attractivenoem and fin,*.
most irnportani point in their favor is theirpres

Colored Silks and Rich Dress Fouard#,~
Satins 40-înch satin FPouard-

. 1 Soft draping effeot, choice deIs
36-inch Duchesse Mousseline and coloringe, per yar> , K
-a veryattractive Satin, excel- «>.intajh Satin'Foulard-
lent finish and effect, 40 of the One 'of -the beot linos w.4e
ne-west colora to select from, 36- handled at $1.50. Exýcellent tix-1

mcli, 1.50 ayard.turo aud finish,, lovJy dàâgià"i
inc, $.50à yrd.newest colorings.; p« y *N.$O

36-inch Rich Satin Pailette 4-nbStnFuad
-very sof t, bighly reôommendcd 4Our be atlin. sud oas

for its draping effect, charmlng ertainly like you tô àsq, b» g
colora, 36-inch, $1.19 a yard. colora, rieli deaigna, Per srý

$1.25.
40-inch Ninon-de-Soie--ali silk for
over-draping etc., 40-incli, $1.00 a Elegant Black Sil4%

yard.Satin Pailette--
Rich Satin Pailette-sftricl cf - Nice soft silk, per yard. Me.
fect, ail staple shades, 55e a yard. 6IlhStnPitt'

a 27-ncha ntu inLya vry Doar 1 Perfect b"ao, -8M. , 11.

weave, two qualitieau-27-inch,
59.; 27-ihcli, $1.25. Ail colora.

40-inci Satin Polonaise -very

strcng and durable, excellent
finish, colora are grey, squirrel,

steel, aise black, sud white, 85ic.
a yard.

27-inci guarautecd Maxirn Satin,
for bcst liniug Satin. AUl good
lining sbades kept, 27-incli, $1.25
a yard.


