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term « poswssed." an actual permanent and honaji.k cccu-
pancy must be under8to.,d to be meant, and n.t merely a fie
taiou. or emblematic possess.on. or a delay in transUu, on a
tradmg journey or a voyage of discovery. And the best h.s-
tor,es of the times, the sole authonti -s to which on such a
•ubject we can refer for mformation entitled to credit, con-
tain oo mention of any actual or permanent establishments
or occupants of land in i670, or berore that period uUhin aa
"nmen.e distance of any part of the territories ever claimed
by the Hudson's Bay Company. On the cntrary. their
earliest mention even trading journies into those couniries
is of a date much subsequent to that of the Charter.

It is related by those who are inclined to contest the va-
l>CUy of the Charter, that a Beaver Company was formed
« Canada in I63O, who traded to the " interior" for peltries
If the boundaries had been defined which circumscribe that
uncertain country alluded to. under the ambig.ous denomina.
t.on of the '. interi ,r," the statement would have been more
clearly understood

; but if it be intended to import that the
Beaver Company formed in 1630 (aj traded into the Hud-
son's Bay territories, the assertion would only be entitled t.
"d'cule. Quebec was tak.n by the English under Kirk
commonly called Sir David Kirk, and the government of the'
Col<.ny was in 1630. in th • hands of his brother Lewis Kirk,
and so remained until 1632 when it was restored to France'

(a) See d.e opinion of Afe.srs. Rgo.t, Spanl^and Drot^
prmied at tLe end of this publication.
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