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son route coffld never con)pete with the all rail route of the Northern Pacific railway from

Duluth to the'Red :ýivçr-that a continuous railway from Superior was indispensable for tbis

purpose, but even this, he urged, would only be, a, summer route and could not compete with the

all rail, ail the year round route from the seàboard, via Detroit and Chicago. A continuous

railway, therefore, fro' the Ottawa t >0 the Fertile Belt would -alone sècure both- trade and trivel

to Canada, and maintain our jurisdiction over the north-west. At Sault Ste. Marie and at the*

Assinibôine the CariadLin Pacifie railway would connect with the American systeni, and so far

be international. 
Jl,

As the Dominion was not in a position to undertake it as a publie work,"the enterprise

must depend upon the lands of the Fertile Belt. If these'*ould. not rep-,iy'tlië cost, the road
was not worth buildincr. The -railway' was the lonization road

proper co and railway lands

would-sell when and where free grant lands could not be given awa withoutitwhýlethe'pur-y
chasers of land were more desirable as settlers than a quaýsi pauper emigration imported, at

thé publie expense, to colonize free orant lands. The principle of our a,,sessi'ent Law is, that

the property benefited shall pay the tax; the lands, therefore', whether by the Goveimment or a

compan* should be devoted tî secure the railway. There was ýa -reat principle involved in

our proposed march westward from Lake Superior; it.was an assertion of Canadian nationality,

in the face of the Monr'oe Doctrine.

There was also an Imperial eleinent in the 'question, and the sanie i-cason, which had. iii-

duced the Empire to proinote the Interéolonial from Halifax to Quebec by a guarantee, a pliedp
-,with greater force to a Pacifie rail-way which would directly cofinect the naval stations of Hali-

£tx'and Esquimault througgh British terrîtory. The linperial Government knew that a tier of

British provinces extending across the continent could not be held torrether without a railwayý

The railway engineer'should have preceded the land surveyor and the Provincial ýabinet to

Red, river to show that Canada liad soilietliiii-rr more to-offer the Néti-3 than a constitution and

a tari ff à

Wlieflier Confederation was wise or unwise; wliether a Pacifie railway was financially prac-

ticable or not-westward extension of the former without the latter lie believed to be iinposbible.

He did not thin- it necessary to provide for the Pacifie section. lf the rowl to and

through -the Fertile Belt was sectired, British Columbia and the Pacifie Ocean commerce should

niake it a throul. iýlii1e.

ln" February,.187b, Mr. 1ýeefer browht abuut a convention of mun'i»Cipalities in the Ottawa

valley,.including the city of Montreal, at whicli he s-ýiidthat "if Confederation was to be ex-

tended'across the continent, a continuous railw« oiiCanadiansoilwasin(lispensable,"a-ndthat

he sincerely believed the enterprise they were met to èonsider, wasthe beninnin',, of a Cana-

dian Pacifie railway," 'and the following year British Colunibia was annexed to, the Canadian

Conféderation on the basis of such a railway.


