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210 THE HON. CHRISTOPHER DUNKIN, Q.C. D.C.L.

career, acted with the Conservative Party, ed office in the Dominion Cabinet as Minis
and was always regarded as belonging to ter of Agriculture and Statisties. The re-
that side of politics, though he conducted sîgnation of the Hon. (now Sir) John Rose

himself with great independence, and record- bad left the British population of Quebec
ed bis votes irrespective of Party coni3idera- without arepresentative in the Privy Coun-.

tions. On the great question of Confedera- cil, and "Mr. Dunkin, who enjoyed the full-
s w on his large and influential

tioù he differed widely from tho e ' ith est c ' fidence of
whom, he usually acted. He attackëd the eonstituency, and was held in ibigh, personal

project as immature, faulty in detail, and esteem by all, classes of the community,
likely to lead to embari-assmentq and con- was regarded as a fitting substitute .- for

fusions worse than those it was designed to. Mr. Rose. He held office unitil the 25th of
tôbe 1871, wben he was elevated to

remove. Though suffering from illness at Oc , r,
the time of the Confederation debate, he seat on the Judîcial Bench as a Puisn* Jùdge
made a long and impressive speech wherein of the. Superior Court of Quebee, as succes-

ee assailed nearly every proposition of the sor'to th>e late Hon. Mr. Justice Short. He-
Quebec Conference of 1864. Eventually, filled that position until bis death, whieh
however, when it became apparent that took place at bis, home at Knowlton, near

no opposition on bis part wouldý1eeffec- Montreat on the 6th of -January last. He
crriculture kytive in defeating the project,. he, during was succee.ded as Minister of A,the session of the gentleman who now holds that office.1866, avowed bis determina-

tion to, assist in makingo-the then proposed the Hon. John Henry Pope.
Confederation beneficial to the country at As a legislator Mr. Dunkin obtained wide
large. He took an active ' art in maturing recognition by the Act (respecting the salep
the necessary preparatory legislation, of intoxicating liquors and the issue of
was one of the most prominent advocates licenses therefor) which is commonly coup-

of the educational interests of the minori- led with bis name,,but which. is more cor-,
ties in both Upper and Lower Canada. In rectly- intituled the Canada Temperance
1867 he was created a Q een's Counsel. Act of 1864. This.'important measure bas

In Juffly, 1867> he kaa- invited-by the. sincé been frequently amended, and portions
Hon. Mr. Chauveau to join the Local ýCàbi- of it bave -been repealed. -Such clauses of

net of the Province of Quebee. He accept- W as are still in force are embodied in the
n, uebec Canada Tëmperance Act of 1878. A Cana-

ed the invitatio * and entered the'Q
Î, Cabinet as Provincial Tremurer. 11hi du- dian writer portraying Mr. Dunkin duri

ties in this - position were necewtrily of bis tenure of office as Minister of Agrk l-,
an intricate éharaeter, from the ùniettled ture referred in the f6llowingo, ternis to

accounts between the. two sections of the that gentlemans career as 1 legislator: "In
old Province and the Dominion. - In the proportion to bis physical strength, Mr.
negotiation*s that took place towar(Lq the Dunkin isa man of extraordinary mental
final adjudication of these.claims -lie acted energy. As a Parliame'ntary debater he is

with conside le*deliberation, but it distinguisbed by-the eloseness of bis reason-
not be Sud that hé acted otherwise than ing; in fact, he bas sometimes been regard-

in awordance with bis pledge as given in ed as -reasonmo, « so, closely -as to demolish
to niake both sid of the question, and. leave bis

1866, to exert bis utmost influence es
the Union a-success. He occupied the-pSt audience in atter perplex'ity. 'The elabora-

of Provincial Trea8urerof Quebec'un'til the tion f dçtaiý, which is, a characteristie of
mnth of November, « 1869, when he laSept- the legal mind, frequently obscures the
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