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Ini ail the Southern States (save those just mientioned), and
in the South Western States and Territories, one seeking wed-
lock can have at his option cither a religions or a civil celebra-
tion before a iniister, or a judicial offcer.

Ini Louisiana it is not even necessary for the iniister or
priest to be a citizen of the LUnited States. Louisiana is strict
enough to require marriage to be solemnlized in the preseîîce of
at least three witnesses ahl of whomi inust be of full age ; this
age liiît bears hardly upon bridesmnaîds.

Oklahonia and Porto Rico only require two adult comipetent
witniesses. Twenty-one of these sontherni commnonwealths and
territories do niot care whether any fonrth persbn is present or
not. However, ln the case of Quaker w'eddings ili Marylandi
the contracting parties nst sign a certificate to the effect that
they hiave agreed to take eachi other fui linisband and wife and
this lias to be atteste(l by twelve persons 1 )resent.

Marriages that wonild have been good Linder the old Eniglishi
comminon law are still valid ini Ilori(la.

By a Georgia law any persons of color living together as
husband an(1 wife on Marchi 9, 1866, hiad to suistain that legal
relation to each other, tuiless, in(lee(l the manî lad two or more
repnite( wîves, or the womnan more than one repuited husband:
if either was s0 blessed then lie or she had to choose one consort
an(I had to he forthwith married. Severe penalties were inflicted
ini case of refusa]. Ili Georgia " nliarriage is encouraged by the
SaNw.''

In Kentucky if a girl i lier anxiety oi niarry does s0 w th-
ont w aitîng tuntîl shie is sîxteen and lias legal p)ermiission, the
court miay commit lier estate to the care of a receiver to keep 50

long as the 'Conrt sees fit. So too, ini West Virginiia if the
impulsive miaiden marries nn(fler t\velve years of age.

li Porto Rico) collaterals by consangntiifity .may niot marry
\vithin the fouirtli degree, unlless tue Court waives the impedi-
nment; first cousins may tiot iarry in Arkansas, Arizona,
In(hianl Territorv, Lonlisiana, Oklahiomia, or Missouri; Tennessee
is the only state iii this part of the Union wliere sucli gooci
friends as aits and niephews, tncles an(l nieces, are not for-

bidden to niarry. Alabamna aiid MWississippi still prohlibit
niarriage witli a step-fatlier or a step-inother. Georgia, Ken-
tucky, Marylanîd, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, both

Virginias andc thîe District of Colunmbia (10 likewise and, furthier,
will not permîit marriage Nvitlî a fatlier-ini-law or a niotlier-in-
law. ln Sotlî Carolina, if the brile is tinder sixteen and the


