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to be the trae reason why the Templar 
has been olosely assooiated with Modern Free and Aocepted 

' “°D7;bUt °ar Engli8h sy8tem bas been alioays kept separate and 
distroct from the Craft degrees, forming no part of them, and, eon- 
»rred af ter tho Royal Aroh degree, ooneidered the olimax of Masonrv, 
tta completion of the seoond part of the Master's degree, separated 
faomit andembodied in a oeremonial of Jewiah legends,-the pro- 
dnction of the last eentnry.
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The Templar system, with ns, is, therefere, nothing more than 
aCTmBtian association of Freemasons, who represent and follow the 
traditions of the Anoient Beligions and Military Orders of the 
Crnsaders, imitatinp as nearly as possible, their nsages and onstoms 
“d stnotly ädhering to their teachings and doctrines.
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Until of late years, in all the discnssions whioh have taken plaoe 
as to the history and objeot of Templary, its purely orthodox Chris, 
fean oharaoter wsb never dispnted. Why, then, is there so mnoh 
difflonlty raised ubout the Holy Trinity test? No trne orthodox 
Christian can bring forward any feasible plea for its rejeotion, whioh 
has always been insisted npon. Without this test, the Order is lett 
open to the admission of members of qnestionable Christianity, who
fcom interested motives of their own, may wish to join and ....------»
name whioh they aotnally oan have no right or title to, and whose 
latitndinarian views are bnt a travesty on the religion of Christ.

Tho profession by a candidate of a mere belief in the Christian 
ndigion is not snffioiently defined. The prinoiples of Christianity 
existing oenturies before the Christian era, but not nntil then were 
ite pure doctrines revealed.
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As a belief in God is the essential oondition of the very existenoe 
°* Engli sh Freemasonry, so is a beUef in the Holy Trinity, Divinity 
and Inoarnation of Christ the>«( essential reqnisite of onr Templar 
aystem. On this faot it is based, and without it there oan be no true 
Templary. Those who are unable to aecept the doctrine, are totaUv 
onqualified for membership. 1

Let us, then, guard with jealous 
innovations and strictly enforoe the test.

Onr American oonfreres have strongly oommented. npon this 
teet, as exoluding “Unitarians," who are admitted to the Order in ' 
ttär jurisdictione. There, the term “Unitarian” appears to inolude 
•rary shade of opinion from some speoulative difflonlty as to the
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