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Canada’s Immigration Probiem

THE NEW ECONOMICS—OVER-POPULATION AND UNDER-DEVEL-
OPMENT—HUMAN VALUES :

By C. W. Peterson

ARTICLE 3

IF we capitalize that portion of the
‘tnational income which is ascrib-
able to human effort it is found to be

from  six to eight times all property
values. Even the staggering amount
of life insurance in force is only a frac-
tion of this capitalized value. We may,
therefore, readily conclude that Can-
ada’s “vital” asset is easily her great-
est. A study of the economic value to
Canada-of a new settler is illuminating.
Incidentally it is shown that over
$168,000,000 have been brought to this
country in cash and effects by immi-
grants. This new wealth has played
its important part in the development
of the country.
calculates that the capitalized produc-
tive value of the average individual to
the state is $3,000. The new-born
¢hild has a money value of $95, the
value increasing to $4000 by 20 years
of age, and dropping to $2,900 at 50,
according to accepted calculations.
“The recent European war and its
aftermath brought home to the world
& multitude of strange economic facts,
many of them old as the hills, but up
to that time wholly unrecognized. One
of the outstanding lessons taught man-
kind was that there is absolutely no
limit to the amount of work to be done
in this world, or to the amount of busi-
ness to be developed. The truth is that
over-production is theoretically incon-
ceivable. The purchasing ability of
every country lies primarily in its own
power of production,.and the more each
country produces, the greater may be
its trade with other! countries. The
more they all produce together, the
greater the variety of comforts and
necessities available for the world’s
population.. Even in the most pros-
perous countries multitudes are living
in a perpetual state of bare subsistence.
' WWe have not even approached within
measurable distance of satisfying reas-
onable human wants leave alone over-

a_upplyingv them.
. UNBALANCED PRODUCTION

What Canada, and many other coun-
tries, has suffered from during recent
years and what has given rise to gen-
?ral unemployment, is not necessarily
pver-population, but unbalanced pro-
duction. While Canada’s urban and
yural populations have been unequally
distributed, our aggregate working
force has been, and still is, vastly be-
Yow our minimam, urgent, national re-
quirements. With untold mineral and
forest wealth and millions of acres of
the world’s richest agricultural lands
lying idle and undeveloped, and the

Prof. Irving Fishern

world clamoring for food, it is para-

doxical to harbor an unemployment
problem. Widespread unemployment
under such conditions is prima facie
evidence of arrested deyelopment and
this must largely be due to bankrupt
statesmanship in so far as sufficient
intelligence and energy has not been
focussed on the solution of problems
which obviously lend themselves to
correction by well-known and proven
methods.

That over-population inevitably
leads to unemployment and increased
economic pressure can hardly be doulft-
ed. The difficulty, however, lies in dis-
criminating between over-production
and under development. Granting, for
instance, that British industry and
agriculture do not lend themselves to
any early further development,, in view
of the numbger of people who are at
this time in a state of continuous tn-
employment and deriving their mair
tenance from public doles, there can
be no difficulty in concluding that that
country is, at least temporarily, over-
populated. But the occasional acute,
seasonal unemployment in the Over-
seas Dominions cannot, by any stretch
of imagination, be ascribed to over-
population. It is essentially the pro-
duct of under-developmnet of their
latent agricultural and other resources.
The present over-population menacs
of Great Britain and most European
countries and the under-population
problem of the Overseas Dominions are
equally acute. In view of the mush-
room growth of the urban world, aid-
ed and abetted by public policy, the
rational distribution of the domicled
white - population is rapidly becoming
the central problem of modern states-
manship.

THE CITIZEN CONSUMER.

In considering the social value of the
citizen we cannot overlook his perform-
ance as a consumer of the commodities
produced within the state. This has
an important bearing on employment
and general prosperity. The greater
beneficiary in this respect is urban
labor and industry. According to the
latest annual figures Canadian indus-
try produced goods of a gross value of
2,781 million dollars. Of this she ex-
ported goods amounting to 448 mil-
lion dollars. The balance divided by
population, leaves the annual \.per
capita consumption of manufactured
articles of $248.80. For every ' dollars
worth of export, over five dollars worth
of such production was consumed at
home. This clearly demonstrates -the
enormous value of the home market

to Canadian labor and industry and,
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Thousands of indoor workers
are handicapped by digestive
troubles. Lack of exercise
and soft foods have weakened
their digestive organs. :
Tillson’s Natural Bran, in
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Tillsons
Natural
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Not cooked—Not treated
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The performance of Balkite’B”
. has yet to be equalled

The first Balkite “B” purchased by a radio set
owner nearly four years ago is still rendering
eatisfactory service. It will continue to do so
for years to come, for it has no tubes nor any-
thing to replace. Since that time over 75,000
Balkite “B"s, all based on the same principle as
the first, have been purchased, Of these, to our
knowledge, not one has ever worn out. This
record has yet to be equalled by any other “B”
device. Tobe as good as Balkite“B,”a“B"power
device cannot be an experiment. It must have
stood the test of time.

Balkite “B”is offered in three models to serve
any set: Balkite “B™-W for sets of 5 tubes or
less requiring 67 to 90 volts—$30. Balkite

"X for sets of 8 tubes or less including power
tubes, capacity 30 milliamperes at 135 volts—
$59.50. Balkite “B™-Y for any standard set, ca-
pacity 40 milliamperes at 150 volts—$96.

Ask your dealer.

Distributed by

BURNDEPT OF CANADA, LTD.

307 St. James St.

- Montreal, Canada
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incidentally, the vast significance to
be attached to a policy having for its
object the augmentation, within rea-
sonable limits, of Canada’s consuming
population. Every man, woman and
child added to our population is a po-
tential customer to the extent of
$248.30 of manufactured goods. Every
family placed on the land will sustain
from one to two families in town.
Urban labor and industry have every-
thing to gain from an intelligent colo-
nization and agricultural development
policy.

QUANTITY PRODUCTION.

But that is not the only, or indeed
the main consideration. Mass popu-
lation is the essential element in suc-
cessful, modern industry. It is the
goal towards which Canadian policy,
under both political parties, has been
consistently directed ever since con-
Following the war every
country under the sun, including even
Great Britain with certain limitations,
has adopted a protective system with
the sole aim of promoting within its
boundaries mass production in order
to ensure efficient manufacturing. The
economic principle of protection is
that competition at home will regulate
prices and ultimately reduce them to
the level of competing countries. But
such “obviously cannot come to pass
until the consuming population at
home is sufficiently great to permit of
quantity production with all its
economles.

Canadian agriculture will clearly
suffer by reason of inflamed commod-
ity prices, leading to a higher produc-
tion cost, until our general consuming
population reaches a point where our
industries can function more effectively
and will voluntarily—or, if need be, by
compulsion—reduce commodity prices,
resulting in a lower cost of farm opera-
tion and living all around. Until we
can bring about a spectacular increase|
of population, the present handicap
of high commodity and operating costs,
cannot be removed. This handicap is
the chief grievance of Canadian ‘agri-
culture, buying, as it does, in a pro-
tected market and selling its own ‘pro-
duce against the competition of white,
yellow ‘and black labor.

FARMER AND COLONIZATION.

The Canadian farmer, however, has
a more direct and immediate interest
in colonization. In fact, lasting agri-
cultural prosperity is not possible in
a new country without the steady,
progressive colonization and develop-
ment of the vacant spaces by, perma-
nent settlers. Land values today, east
and west; are at a very low ebb, and
many farmers have thus seen their
chief  asset shrink to such an extent
that substantial equities hiive in some
instances totally disappeared,' repre-
senting the loss of the fruits of years
of hard labor on the ‘part of every
member of the family. This condition
we may safely regard as one of the
chief causes of the present agricultural

Land represents his primcipal jbor-
rowing asset. Stable lana values lie
at the foundation of ruru1 credit in
practically all its forms. <Vhen land
vah.xes become demoralized the whole
agricultural credit structure 1s under-
mmefi. Credit of all sorts 1s curtailed
and interest rates advance. In fact, it
may be laid down as an economic
axiom, that a prosperous agriculture
and a contented rural population are
not within the possibuities with re-
ceding and unstable land values. The
demoralizing effect upuu ure farmer of
the ‘progressive shrinkage of his chief
capital asset is in itself bound to exer-
cise a most unfortunate inttuence upon
his ‘morale.

There is today a vast area of vacant
lands on the market in the prairie sec-
tion of Canada and improved farms
are offered for sale in other provinces
at bargain prices. The demand for
such properties slackened perceptibly
with the drying up of the stimulating
flow of immigration some years ago.
The farmer should be keenly interest-
ed in recreating a normal market for
rural - properties. A comparatively
limited demand for land would duick-
ly be reflected in strengthened values
all round and the moral effect would
be electrical.

But aside from all this, there would

be an enormous direct advantage to
Canadian agriculture in a largely aug-
mented population. The home market
now absorbs 837 million avnars’ worth
of agricultural products as against our
export market of 600 millions. The
annual per capita consumption of farm
products in Canada is tuus $87.50. The
Western farmer, producing almost en-
tirely for export, receives little benefit
from our present home consumption of
farm products, but with our popula-
tion doubled the domestic market
would loom up as a very important
factor in his sales. At present he is at
the mercy of overseas countries, which
are now striving with every nerve,
and with more or less success, to pro-
mote decreased agricultural imports.
At any moment he may be virtually
closed out by tariff walls, as happened
to his animal products 1n the United
States market. His wheat will always
be wanted, but his other products en-
ter these countries on sufferance only.
The development of a home market for
animal products is a safety- measure he
cannot afford to neglect. A bitter les-
son has already been administered to
him by our neighbors across the line.

COMPETITION ARGUMENT

OQur farmers, particularly those of
the West, are often apprehensive of
the effect of largely augmented agricul-
tural production on market prices. The
increasing population of Europe and
the development of trade in agricultur-
al products with the teeming millions
of oriental countries, coupled with the
rising home demands of many of the
present exporting countries, will amply
counterbalance any enhanced Canadian
production of basi¢ foodstuffs. So we
need not apparently concern ourselves
over much about the question of not
finding a ready market for any vol-
ume of Canadian staple agricultural
products we are apt to raise.

We might also reasonably conclude
that a farmer in Great Britain, Swe-
den or Rumania is apparently just
as much in competition with the Ca-
nadian farmer-in the export market,
whether he produces in his own coun-
try, in ours, or in any other. A healthy
inflow of new settlers has a decidedly
beneficial effect on the prices of work
horses and domestic breeding stock of
all classes. The absence of such an
outlet for a class of stock not always
in demand ~* the public markets, ow-
ing to age and condition, has seriously
depressed @ull live-stock values during
the past years of colonization stagna-
tion. There would also be obvious
social and educational advantages to
the domiciled farmer in denser rural
settlement. The Canadian farmer
should welcome settlers with open
arms for these reasons only.

A SETTLER’S TRAFFIC VALUE

Canadian railways are vitally inter-
ested in ascertaining the traffic value
of the settler., Some ycars ago able
statisticians obtained, us a vasis, the
percentage of their whole prairie freight
traffic derived from grain, livestock,
coal and in and outgoing passenger
revenue, and divided the number of
settlers into the figures given. The
exact percentages of each of the rail-
ways were worked out, based on the
total tonnage for the year between
the first of - September, 1915, and the
31st August, 1916. The total for the
prairie provinces for the classes of
revenue referred to was $163,516,318.
In 1916 there were 219,105 farmers in
these provinces and the division of one
total by the other places the settler’s
traffic’ value at $746.38. This amount,
capitalized at 51-2 per cent., gives a
return of $18,569.63, which would ap-
pear to be the capital value of each
farmer to our railways.

SOCIAL INVESTMENT.

Accepting Prof. Irving Fisher’s esti-
mate of average value to the state at
$3,000 for each productive citizen, we
may logically conclude that it would
apparently be sound business to expend
up to this amount upon the mainten-
ance, education and training of the
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native-born child until it reaches the
productive age, or, in order to com-
pensate for a falling birth rate or to
speed up settlement, upon propaganda
and other effort to transplant in Can-
ada an acceptable person of productive
age from another country. Records
show that since 1870 we have brought
somewhat over 41-2 million people to
Canada at a direct cost to the govern-
ment of 37 million dollars. Estimating
the expenditure of the railways, prov-

inces_ and other active agencies at an |-

additional 45 million dollars, the aggre-
gate cost would be 82 million dollars,
or an average cost per head of less than
$20, and from this we should properly
deduct 18 million dollars which has
been collected under the Chinese head
tax provision, the cost of administra-
tion of which is included in the gov-
ernment expenditure. This would bring
the direct public contribution down to
less than six dollars per immigrant!

Has Canada ever spent money more
advantagedusly? Is it conceivable that
any national investment could possibly
yield greater returns? It is safe to pre-
dict that the people of Canada, -with
all the facts before them, would insist
upon the annual, Federal expenditure
for immigration purposes being largely
increased and brought more nearly in
line with the urgent necessities of the
case.

SENSE OF HUMAN VALUES.

It is instructive to contemplate the
unfriendly attitude of European na-
tions towards the emigration of their
citizens, except to their own overseas
possessions. No matter how fierce the
economic pressure, how widespread un-
employment and distress, no progres-
sive nation deliberately promotes emi-
gration to evacuate obvious surplus
population. There is, on the contrary,
a keen apprecidtion of the potential
value to the state of the vital asset,
and “nations will go to almost any
lengths and incur the most fantastic
expenditure on relief, to preserve this
precious asset intact during periods of
economic stress, in the hope of the un-
employed population being ultimately
absorbed in gainful production. We,
in Canada, lack almost completely this
gense of human values. We sit idly by
while three hundred million dollars
worth of our productive citizens, the
flower of the nation, move across the
goundary each year. Even the prob-
lem of their replacement gives com-
paratively small concern. For a coun-
try with our fabulous, undeveloped re-
sources, it seems an amazingly unin-
telligent attitude of mind.

The colonization problem in Canada
is not in any sense a class problem.
Every citizen, irrespective of occupa-
tion, has a direct financial interest in
its effective solution. If every class of
the community would Intelligently
study the effect of an increased pro-
ducing population upon, its own for-
tunes, we would speedily create a fav-
orable mass opinion on this subject.

(The fourth article will appear in
next Wednesday’s issue.)

LUNATIC XILLS WIFE.

READING, Pa., Nov. 26—Michael
Twardowski escaped from an asylum
yesterday and murdered his wife whom
he blamed for giving testimony which
sent him to the institution. Their
two children witnessed the murder.

INVENTOR DEAD
OGDEN, Utah, Nov. 26.—John M.
Browning, world famous inventor of
fire arms, is dead in Belgium, a cable-
gram to relatives in Ogden announced
today.
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J.C.BOYER HEADS
ST. MARTINS CLUB

Begins Seventh Consecutive
Term as President of
Agricultural Society

ST. MARTINS, Nov. 24—Reports
submitted at the annual meeting on
Thursday night of St. Martins Agri-
cultural Society, No. 54, show the or-
ganization to be in splendid financial
condition. During the session it was
decided to affiliate with the New
Brunswick United Agricultural So-
cieties and the sum of $135 was voted
as payment on the hall.

A committee was appointed to look
into the matter of purchase of fertil-
izers. Addresses were delivered by the
president, First Vice-president A. F.
Bentley and Michael Kelly.

The following officers were elected
for the ensuing year: President, J. C.
Boyer, for the seventh consecutive
term; first vice-president, A. F. Bent-
ley; second vice-president, Benjamin
Black; secretary-treasurer, Fred L.
Howard, Captain Vaughan having de-
clined renomination; depository, Sam-
uel C. Osborne; directors, Clarence
Lowe, Stanley Armstrong, Walter Mil-
ler, David Vernor, Robert Shanklin,
Capt. A. S.<Vaughan, Robert Mosher,
George E. Mosher, Arthur H, Moran,
Hetbert Jackson, Ernest Daly, Wil-
ford Brown and Frnest Osborne; aud-
itor, Walter Miller.
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CROWN LIFE

Have you provided for your boy’s
or girl’s education? A Crown Life
Educational Policy will do it.

Maritime Branch Office: 32 Subway Block, Moncton.
R. C. MacDONALD, Manager

Famous Old Recipe
for Cough Syrup

Eesily bl::lhchuvly nn.du. ‘: bome,

Thousands of housewives have
found how to save two-thirds of /the
money usually spent for cough prep-
arations, by using this well-known old
recipe for making cough syrup. It is
simple and cheap but it has no equal
for results. It gives immediate relief,
usually stopping an ordinary cough
in 24 hours or less.

Get 214 ounces of Pinex from any
druggist, pour it into a _16-oz. bottle,
and add' plain granulated sugar syrup
to make 16 ounces.. If you prefer,
use clarified honey, instead of sugar
syrup. Either way, it tastes good,
keeps perfectly, and lasts a family a

e.
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. It’s truly astonishing how quickly
it acts, penetrating through every air
lmssage of the throat and lungs—
oosens and raises the phlegm, soothes
and heals the membranes, and
ally but surely the annoying throat
tickle and dreaded cough disappear en-
tirely. Nothing better for bronchitis,
hoarseness or bronchial asthma.

Pinex is a special and highly con-
centrated compound of enu%ne Nor-
way pine extract and palatable guaia-
col, known the world over for its heal-

effect .3nd|inembrnnes. .

0 avoi sappointment, ask your
druggist for 214 ounces of Pinex” zvith
directions. Guaranteed to give ,
absolute satisfaction or money
Bx:ompt& refunded. The

inex Co., Toronto, Ont.
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The Roof of Your Garage

Put a roof on your garage that will harmonize with
our home and fit into any surroundings—a Brantford
ioof of Asphalt Slate.

Fire resistant, lasting and economical,
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Braniford _ROO# )4 ﬁnﬂCOLimihd‘ Brantford, Ontario
Sales Warehouse, Care of
The Carritte Company, Limited

89 Water Street, 23 Bedford Row,
Saint John, N.B. Halifax, N.S.
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save you money.

Red and

Parlor Lamps,

ALE!

GOING OUT OF
FURNITURE BUSINESS

Starting this evening at 6 o’clock we will commence reducing our large stock of House-
hold Furniture, which consists of Parlor, Bed-room, Living-room and Kitchen Furniture,
also Christmas Goods of all kinds at cost prices.

This will be your opportunity to buy any article you may require at a price that will

REMEMBER!

White.

This sale of Furniture beginning this Evening at 6 o'clock will last until Christmas.

White Enamel Kitchen Tables. Regular price $12.00. Now $8.75.
7-Piece Oak Living-Room Suite. Regular price $42.75. Now $29.50.
Walnut Steel Beds, all sizes, at Cost.
Mattresses all sizes and qualities going at Cost.
All sizes and qualities of Bed Springs at Cost.
Sliding Couches at Cost.
- . A large assortment of Reed and Windsor Chairs at Cost.

Spinet Desks, Pedestals, Flower Stands and Baskets, Sewing Cabinets,
Mirrors, Medicine Cabinets, Doll Carriages, Baby Car-
riages, Smokers, Cedar Chests, Baby's High Chairs, Cribs, Children’s

Hardwood Rockers also Sea Grass Rockers and Kindergarten Sets in

And many other articles too numerous to mention will all be sold at cost. Call early and
select what you want. Cash deposit will reserve any article for Xmas delivery.

The C. H. Townshend Piano Co., Ltd.

4 KING STREET




