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A Consolidated Sjcllool for York
Township.

The township of York, or rather its
ratepayess, are much worried over
school problems: demands in the sub-
urban school sections for enormous
schools ‘and  consequent school rate
in some paris of over forty mills on
the dollar; other sections with a Jow
rate and the old one-room scaool
house; in others an agitation for a
consolidated school for four o> more
single-room school houses; in other
places .for annexation to the city'
because of school problems; still
others who are claiming that the
township ought to have one consoli-
dated school board for all the sec-
tions, with the trustees elected by
wards, and the various schools run
like the schools of a city.

A proposal for ‘a consolidated
Bchodl (not a consolidated board) is
now before the ratepayers of four
eingle-room schools on the east side
of the township, to be located in theg
centre of the area—at Oriole, two
end a half miles east of Yonge street,
end five miles north of Danforthy;
avenue, Some of the farmers, and it
is purely a farming district, are fon
it, others against it. They may vote
on it within the next fortnight.
There will be one large school with
four or more rooms and a commun-
ity hall alongside; also the children
will be taken to and from the con-
®olidated school by three motor
buses,

The ratepayers of the city and
country will watch with interest the
effort of York to s0lve a problem|
that at bottom s of as much local
interest to them as was the election
of trustees, and the building of,
8chools is to the people of Torontos
Expense and eficiency in schools are
real problems,

Toronto’s Social Service Work.

There may be a meed of reorganiza-
tion of the social service commission,
but to abolish the commission and
turn over the administration of the
‘charity work of the city to Dr. Hast-
inge does not seem to be the best
solution.” There is no question of the
doctor's etricieqcy, but'hie mind runs
too much to expensive organizations,
and new frills to suit the present state
of old man Toronto's finances. All
the heads of departments are demand-
ing more money to spend, while busi-
ness elsewhere is taking in sail, City
hall officialdom seems to be the last
to realize that there ig a rebellious
feeling abroad against the rising tax
rate.

Taxation and’ Assessments.

The royal commission on university
Bnancing brings to the front again the
question of municipal assessments.
One of the recommendations of the
é'bmmlssion is that if increased re-
venue for education be Tequired in
future the provincial government is
recom;nended to consider the advisa-
bility of levying a direct tax of one
mill on the dollar on the munic!@ailg
asgessed value of the rateable pro-
perty of the province, excluding in-
come,

The World, during the period when
the provincial war tax of ones mill on
the dollar was imposed upon the mu-
nicipalities, raised the question of the
unequal - assessments whica are in
effect. It pointed out that as between
the city of Toronto and the township
of York, for instance, there was a
great disparity, suburban properties
Just outside the boundaries of the city
of Toronto being assessed at half, or
even less than that, of tiie amounts
in the city itself. It is a recognized
fact that otheér provincial cities
than Toronto and municipalities other
thHan townships, there is a very wide
range of values for assessment pur-
Pposes, altho the act, if carried out ac-
cording to {ts intentions, would pre-
went this disparity.

At the time The World drew atten-
#don to this it suggested that if
there is any intention on the part of
the provice to
municipal asse nents any our-
pose, at least there should bg an
official with power to supervise the
@ssessments of any and all ‘munici-
palities, so that any inequality would
be adjusted. It is ce-tain that under
the present assessment the city of
Toronto would contribute a much
larger amount than its share, as it |

in

was

{
continue a tax on|

for

€urther general levies for provinecial
purposes. The city of Toronto in its
own interest ahould keep a careful
Bye on any provincial measures which
&re looking towards ‘the end of im-

What's the use of dreaming dreams that never can come true?

of supplanting the -old par value
stocks with those of no par value.
The innovation was one of American
origin, but it has been found so suc-
cessful as a seductive jinfluence in
incorporations that it is being more
freely used in Canada. Its first ap-
plication was in the paper companies,
new or reorganized, but the latest
method of operation is to introduce
it into loan companies, and The
Monetary Timés refers to an Amer-
ican organization which bas begun
the promotion of a company in
which the no par value shares are to
figure. These shares are ‘to be used
as a bonus and an inducement to
irwestors to put their momney into the
preferred stock. There is, of course,
no immediate .basis for the value of
no par value %hares, and they are so
much water, but the promoting com-
pany is using them to get its rake-
off out of the promotion by disposing
of them at a sum which will pay
them well for engineering the com-
pany. :

In that the old standand of cap-
italization as par value stock pro-
vided some kind of guarantee that
there was a certain asset behind tae
shares, it has become an aocepted
fact with people who are not famil-
lar with stook operations that every
company’s shares have such a basis,
and there ‘is therefore a «certain
amount of subterfuge able to be used
in this modern method of financing.
If investors are to be protected, the
governments, Dominion and provin-
cial, are justified in looking into this
Yankee scheme by which money is
being raised from innocents,

Remarked in Passing.

Turkey 1s to get a slice of Greece.
Finds stewing in her own Juice a little
dull, as it were.

* & s

An American judge has decided that
anyone may steal liquor without fear of
arrest, as it has now no legal status,
Here's where most Americans begin to

vut steel doors on their cellars,
. s @

Before it is really decided to take the
vinduct case into the courts, let it be re-
membered that vsually it’'s a long, long
trail, that leads to a privy council de-
cislon.

L ] s @

Whils the world is delighted with Ca-
Tuso’s recovery, it really must wonder if
the story that he is to sing better than
ever is not largely due to a sudden and
pardonable rush of joy to the head of his
Press agent,

L] . *

We know it would come, and it has.
There's a suggestion being made in the
States that England turn Canada over to
the United States, and thus wipe out her
war debt to tne latter country, Almost
every American reference to Canada is
good for a laugh these days.

¢ » @

If some of those compliments passing
between Gauthier of Ste, Hyacinthe and
his erstwhile friends are not used in an
entirely Pickwickian sense, it

day be the scene of a sanguinary battle.
s s

The Motor League's plea for the
spanking of young wmotor thieves is an
indication of widespread sympathy with
The World's ilea that beginners in the
Way of crime could better be turned to
ways of hones}, citizenship by thrashings,

rather than ¥ long jail sentences.
L] L ] Bl

There are three new candidates for the
board of control already in the fiela for
1922, and consequently there was con-
siderable buzzing around the spotlight at
Monday’s council weeting. The B's have
it.

A ¢ & 8

The aldermen and school trustees
now claming for salaries are not :the
first to attempt to turn a hobby to
financial account,

IS URGED TO RATIFY
LABOR CONVENTION
Delhi, Indla;, Feb, 22.—Resolutions

urging the viceroy of India to ratify
the labor Coavention adopted at the

Posing a general tax.

No Par Value Shares. :
Attention hagbeendmwnanuv-i

eral occasions %o the novel method

labor conference held In Washington

almost |
looks as tho Parliament Hilj would some |

Rhyming Views
On Qgily News

B8y GEORGE H. DIXON.

Oh, listen! end we will the latest news
spill on a subject received with a smirk
about the bold bandits who phlunder and
kill; ’tls the tale pf the terrible Turk.
The Terrible Turk who's so bold and so
bad, has issued defiance, we hear, to the
allies who've tried to reform the rough
lad by making him sit on his ear. ‘“The
Ottomen race we are going to defend,”
quoth old Mr. Be-Kir Sami Bey, ‘‘and
we'll carry the cross to the last bitter
end, if we lose every Turk in the fray.
We mean to survive as a nation intact
or fight out a scrap to the death,’” and
here Sami paused to let sink in that fact
and also to draw in his breath. 'The
Turk is a terror, we always have heard,
a dare devil, brave, fighting gink, and
one whom its safe to rely on his word—
Oh, yes, that's the truth—we don’t think.
The allies, of course, will be quaking
with fear because of what Sami has
said, because the Tough Turk is a fighter
we hear—if his enemy’s helpless or dead.
HQw the allies must tremble and shake
in their shoes, for fear that with Turkey
they’ll scrap, but we hardly think a
night's sleep they will lose; they’ll' say
“‘Quit cracking jokes, you poor yap.”

iy
&

Eastern .Municipaﬁties to
Press Highway Construction

Brockville, Ont., Feb. 22.—A delega-
tion composed of representatives of
municipalities between Brockville and
Arnprior. left here today with the

purpose of waiting upon Hon. F. ¢
Biggs, minister of public works, at
Toronto, tomorrow morning, to press

the construction of a provincial high-'

way connecting th» Ottawa and St.
Lawrence Rivers by way of Carleton
Place and Smith’s Falls, with termini
at Arnprior and Brockyville.

| MONTENEGRINS DECLARE

HOLY WAR ON SERBIANS

London, Feb. 22.—A wireless mes-
sage from Berlin today says that, ac-

.cording to Swiss reports, the Monte-
negrins have declared a holy war |-

against the Serbians. Two
regiments have occupied
Montenegro, and the situation
the' message says,

Serbian
Cettinje,
is grave,

HARDING HAS MADE
CHOICE OF CABINET

Dark Horse Is Chosen as Sec-
retary of the United
States Navy.

St. Augustine, Fla., Feb. 22.—President-

elect Harding completed his cabinet
slate today by a virtual selection of Ed-
win Denby of Detroit, Mich., as secre-
tary of the navy. .
« The choice was the first big surprise
among the cabinet selections, Mr. Den-
by's name having never appeared in
newspaper speculation about the navy
post. He is an mttorney and a former
member of congress, and has served as
an enlisted man in war time in both the
navy and marine corps.

The new cabinet will be:

Secretary of state—Charles:
Hughes, New York.

' Secretary of the treasury—Andrew
Méllon of Pennsylvania.

Secretary of war—John W. Weeks of
Massachusetts.

Attorney-general—Harry M. Dougherty
of Ohio.

Postmaster-general—will H. Hays of

Indiana,

Secretary of the navy—Edwin Denby
of Michsic¢en.

Secretary of the interior—A. B. ¥Fall of
New Mexico.

Secretary of agriculture—Henry Wal.
lace of Towa. :

Secretary of commerce—Herbert Hoover
of California.

Secretary of.labor—James J. Davis of
Pennsylvania.

Evans

"TEHERAN IS ENTERED

BY PERSIAN COSSACKS

Paris,” Feb, 22.—A despatch from
Teheran, Persia, to The Temps today
says 2,000 Persian Cossacks, command-
ed by General Reza Khan, coming
from Kasvio, Teheran, the capital, the
night of February 20-21 without meet-
ing oppositioa. They captured the pub-
lic buildings and administrative offices,
removing the cabinet of Sephadar-
Azam from power.

Reza Xhan issued a proclamation
guaranteeing the security of foreign-
ers. He is conferring with the shah
for the purpose of forming a new

$1.50-$1.90
NOVEL

H

FREE |
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Continued From Ynﬁrday‘s World.
CHAPTER VIII,

4 Suspicions.

EING tied to the cabin, and at
first to his bed and chair, would
have sadly ir..u John Longfoot had it
not been for Gypsy herself. Bobolink
had brought John's canoe’ up from the
junction -as soon as the river was cleared
of the drive, and in this Gypsy went back
and forth each day in crossing the river
to John's cabin. She declared he need-
ed at first the daily ministrations of a
professional nurse, and she had taken
lessons in ‘first aid” at the Deer Lick

1, g

Scdk;ﬁorm these days of John's affliction
she held a secret {rom him that seemed
scarcely worth the keeping; yet the gir)
felt that she could not discuss it with

id friend. ) : :

ne”rr'h?s was the knowledge of the presence
in Tall Timber of Harvey Stafford. She
never mentioned the city wman to John
Longfoot. The latter heard of Stafford’s
coming from oveéve McGraw, And Steve
knew nothing of the visitor's frequent
visits to Paradise Knoll. ¥an

He suspected that no idle curiosity oy
brought the presiuent of the ‘A. C, Tt:hs
to Tall Timber. Perhaps e battle t
he had foreseen would be on much soon;
er than he had expected, He did no
intend, however, to ve forced into action
by the “enemy,” for so he thought of
Stafford, and so hav: his piens for

s weliare set at naught.

Gﬁy could not ind words to tell her how
grateful ‘he 'was for her ministrations,
and especially for her couragéous canoe
trip to the junction for Dr. Hewitt when
he was hurt. Studying one day on how
to show her this appreclation of her
kindness, he got Bobolink to hand him
down the latest catalog of a Chidhgo,
jewelry house, and from it he selected 3
piece of jewelry that he believed vwouti‘

pleaseé Gypsy, who had so few ornaments.

MocGraw sent the money order for him
and brought the tiny box up from Tall
Timber junction when it arrived by re-
gistered anail. Magerly Longfoot opened
the ckage.

In%;!oot snapped back the hinged cov-
er of vhe box and displayed on its velvet
lining tne heart-shaped locket and gold
chain. In the face of the locket blazed
a perfect d:‘:;,uezgn’éih of xznlc;xlerlt ::pmr

There awaiti e n
UOnl.)e, Longtfoot trembled desire to
lock the chain about Gypsy's neck. Hg
wished to see her eyes flash and fill with
delight, her sweet lips smile, her whole
countenance light up with the emo€ion
the giit would arouse in her.

But Gypsy did not come. Of course,
he was getting around now without even
a cane.. rus mangled leg had healed well,
and he meray walked a hit stiffly as a
reminder of the accident.

But why Gypsy ignored him for so long
a time began to trouble the timberman.
Perhaps she was expecting him to show
his recovered strength by coming over
to Paradise knoll. It was not a long
walk, for he could drive the canoe against
the current now to a point opposite the
Patterson lodge, and from there mount
the slope thru the maple grove.

Bobolink began to puszle him, too,
about this time. The Indian lad had
trailed him for years, willing slave had
John Longfoot allowed it. 8ince the tim-
berman had saved him at the time of the
log drive and been injured himself, -
limk could not do enough for his thero,

He was very jealous for John Long-
foot. Shrewdly seeing what lay in John’s
mind regarding Gypsy Patterson, he
watched the girl closely. He was not
Jealous of her, but for his friend, the tal
timberman, he considered no “‘squaw’’
good e $

‘l wonder what’s got into Gypsy that
she hasn't been over here for nigh a
week,” Longfoot remarked to the Indian
lad one day,

‘‘She busy,” muttered Bobolink. ‘“Too
busy to come to my friend Longfoot,
him camp,”

“What's she busy about?” snapped the
timberman. 5 .

‘She giot more friend same you,” Bobo-
link said. ‘“She ain’t give of her time
you no more. Other mans.”

“What do you mean—‘other mans’ ?"
asked the puzzled Longfoot, not much
troubled by the boy’s words. He knew
Bobolink’s jealousy. -

‘“Her city slicker,” declared Bobolink,
‘“Heap big chief—much money. My friend
Léngfoot look sharp, mebbe so white
squaw no come here no more.”

“Darn you, Bobolink! I belleve you
have picked up some gossip that won't
do you a bit of good—or me, either,
You are speaking of that Stafford. I bet.
Has he been up to Paradise?”

He described the president of the A.
C. T. C. swiftly, using more of the In-
dian sign language than words.

“Him ther,” Bobolink acknowiledged,
Then he told Longfoot how many times
he had seen and watched H. Harvey
Stafford at Paradise, ‘“He ride hoss.
Catch him easy.”

“I don’t want him caught,” the timber-
man said.

But he was puzzled. He smoked more
thdn one pipe over it. Harvey Stafford
a frequent visitor to the Patterson lodge?
John Longfoot made up his mind that
president of the A T.C. was making
friends with Gypsy for no good purpose,
He decided at length to see Gypsy. He
left his cabin in the gully and paddled
up stream in his canoce.

He beached his canoe in a quiet nook
below Paradige Knoll and climbed up the
steep bank. He could just see the face
of the Patterson house thru the trees
—a smudge of brown against a back-
ground of varied greens.

He took up his journey thereto with
rather a limping stride. 'His heart glow-
ed in his bogom at thought of meeting
Gypsy again. The girl swayed such =
power over this sturdy woodsman that
he actually trembled as he approached
her abode,

Longfoot took out the Jeweler’s box and
snapped up the cover to look at the
dainty gold heart and its sparkling stone:
He greatly desired that Gypsy might
understand the significance of the gift.
‘“The diamond-set heart represented his
own heart—if Gypsy would but accept
John Longfoot was a ehy man;
deed, in some matters he was almost
.~ The ginl must understand
without his telling her in words the
longing that possessed him—that had
possessed him, indeed, these many years.
He had watched Gypsy grow up from
toddlying babyhood into the winsome,
compelling . creature she now was. He
had never thought of any other &if in
all, his life.

Nobody knew eave John Longfoot him-
&eld how many times he had journeved
to Deer Lick while Gypsy was at school
there, just to get a glimpse of her. And
in these days he did not always have the
railroad

gEroup of ginls upon the campus, and

and walked back to Lonergan's
camp, where he was working, all within
three days.

Then Gypsy Patterson had seemed as
far above John Lomgfoot as the stars,
But of late the successful timberman had
begun to -

He ilifted the piece of jewelry from
the box and allowed fhe glittering chain
to sift thru his fingers, The sparkling
stone threw out its parti-colored lights,
flashing into his eyes, where
beame quite ag clear were reflected.

While thues engaged in contempiation
of the gift that he believed would delight
the childlike Aside of Gypsy Patterson’s
nature, Longfbot came ‘to the grassy yard
surrounding the Patterson house, |

he would not be seen from the "
be came quite unobserved upon =

He did not eacircle it by way of the
| | kitchen, but went the other way ‘so that
windows

scene that shocked him instantly mo-
tfonless. i 5

A saddle horsé - was fastened at the
gate of the enclosure. Just within the
gate Gypsy stood with the man who
John Longfoot had good reason to assume
was both her enemy and his own. He
could not mistake Harvey Stafford,

That Si Patterson’s ward, who had
every reason to mistrust the corporation
official, should have become so friendly
with him amazed Longfoot. Stafford held
Gypsy's hand, and' she did not try to
withdraw it. He her shoulder
gently as he talked, smiling down -upon
her with an expression in his counten-
ance that aett t:henblo‘:;l pumping madly
thru Longfoot’s arteries. i

The discovery of this friendliness be-
tween Gypsy and tSafford—thelr more
than friepdliness it seemed—was like a
physical blow to Longfoot. He stagger-
ed where he stood at the corner of the
house and leaned for support against it.

Nelther the man nor Gypsy saw the
spectator. © They were too much en-
gaged with each other at the moment
Gwmto T o aa ahe n.i:tf d to her

was ng as she ene

companign's earnest words. Her face
uplifted to 'Stafford as he bent abave
her, her nearness to him, the whole at-
titude of the pair, revealed, John Long-
foot thought, an understanding between
the twain that could be transiated in but
one way, ;

‘The locket and chain slipped thru his
brown fingers and fell to the ground. He
did not heed the jewel, but as he step-
ped back from the scene his heel ground
the gift Into the mould. Unconsciously
he snapped shut the empty box : and

it into the pocket of hig mAcK::

It was not until some time afterwand
that he discovered the jeweler's box was
empty; but at that, John Longfoot threw
it away. s

-

CHAPTER IX.
* Two Mysteries,

HAD John Longfoot been near emnough
to Gypsy and Harvey Stafford at
the moment he observed their intimate
meeting on Paradise Enoll to have over-

heard their speech, the attitude of the
two and the gignificance of their friend-
liness would not have much impressed
even a -jealous lover, And John Long-
foot was not that.

For what Gypsy was saying at ‘hat
very moment of his observation of them
was? |
*Oh, Mr. Stafford, I love to ride. Bwun
I have not had a riding horse since I
went to Deer Lick School, Unocle 8i
never seemed to have money for one of
late.” &

“If I might suggest something, Miss

?", the man thad said quickly

“Yes?

““The man I bought this beast of has a
beautiful brown mare that would suit
you to a T-—whatever that standard ot
excellence may be,’”” and' he laughed.

“But the uncles-all can put their hands
on so little money for me just now."

‘“Oh, that will be all right,”” he hastily
interposed, patting her shoulder as tho
she were a ‘child. < “You are going to
have plenty of money for such
when your affairs are settled. I
be glad to get the mare for you)'”

“I could not let you do that.”

“On a bill,” he completed, smiling.
‘“The man will let you have the pony
and wait for his momey—for a year if
need be.”

‘‘Oh, Mr. Stafford! Truly?”

“I am telling you, am I not?” he sald,
as much amused. “You have but
a faint conception of business,”

‘“I—I—ig that really business?’’

“Taking a basket of eggs to the jume-
tion and exchanging them for calico or
candles is merely bartering,’” he ilaugh-
ed. ‘‘Business 1 3r—
plicated arrangement of exchanges and
credits in which real cash is scarcely
more in evidence than in your bit of
bartering.”

And of such was the warp and woof
of the conversation that John Liongfoot
had observed but had mot overheard,

gave the president of the A.CIT.C.
her hand. They had thus ratified . the
agreement that she should have the
brown pony. s

She owned presentabie riding boots and
an old saddle; but when Harvey Stafford
came riding up the knoll with the brown
pony at the end of the lead-rein, the
animal was already saddied with a muoch
finer saddle than Gypsy had ever owned,

“Bill said the saddle went with her,”’
the man declared boldly. ‘“And here §s
a crop that I would like to have you ac-
cept as my own gift, Miss Gypsy.”

“Mr, Stafford! You are doing too
much!” cried the girl, hesitating for a
moment before accepting the whip.

She felt somehow that this ‘could not
be all right. And yet; he did it so nice-
ly—was so respectful, so pleasant, so
companionable—that she could scarcely
refuse his comradeship without rude-
ness,

For his part, Harvey Stafford amazed
himself. ‘He had allowed a feeling to
expand in his breast regarding Gypsy
Patterson that he had never dreamed,
when he hed arrived at Tall Timber,
would develop.

“The prettiest girl in all the world!’”’
he =aid over and over again to hiraself.
“Jove! A man might well consider him-
self fortunate if he could possess such
a girl. She would be worth—well—any
sacrifice.”

For he utterly put away thought of
his education angd what a more artificial
community would call his ‘“‘social ad-
yantages.”” The fact that Gypsy had

ttle knowledge of life as he knew it,
and no experience whatsoever made
slight impression now on Stafford’s mind.

When the two began to ride together
almost daily their intercourse hecame
€ven more precious to Harvey Stafford.

is another matter—a com- I'v

“have said about it—when he

On Gypsy’'s part, she found Staff
attentions thel most wonderfut experi
she had ever had. To be courted by a
wezlthy and clever man, an educatedq
and handsome cavalier, went to G;
Patterson’s head like the fumes of ols
wine. But she &id mnot utterly forgeg
all other intorests in life,

As John Longfoot did not appear
Paradise after a few days, Gypsy
forth early one morning to go to his
cabin, for she had really expected him,
She followed the bank of Brindle River,
its ‘waters now but a murmuring brown
stream, and came to the place oDposite
the gash in which John's cabin g
and where the canoe had been left for
her use wg:’ile ;‘l;o t‘.ll‘zjnberma%h WAS ree
covering m s ury. @ cang
was on the opposite bank, .

Before she cupped her hands to “hoo.
hoo” for-her friend, she spied Bobolink'g
bark lodge below the gash. The Indian,
lad was at work smoking the day-be.
fore’'s catch of fish. She was some time
in attracting his attention—at least, in
making him admit that he saw her. He
put John’s canoe into the water and
paddled sullenly across, the bow of the

high out of the stream, Indian

. P
“Is John ill?" demanded the gin in
a worried tone. ¥ X

Bobolink shook his head, evidently ig
an uncommunicative mood,

“Is he at the cabin?’

Another shake of the head.

‘Where is he?” i

Bobolink ruminated. He could BCArcem
ly inteligibly and honestly reply to that
question without resorting to speech, 8o
he returned, gutturally.

“He gone away.”

‘““Where has he gone?”’

“'Way off.” Bobouink’s gesture ing
cluded most of the hemisphere.

“Tell me where he has gone tol” oomy
manded - the girl.

“Don’t know.' Mebbeso gone all Sume
mer.”

“Never!” cried' Gypsy. She saw the
ICk. eyes of the boy tinkle wick
and knew he desired to puzzle her,

‘““When did he go?” she asked.
“T';‘O mm.l’
“Day before yesterday?” :
He nocdded. 2

That Longfoot had gone away without"
her, puzzléd Gypsy. T had
always been such good friends that John
usually discussed his personal affairs
wilt&h herm!lmd :;l'leth frankness.

Meanwhile rode with Stafford
Wwhenever she could. He was so' often at
Paradise for one meal or another that
Aunt Tabby got into the habit of set-
;l\‘ng b; tﬂi:g. plate ‘fi th-e! table. Aunt

q approve: o .,
Stafford. : i

On this particular day,
and Stafford set forth
&ound on 'a longer jaunt than usual, al.:
tho they went by the way of the old
timbermen’s clearing Gypsy had no op-
portunity to ask the latter about John
Longfoot and his mysterious® journey.

She and Stafford were ridi to t
mountain, far below the Junx::gt.lon, ]Eu;
ttll:ley n‘;&regxb waved recognition to the

ree 'Ws as they cantered t.
Tall Timber people, too, were by
now to seeing the twain ride thru the
town, and their appearance was scarcely
commented upon on this occasion. ;

YPSy was merry, gay and comradely:
but she almost always was, and with
everybody. en she pulled in the
brown mare to speak a moment to Steve
McGraw after they left the Junction
behind- them on this afternoon, she
smiled down at the big woodsman quite
as charmingly as she had smiled at
Harvey Stafford. But there was no
coquetry in her smile,

“Howdy, Miss Gypsy. Howdy, sir,”
was MoGraw’s greeting, ‘“Have they
moved the Junction much farther south?

been tramping it clear from Blaines-
and it does seem as tho samebody

ve .

burg,

must have pushed the Junction a fur
ways off.”

t was statlonary when we left,
Steve,” laughed Gypsy.

'The woodsman wes looking up at her .
curiously. He asked:

“I don't suppose you wear it common,
do you, Miss Gypsy? But I expected
to see it sparklin’ there at Your throat.”:

o that?’ ghe asked wonder-
ingly, and putting one gloved hand to
the opening of her blouse. “What do

you mean—sparkling?”
I mean.”

when the gin
from Paradise

‘“Your locket,
“My locket?”

“That there jewelry I sent to Chicago
for when the boss was labd up. You
know—sort of a birthday gift'it was for
you.” When he saw the 1;;uzzled expres-
slon dawn in her face his own went
blank. “By the great king spruce!” he
muttered. “Now I have put my foot in
it, by gosh?”

“Tell me what you mean, Steve,”

manded Gypsy. “Why should you buy
jewelry for me?” .

“It was for the boss I bought it,” Big
Steve said stammeringly. “Now, you
see, he couldn’t get to the express office.
I—I—guess I have got my foot in it, no
two ways about it. Both' feet, by gosh!"*

‘“You bought something fop John Longe
foot to give to me?” said Gypsy clearly.”

“Yes, ma'am. A locket, But for the
love of Moses, don’t tell him I give
away,” ' sputtered the woodsman.
never do open my mouth without puttin®
my foot in it,” he added contritely,

“I haven't seen John for several days,
Steve,” said Gypsy, gently. ‘More than
a week, in fact. But I will say nothing
to him about the locket—or what you
does come
to see me.’ .

She touched her pony with the whip
and rode on with Stafford. The latter
had heard ell, and for once he was
unable to mask his real feelings. But
Gypsy did not note his black look, altho
she understood after a bit that his mood
had changed.

Continugd Tomorrow Morning.
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