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The eligible modern mansion Julians had, of course,

soon to be deserted for the much less dignified and com-

modious Julians farm. Next came settlement beneath

a smaller and meaner roof. Even Here Mrs. Trollope

contrived almost miraculously to transform her environ-

ment, and convert what threatened to become a ruin

into an habitable if not a comfortable shelter. It was

only after her departure on missions of domestic duty

that Anthony Trollope and his father realised the full

misery growing out of the removal from Bloomsbury to

Harrow Weald. Weak lungs had been inherited by most

of the children from their father, whose health now, under

the quickly successive trials, had permanently given way.

Further gold invested in the agricultural experiment would,

it had now become clear, only pave and hasten the

approach to the Bankruptcy Court.

" If he looks at a card, if be raUles a box.

Away fly the guineas from this Mr. Fox."

The sentiment of the familiar couplet was exactly

applicable to Thomas Anthony Trollope. Except in the

possession of the most capable and unselfish wife in the

world, and of children all intellectually above the average,

and in two instances destined to achieve fame as well

as fortune, fate and luck had an und^nng grudge against

him. Part of his little house property had become
commercially useless because the title-deeds were lost.

At the same time something went wrong with money
which, at her marriage, had been settled on Mrs. Trollope.

Mrs. Amelia Jenks Bloomer and Bloomerism did not

become household words till 1849. Almost fifty years

Mrs. Bloomer's senior, Robert Owen had acquired in

the State of Indiana twenty thousand acres of land for

establishing a communistic colony near the Wabash River,

known as New Harmony. Miss Frances Wright con-
stituted herself in England at once the missionary of

Owen's socialistic gospel and, by her habit, the anticipa-

tory pioneer of the Bloomer dress. In the Bloomer
costume, afterwards a standing subject of pictorial jokes


