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bad itudied much, and long, and hard. They had searched wikk

care, the meaning of the Old Testament for the marks of their

great Messiah, the Hope of Israel, the Saviour of the chosen peo-

ple. They had spoken of Him who was thus to come. They had

boasted uf His corning. They had waited foe Him with great ea-

gerness und much irapaiienGe. One of earth's mighty ones would

He be } a man of prowess in war ; of wisdom in the court ;
a lead-

er of the Hosts of Israel ; a gatherer of the people ; a subduer of

every foe ; a breaker of ev^ry yok» ; an exprller of rvery oppressor.

And, in place of such an one, thwre came this Jesu£, this mild and

meek man, preaching peace, teachine humility, teaching mercy,

teaching forgiveness of injuries. No ruler of embattled hosts was

He ; no companion, was Ho, of the rich and the princess uf the

people ; no outward preparation did He make tor the iubjugalion

of the oppressor. And they were tffended in Him.

If He had been a mere common man,who had claimed to be this

Deliverer,lhey would have left Him alone to go where He would.

Bnt they felt He was no ioramon man. His words were mighty

and wonderful words. There was in His face, and tone and man-

ner, in His words and a^.ts and conduct, something influential, sa-

vouring of effect and power and resolution, which men must either

hold to or oppose—somcsthing in Him which men must be either

attracted to in admiration and aff -tion, or be repelled fiora, in

disgust and hate.

He came with might and po'ver and influence, came indeed as

the Messiah, and vet He was so humble, so mean, a friend of pub-

licans itnd sinnttr8,ki8 chosen fnendi, not the learned and just men

of the nation, but beggars and fishermen, His followera, not large

armiesot stalwart soldiers, but crowds of the poor, the maimed,

the blind and even the lepers. And so He offended their pride

deeply. They could not brook a Saviour like Him. They could

not brook teaching such as Hi*. They could not endure virtues

such us He practised . And He t^ld ihemselves that their teachiug

was vvrong,and ihattheir usSs were worse.Should they not be oftend

•d in Him ? Did ihey not well to be offended 1 And He taught

them humility, and reproved iheni for being proud, and again taught

them humility. Did they not well to be angry ;
and to say of Him

"this fellow, we know not whence He is?" OHendcd pride, wound

ed pride! This stirred their hostility , this roused their passion,

this nurtured their hate, this inflamed thair wrath, this goaded them

en to all these acts of cruelty, and this fierce savagery which they

exhibited towf^rds Him. Yes, my friends, offended pride. That

is the %lrong passion. And what passion la like unto ii. Offended

pride, offended dignity \ I cannot stop to describe all its workings

to you ; I presume you know it. I may theretore take tor granted

that you know what it is, what it can do ;
what wrath it can stir

up, what cruelty , what dire revenge.

And see here what their cfleuded pride caused them to do. And

oa tho yih:r li«nl fc«i what Iht humility ut Chri»t g*Ytt Huii t»
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