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{From the London Standard, Octoha- 17th, 1876)

The Earl of Dufferin is a very able man and an elo(iuent speakerwlio in Ills important office as Governor-General of Canada, hasmore than (mce done good service to the Empire. If his recent
visit to the Province of British Colnmbia has been less sncrcessfulthan .some of his former expeditions to distant parts of the Dominion,
t must be admitted that the task Avhich Lord Dufferin had under-

neoTlATr-r fA'T''^\''y
^^iffi«"lty. lie had to appear before thepeople of i3ritish Columbia as the representative not only of the Im-
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^«»^i«ion Government, and in attempting to sus-

tain the double character of an agent of the Crown and the head ofan independent constitutional system -functions never easily recon-
ciled, but rarely so irreconcilable as at the moment of his visit it i«no wonder that even so adroit and experienced a diplomatist should
havefailed. In spite of the flatteries so judiciously administered tothe self-love of the Province~a form of attention to which vounffcommunities are particularly susceptible-the Governor-General does
not appear to have accomplished that which we may presume to havebeen the object of his mission"-naraely, to obtain the consent of the
British Columbians to the latest of Mr. Mackenzie's many proposals
to evade the Canadian bargain with British Columbia. In vain did

: X^^^^l^ ^^ all his powers of pleasing; in vain did he compli-ment the colony on its great resources and its amazing loyalty—-upon
the Idyllic beauty of its scenery, upon its admirable water ^-ays and


