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nature is susceptible ; and developing a power and a la-
bor of reason, which commanded the admiration of the
civilized, as justly as the confidence and pride of the
savage." There was one subject, far better calculated
than all others, to call forth his intellectual energies
and exhibit the peculiar fascination of his oratory'
"When he spoke to his brethren on the glorious theme
tlmt animated all his actions, his fine countenance light-
ed up, his firm and erect frame swelled with deep emo-
tion, which his own stern dignity could scarcely re-
press

; every feature and gesture had its meaning, and
language flowed tumultuously and swiftly, from the
fountains of his soul."

AnoUier writer. Judge Hall, long resident in the west,
and devoted to the study of aboriginal history, has thus
summed up the character of this chief:
"At this period the celebrated Tecumseh appeared

upon the scene. He was called the Napoleon of the
west

; and so far as that title was deserved by splen-
did genius, unwavering courage, untiring perseverance,
boldness of conception and promptitude of action, it was
fairly bestowed upon this accomplished savage. He
rose from obscurity to the command of a tribe to which
he was alien by birth. He was, by turns, the orator,
the warrior and the politician ; and in each of these ca-
pacities, towered above all with whom he came in con-
tact. As is often the case witlv great minds, one master
passion filled his heart, prompted all his designs, and
gave to his life its character. This was hatred to the
whites, and, like Hannibal, he had sworn that it should
be perpetual. He entertained the same vast proi^ of
uniting the scattered tribes of the west into onfKnd
confederacy, which had been acted on by KioJEiilip
and Little Turtle. He wished to extinguiste^S dis-
tinctions of tribe and language, to bury all feuds, and
to combine the power and the prejudices of all, in de-
fence of the rights and possessions of the whole, as the
aboriginal occupants of the country."

It may be truly said, that what Hannibal was to the
Romans, Tecumseh became to the people of the United
States. From his boyhood to the hour when he fell,

nobly battling for the rights of his people, he foetered


