
PREFACE.

MamMp ^r a Nete^wary Sehool^Bookf ~'\\\c old-

fasliioiied Sjit^lliiig-BooL Ims liet'ii dikcurili'ii Ijy trite lie rn ^vn-

erally. Miiiiy valid ohjectious wrn: pntperly urgi'd ii^iiiiist

its use, and it passed uvvay.

Entire depciult'iirt! upon oral i^pfUuit/ iniiy also he fiily

styled a metlmd of liyi^our ';iys. Uiilorluimft'Iy tor tlic old

spelling-book it was u^mo' "d with idl tlie t'ol'y and wcuk-

iiess ot* "oral spelling," and tins p-irlly aecdiints lor its

fRjcctiou.

What have I he reforiruTS givf^u as a sul)st' ute lor a Speller?

They took our hrciul and have i;iven in v- » hut a .stone.

Tlie bread even tl'ougli a little stale was ii !i more whole-

some than tiie -stdni'. Ill (^'uiiada parts ot" the h'ssons to Ik;

found iu tiie Headers are taken as dictation IrsstHis, uud thtr

pnpils are turui-d litose on atieifty to f*hoek it hv (heir bad

spelling, and dis^nee the selmols winch tliey attended, and

in wtiieh they shuuld liave been taught. The Iteadi-rs do not

contain alt the words that ))oys and girls will have to spi'll in

life, and if they did, the less<)ns are not arranged iu pnl[»*^

term for spelling lessons. Ouly a eoniparaliveiy small por-

tion of the Readers ran be written froui dictation in schouls,

Bad as were the old S|)ellers, they were iulluitcly better than

notliing. This fact is now n-cDguized in Hreat Biilain and

the United States, iu bcUh of wliieh countries maiur valuable


