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The Kettle Valley Agreement

Mr. ijpeaker: In Introducing the jub-
Ject hefuru the House thla evening, 1

HliBll rffer tu what I regard aa one of
the most Important moveni«ntB In B.C.,

namely, the connection between the
c'laat cities and the interior, by the
Hope Mountain ruute.

There was a time when the principal
topic to be heard of throughout th»
Province when the matter of railway
conittructlon was brought up was the
Hope Mountain Hallway. 1 recall how
certain fectiuns of the Province were
disturbed and excited at the mention of
such a project. It seemed that the
future of the Province was entirely
wrappfd up in the scheme to provide
this line of road. There was a great
deal said on the hustings and in the
prfss about the scheme, and It was
openly suggested that the wlsost course
to pursut! would be ti> borrow IIO.OOO.OOQ
and proceed with the work on our ''wn
account.

It would not have been an arduous
task to have assembled a large follow-
ing of the electors, especially on the
CMBst, Who would have strongly ap-
proved such a course. It Is not my
place tonight to Indulge In any obser-
vations as to the advisability of encour-
aging the electorate of the Province at
that time to adopt a policy of building a
Pruvincially-owned road. This would
at once have Involved the necessity of
determining how much the project would
c-osi and what position It would occupy
in connection with other standard rail-

way systems. It is sufficient for my
purpose tonight, however, that tue elec-
torate did not seriously adopt this pro-
posal.

When the present Administration as-
sumed office in 1903, one of the first un-
dertakings presented to us for consid-
eration related to the Hrpe Mountain
Railway. At that time va gave It every
possible consideration, out were forced
In the end to the conclusion that It was
not then within the ability of the Prov-
ince to attempt such construction.
Meanwhile Mr. J. J. Bill hod been busily

fnk'iiK*'(l in looking over the country,
C'arr\lng out surveys and making obser-
vations that might lead to the under-
taking of some derinltv action by the
Hy»tfcMi he contr.ls. This movement on
his part h:.d be^n prncedud by a Qovern-
ment surv ,-y and examination, made at
the time of the Dunsmulr Admlnlstia-
tion under the supurvlslun of the Hon
K. Dewdn(.-y, which had resulted In the
preparation of an interesting linanclal

report upon the whole route from Hope
into the Simllkameen. one which I be-
lieve has proved of very great valuo to

the various interests that have since
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make arrangements for railway con-
struction.

I'ive or six years ago. when, in the
opinion i.f the Government, the time had
arrived for the submission to the people
of a railway policy, one of the first pro-
jects taken Into consideration by the
Cabinet relate^l to the old Hope Moun-
tain scheme. We took the measure as
fully as the means at our disposal would
allow of the Nicola, Slmlikameen, Okan-
agan, and Hope Mountain sections, and
finally we came to the conclusion that
we sh"uld make some definite attempt
to provide for British Columbia th© long
awaited contact between these Interior
sections and the coast.

As a result of negotiations extending
over a coMlderable period of time, we
were RriUy able to enter up'^n a bar-
gain ulth the Kettle Valley Railroad, a
bargain Mr. Speaker, which promises for
a certainty to develop within the next
fourteen or sixteen months a railway
contact between the coast and the vari-
ous sections I have mentioned. It is

only fair to say that It was not until
the Gitvernment had exhausted every
possible means of bringing about the
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tliat we proceeded finally with our nego-
tiations with the Kettle Valley.
The policy of the Government and of

the Conservative party In British Colum-
bia In regard to railways was that there
should be no land grants, and the strong


