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treaty was that it gave to your people the power

of smuggling. And that power you possess, and

may use to any extent you please. Over thousands

of miles of coast we cannot afford to keep revenue

officers. Down come cutters from Maine with flour,

pork, salt, &c., but who can tell what they have in

the salt. [Great laughter.] Why, sir, we some-

times laugh at Yankee notions. One of those is

what is called "white-eye" in the Provinces—

a

life-destroying spirit, with which these coasters

deluge our coasts; and it comes in the salt.

[Laughter.] So in like manner with tea, tobacco,

and manufactures. Why, a fisherman can land on

any part of our 6,000 miles of coast, and when

challenged by our custom-house officers, he can

answer that he has a right to land there. The

officer withdraws, and the white-eye is landed.

And I tell you what we do to adapt ourselves to

the circumstances. We are free traders, and we

maintain our Government, have an overflowing

treasury, and carry on our public works with a

tariff of ten per cent. [Hear, her ] The only

way we can keep out smuggling is to keep our

tariff so low as to make it not worth while for any

one to smuggle.

Let me now draw your attention for a moment

to the value of these North American Fisheries.

You have behind and around you here, boundless

prairies, which an all-bountiful Creator annually


