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pcrfeft legiflatures. '.verc formed under chittcn from thiij crown,

,

atul an harinonious intercoiwfe was eftablifhed betwten *1ie c6-.

l^Hies and the kingdom 'on which Ihey derived thdi* origin.

The mutual bcnefns of this union became in a fhoit time foex-

traordii«ry as to excite aHonifhment. If is univerfally cbftftf-

fcd, thjt the amazing increafc of the wealth, ftrength, and na-'

vififation of the realm, arofe from this fource; and thift minifter

who fo wifely and fuccefsfully direfted the meafures ofGrtat-

Britain in tiie late war, publ'ciy declared, that the/^ c61ofii6s

enabled her to triumph over her enemies. Towards the conclu-

fion ofthntwar, it pica fed our fovereign to make a dhange in

hiscoimfel. From that fatal moment, the affairs of the Brit i /h,

empire l^i;an to fall into coufution, and gradually fljding from

the fummtt of gloriou prof[)erity, to which they had been ad-

vanced, by the virtues and abilities of one man, are at lertgth

diftrafted by the convuHions, that now fliake it to it's deepefl^

foundations. Tiie new miniflry finding the brave fpes of Britain*

timugh frequently defeated, yet ftill contending, took up the

iinfortunate idea of granting' them an hafty peace, and of then'

fubchiing her faithful friends.

Thefe devoted colonies were judged to be in fuch a ftaf<fas to*

prefent victories without bloodihed, and all the eafy Emolument'
of itatuteable plu»>der. The iminterrupted tenor of their peface-

atile and refpe^ful behaviour from tlie beginning of colonization,

their dutiful, zealous and ufcful fervices during the war, though
fo recently and amply acknowledged in the motl honorable
aianncr by his majefty. by the late king, and by parliament,

could not fave them from the meditated innovations. Parlia-

ment was influenced to adopt the pernicious prqjedt, and alfimt-

ing a new power over them, have in thecourfe of eleven years

given fuch decilive fj^cimens of the fpirit and confequenc^s at-

tending tliis power, as to leave no doubt concerning the effe^s

of ncquiefcence under it. Tiiey have undertaken to give au4
grant our money without our confent, though we Have ever ev
ercifed an exclufive right to difpofe of our own prdperty ; fta-

tutes have been pafled tot extendinj; the jurifdiiflion of counts of
Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty beyond their ancient limits ;

for depriving us of tlie accuOonied and ineftimable priviledge of
trial by jury, in cafes aifeding both life and property ; for

fufpending the leglHature of one of the colonics ; ——for inter-

di^ing all coinimcice of another ; —-—and for altering fuiida-*

mentally the ibrm of government eftaBliyhed by charter, and
fccured by ads oi its own legiflatuie folenmly cohfirihed by
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