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ibe refioring to the Freeholders 'f England their an-

cient Right of chufmg the High Sheriffs .and Juflices

of Peace in the County Courts, They acquiefccd in

the giving up of thofc Powers, at a Time when
they conceived their civil Rights were fully fecured

by the fettled Conftitution and Incorruption of Par-

liaments, and by the wife Proportion, with Regard
to the feveral Interefts in the Kingdom, obfervcd in

the Numbe- ©f their Reprefentatives ; and likcwife

at a Time when the military Power of the Nation

lay chiefly in the Hands of the Subject. The Free-

holders of thofe Days never imagined, that their

Reprefentatives, who reprefent likewife all the land-

ed Intereft in the Kingdom, fhould come, 2 or 3 ;.

hundred Years afterwards, to be outnumbered, 3
to I, by a new Sett of Reprefentatives of litde beg-

garly Burroughs ; which being poor, are expofcd to ^i

be venal, and having little or nothing of their own,
have yet by the Majority of their Attorneys, the fovc-

^

reign Difpofal of the Property and Liberties ofall the

Freeholders of England, without the Conifent of any
,^

one of their Reprefentatives. They thought full as

little of all the ordinary military Power of the King-

dom's falling into the Hands of the Crown ; much
lefs had they any Notion, that this could ever come
to be deemed infufficient for the Safety of a Realm,

which, in their Days, made all their Neighbours

tremble for Dread of its Power ; and that ic fhould

be pretended a Standing Army was neceflary for a

further Security. But now that they fee the Ballance

of the Reprefentation deftroyed, and all the Secu-

rity, which they promifed theniiclves from thence,

defeated and taken away •, when they fee not only the

ordinary Militia entirely in the Hands of the Crown,

but a mercenary Army kept up at a vaft Expence

out of their Property, and ready at the Word of

Command to feize the re^l, and commit any other

Violence that the Commander lliall think fit to or-
.
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