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peril we must always come to their rescue. But so far as Canada is

concerned, whatever future is in store for her, or however soon she may

choose to float her own flag, generations and centuries would be too

short to efface from the hearts of her sons the indelible traces of

universal affection. Her ships and her men would always be at the

service of Britain in the hour of need.

One serious difficulty will confront the Canadian people in the

event of their adopting independence—the form of Government.

Other things being equal, the limited monarchy is the cheapest and

least troublesome. After the one hundred years' experience of the

United States, not a single Canadian is convinced that an elective

executive with supreme power during his term of office is comparable,

as a system of government, with a Constitutional Sovereign governing

according to the advice of Ministers, responsible every hour to

Parliament and the people. Besides, there are tremendous objections

to the turmoil, excitement and unrest inseparable from frequent

Presidential elections. But, on the other hand, the atmosphere of

America is not favourable to crowned heads. A violent prejudice

against Monarchies in America prevails among the masses in the

United States. The same idea permeates the leading public men in

that country. While Canada has a right to do as she pleases, it is

not to be forgotten that the relations existing at all times between

Canada and her great neighbour, are a matter of vital importance.

It is necessary for us to be on friendly—on cordial terms with her.

Our interests are now closely identified in a' thousand ways, and, if

indeper dent, they would become still more so. In trade, in tariff

arrangements, and in many other ways, Canada cannot afford to be

indifferent to American views and policy. It is certain that if Canada

resolved any time within the next twenty or forty years to establish an

independent existence, formed a government upon the British system,

and invited a prince of the Royal blood to occupy the throne, such a

step would create an unfavourable impression in the United States.

The people of the United States would be very glad to see

Canada independent, but they would not be pleased to see a mon-

archy established on this Continent. Dom Pedro was always well

treated by the United States, but his presence as a monarch Avas

never welcome. When he was bundled off to Europe minus liis

crown, the American people were delighted. There is a prejudice

on this continent against the idea of sovereign and subject. Equal

citizenship is the regnant sentiment, and the man who is Chief

Magistrate of sixty millions of people for four years, possessing

greater power than any constitutional monarch in the world, when
his term expires, steps down among his fellow-men, and takes his

place among citizens exactly as if he had never filled any great office

whatever. With the ideas held by most of the great English-

speaking race of North America, it is really doubtful if a monarchy
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