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to the other, larj^e public, works have been everywhere com-

menced and carried throu'^'h, and the peo]»le have displayed

a cai)acity for bearing taxtjtion which, a': one time, would

have been deemed incredible. This side of the picture is

sufficiently satisfactory, but is there no reverrtC ? Is it not

possible that this ra}tid rate of jjrogress has been dearly pur-

chased, and that material success has I'een secured by sacri-

ficing those first principles, without which no nation can in

the long run attain to strength and vigour ? That our

system of government has led the people to rely upon

the governnuiut for assistance in all their undertakings,

to an almost incredible extent, is beyond doubt, and

this spirit of dependence v.ws fostered from tlie start

by the way in which confederation was brought about.

Confederation was a tour dc force from the outset.

The various [)rovinces were neither argued into it,

nor persuaded into it—they were simply bought into it.

This was done b/ a skilful manii)ulation of the debt and by

granting a subvention of eighty cents a head of the popula-

tion to each of the provinces, which resulted in each province

being convinced that it had made an excellent bargain with

the central government. The evils of this system and its

probable ill-consequences were pointed out at the time, and

notably by Mr. Dunkin, whose ])ro}ihelic words have ])roved

only too true.

"Whether the provincial Executive savors at all ol

responsible government or not," says ^Ir. Dunkin, " be sure

it will not be anxious to bring itself more under the control

of the Legislature, or to make itself more odious than it can

help, and the easiest way for it to get money will be from

the general government. I am not sure either, but that

most members of the provincial Legislature will like that

way the best. It will ni.tt be at all unpojjular the getting

of money so. Quite the contrary. Gentlemen will go to

their constituents with an easy conscience telling them,


