
^^ Introduction '

mind of the pnrticulnr informant interrogated
^cverthclc.ss^ to assure accuracy in detail, catvh
eonipleted story was submitted to the teller f.'.r

api)roval. In several instances a tale was told t

n.e either on the scene of the crime or in son
room which was closely connected with tl
event, so that one became linked as intimatel
a^ It was possible to be with the atmosphere o
the case.

I have had no wish to dwell on horrors, o
to pander to any morbid taste. I desired to
give a collection of stories which should be very
human documents and also remind us that Krim
and stealthy deeds are inseparable from (,ur daily
life. I believe that I have been able to seeun
many mteresting little sidelights on the character
and acts of notorious evildoers which have not
been previously published.

Much patient and willing help has been
gi'-en to me by my informants, and I gladly
acknowledge it; while I am under very special
obligations to Dr. George Fletcher, J.P for
putting at my disposal much of his unique and
unrivalled material relating to the Palmer and
lichbome cases.


