
3o6 sl:j:ms soi

standanis, other staiul.irds u[>')n the ciuulitions

they have to live uiuler r W'oiikl thev imt 'jo (in

cicvel()[Mii^r hetrer, .iiul almveall HMre soiinJJv, upon

their o\\ n hues, it" thcv were n'wcn the chance ?

We need, in tleaHng with the poor, ' to act

sincerely in the presence of our ideas "

; not to

hold \:v:ge ideas aiui act upon small ones ; not to

respect the poor in liteiMture aiui ti-eat them as

silly children, who cannot he expected to know
what is y;ood for tliem, when we come to le^risla-

tion. One of the principal characters in Mr.

Josef-ih Conrad's A'/>,^vr of the Narcissin is an old

seaman who has spent his lite in ships' forecastles

with no pronK^tion, no matei-ial succesr,, and scarcely

a month ashore. During a gale his blind endur-

ance at the wheel saves the ship. It is, we are

made to teel, the culmination f)f his lite and the

beginning of his end. Judged by the standards in

use, his life would appear a thing most ineffectual,

his death of no note. It is one of the triumphs

of a Wonderful book that we see the old man in

his true relation to the sea, to human e\i:,tence,

to what are called the eternal verities ; a f^ood sea-

labourer, aiid as such a heroic figure ; a life

conmionplace enough, but a liTe well to have lived.

The great w^ise man, the heroic figures of the Bible


