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Ottawa, May 14, 1912.

\Vm, Uisihwortii, Esq.,

Assistant Deputy Minister of Inland Revenue.

Sin,— I beg to rejiort upon a collection of 157 sanoples of butter purchased by our

inspectors during February and March of this year.

An otBcial standard for butter is established by an Order-in-Oouncil of November
\ 1910, as follow-:—
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» fat of milk, and has a Reichert-MeisHl number not less than

y not less than 0. 905 * **'!-?*•
^ (40" C).

BntUr is ck >ii non-rancid product made by gathering in any manner the fat

of fresh o. ripened milk or cream into a mass, which also contains a small portion

of the other milk constituents, with or without salt, and contains not less than

82-5 per cent milk fat and not more than 16 per cent of water. Butter may also

contain added colouring matter of harmless character.

The value of butter inheres in the amount and the quality of the fat contained in

it. Legal butter must not contain more than 17 5 per cent of other substances than

uiilk fat. These substances are essentially water, salt and curd. It is evident that by

increasing the water content of butter, the purchaser may be defrauded, and for this

reason a specific maximum for water is fixed by law. This maximum (16 per cent) is

evidently much higher than necessary, and the following synopsis of water content

actually found in the 157 samples now reported is instructive :
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