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NOTES ON ANCIENT tAICIIITECTUIE.:»

Having heard so mucli of the splendid
iiasonry of the ancient monuments of
Egypt and Greece, 1 resolved to visit
these interesting places, and mlay aay the
hiaif lias not beemi told. Su mucli lias
beeni writteu of the vot, vrs of Egypt, I
wvill only refer to tho inasonry of the
Great Pyraînid iii contrast tu that of the
Grrecian temples. The worknianship of
the liniestone of the outer courses of the
Great Pyraiid, and the granite liingi( of
the King's Chaînher iii the interior, eaul-
not be excolle(l to-dIay, ii ail our en-
liglitenient.

Aithoug-li the roof of the chaniber is
quite flat, being somec seventeen feet spaîl,
constructed of granite blocks, nu fracture
lias tak-en place ; on referexîce to any sec-
tionî of the pyrarnid it will be seen that,
the Egyptianls were mnasters iii the art of
buildling. To take the weighit off the roof
they left small. chaînors above the main
chaînber, and constructed the samne s0 as
to throw t.he wveigit upon the~ walls. But
wlhen you compare this îuasonry withi that
of the temples of Greece, it is in no way
equal.

TakrIe, for instance, the Partiienon teni-
l)le, or tliose of Thieseus and Jupiter. On
account of a defeetive foundatiomi, one of
the columnls of the latter hiad fiallen over,
whicli showed the bods of the stones to
be rubbed sinoothly in some way. The
coluinns of these temples are simply per-
fect, slîowing no joints, and ail the flut-
inga are in perfect lino. L'eairly ail trav-
ellers think they are iii one atone, but
after inspection it can be seen that they
are conatructed of separate atones or
courses, but they show no joint-How
then were they put togcthier?

I visited the quarries at Pentelicus,
buit could ilot gain any information. I
spent a couple uf daýys exploring the
ruina of the Acropolis, and found a stonie
whichl no doubt, wvas in the sanie sttte as
when it left the cluarry, and hiad beeni
condeinned for soie clefeet. This stone

lîavîng ciglît ilihes

waa six foot in di-
ammcter, thrce foot
tlîick, eut roug ïlîly
round, and hiad thre
luga upon it, about
eigiîit iluches square,

p)rojectioni (slîuwn iin
eut) and Ilad a hole thirougli the centre.

This gave the key to their construction.
Thie nioulded base wvns eut and set, thon
the next atone wvas set uipon it, a pin pub
throughi both, arns wvere securod to the
Illgs, anl nmen turneci theni roundl and
round until they were ground one into,
tho other. Practically they becaîne one
atone. This process wvas continued the
whole length of the coluinui. The hîgas
wer-c thon eut off, the columui umade the
proper size, and Iluted thus-

o c-

whichi accounts for aIl linos being so per-
fect.

Seeiing a lot of nice ashlar lying abouit
1 Nwondered now they wvere hoisted into
position. 1 fouiid one piu-ce about four
feet six inches long, une foot six inchea
hiigli, and three inehes thick, with a lu-
left upon the face, thiree inclies long, one
and a hiaîf by one and a haîf inches,
whichi sliowed that soine sort of an iron
claw caine over this and wvas secured ýat
tho back. Tien, -%vlen set, the saine
%would be eut off; and the face rubbed.

Another niatter that niay be of intereat
is, Wliere did the atonie corne froni to
build the Temple at Jerusaleni? wliich I
think eaii be partly explained in this way.
Standing upon the sire of the TenipIb,
facing iMount Zion, the city rises ab-
ruptly to, the riglit. I took an aneroid

readig, then wvent outaide the city. En-
tering into a large cave under this Iligh
part tîmnougli an mron door iii the city
Nvall I found somne partially dressod.
atones and others ready for dressing.
The aneroid showed the sanie level as the
court-yard of the temple. No doubt a,
g.reat deal of the atone ivas quarricd and
%vorked liere. Quaîry marks and amnoke
of the ruali-liglita eau easily be seu.
Trollies or waggoins would ho used to con-
vey thie atones to the site. This agrees
witlîi Rings vii. 1". B.

*Th '['lic itlcumauti %whu cotriitc-S the
almove iuitcrcstimug itemins la a, practical ardui-
tect amui otiactoi. WVo arc notaware tliat
the detLils lic mieitiomis hiavec beem pre
Viouisly mîoted.

-Ther wivrt, la not
Ko lonig a% ire eaut say, 'This is tîme Nvorst.'
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