exising Comunttee will be looked for with
interest.

A view cf our whole position as a
Church will, 1t 13 hoped, be obtaned from |
the SecondAnnual Staustical Report,f con
gregabons and munisters only do their duty
m forwarding Reports to the Cunvener.

Beswdes the subjects named, the growth
and progress of the Widows’ and Orphans’
Fund and the condition of our Sabbath
Schools will engage attention,

Aud, turmng from Home work to other
Missionary eflorts, the Synod will hear for
the first tme, of the preaching of the Word
by 1ts instrumentality in that  Salonica
where the apostle of the Gentles once
preached and laboured, and w.il be asked
to consider whether they wall not adopt that
great cty as the permanent seat of the
Jewi-h Mission.

The Commttee on the French Mission
will have some work to report, and the
Juvemie Missivn wiil be agam found 10 be
dear to the hearts of the chuldren of the
Church.

Besiles these matters connected with
the ardinary work of the Churcl there
wili doubtless be many topics of interest
brought up by way of overture and other-
wise from Presbytenies and individuals.
Amang them wul,we believe, be the vexed
Organ Question, or the question as to the
use of Instrumental Music 10 our Churches,
a queston that will doubiless receive full
an enhightened deliberation.

On review then thus briefly of the
praliable work of the approaching Session,
is there not reason why our people should
be instant in praver that the deliberations
of this Court of the Church mav be over-
ruied for the good of ouv Zion 1

While then members of the Synod are
attending to the duties which our Presby-
terian system imposes upon them, let them
be cheered hy 1he beiief that the members
of the Church are supplicating the Head
of the Church for His blessing on our
Church.

MEETING OF SYNOD. ATTENDANCE OF
MEMBZRS,

The Annual Meeting of the Supreme
Ecclesiastical Court of our Church is
drawing near. We look forwanl with
real interest to its procecdings. We pray
and trust that all our readers huving the
welfare of our branch of the Christian
Church at heart will condially jnin us in
the praver,that the favour of the Lord may
rest upon the Assembly, that tHis wisdom
may guide its deliberations and dictate its
judgments, and that His blessing may pros-
per ail oar schemes and undettakings for
His own glory. * Pray for the peace of
Jerusalem 5 they shall prosper that love
thee. I'cace be within thy walls and
prosperity within thy palaces™ «if ]
forget thee, O Jerusslem, let my right hand
forget her cunning’

What member or adherent ofour Chureb,
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who has a uthe of the sympathy and luve
towards Zion which the inspired wnter of
the burning words just quoted expresse-,
but will sincerely wish and fervently pray,
always indeed, but more especially at this
time,for the outpouring of God's Huly Spitit
upon the Church and upon all who bear
tule and awthority thereinT © And whm
office-bearer, charged with the duty of at-
tending the meeting of our Synoa and
specially elected and st apart for the
performance thereof, be he a minister or a
representative elder, if he has a pa tele
of rthe spirit, and iuterest,and  fidelty
which his tenure of office implies and in

dicates, but will aveid the sin of inex-
cusable absence and be present to counten-
ance by his votes, if not by the expression
of his sentiments, every meusure which is
likely to promote the wellbeing of the
budy of Christ?  We fear there are obh-
gations and responsibilities in regard to
tiis matter which are uot respected as
they ought to be; and, the more we think
of it, the more does our conviction gain
strength that, for those at whose duor they
lie, to stand causelessly aloof from our
Church Courts and to withhold the assist-
ance and encouragement which even their
presence glone would furnish, is a heinou
sin.  Every member of a Synodical Ses-
sion is accountable for his presence and
the use he makes of it, and surely no ab-
sentece who can possibly atteny even at
some inconvenicnce can divest himself of
his accountability fur his non-aitendance.

Is it nothing to lum that important ques-
tions are to be settled and that he should
weaken the decisicn, one way or the other,
by not being there to say how it should be
settled? I» it nothing that justuice 1s to be
administered and that the mind of the
Church is prevented from being exercimed
and known as fully and decisively as pos-
sible in its adnnnistratian 1 Is it nothing
that important Christian schemes and en-
terprises arc to be considered, advocated,
supported, and that they should suffer
in the least from any lack of interest,
which would not be so likely to exist if
ministers and elders from all parts of the
country would mve them their influence,
fist at the Synod in session, and next in
their congregations when they return to
thiem 1 In gwving a decision there is surely
a very great diflerence between a vote of
50 and a vote of 100; bettwveen the ascer-
tained opinion of J00and that of 200. In
these days, when there is so much Chris-
nan work to be done, and there are so few
10 do it, we can ill afford to dispense with
the calin cousideration, the consciensious
judgment and the carnest spirit of a single
office-bearer who has it in his power to
lend his influence to the funherance of
1hat cause winch is specially and pecuhiar-
ly the Lord's.  1f there be anything i our
neasures and cfforts which 13 weong or in
present circumstances itl-advised, or if
there be anyihing left undone which

o7

aught tv he done, let every member, who
thinks zo and who 1espects the dictates of
his own conscience and the prosperity of
the Church, come forward and fearles-ly
assert his opinion.  Then wiil the meme«
bers of bhoards and commiftees have a
hetter idea of what is expected of them,
and certainly much greater cucouragement
in discharging the duties intrusted to them,
1t i3 as contewptible as it is annoying to
hear muvmbers, who take upon theniselves
to remain at home, find fault with the pro-
ceedings of the Synad,

The atendance at last session was a
very great improvement on that of former
sessions, both in regard to the number
present and the ¢ se attention which most
of them paid to the business thioughout,
Not since 1844, the most unfortunate year
in the history of our Synod, because of the
secession which then took place, has there
been so goud anantendance, and we bulieve
it was not so farge any year hefore that,
In 1844 there was a tomal attendance of
93,—61 ministers and 32 elders.  Last
year the attendance was 80,—63 ministers
and 27 clders. We louk upan this increase
with comparative satisfaction, and are
willing to accept it as a promize of a stll
bhetter atteadance in tme to come, for
assuredly there is yet much room for im-
provement. Wil it be believed that the
attendance last year waa only one half,
exactiy one half, of the whole member-
ship, and that the highest number of re-
corded votes in any une decision was 7072
Is this creditable to us as a Churh?
Is this the way to do justice ana give
strength to the sacred cause we protess
10 have espoused ?

We sincerely hope to see a much larger
attendance this yearat Kingston.  We es-
pecially solicit more, many mare, of the
elders to come forward, for their coo “era-
tion and counsel has aften proved itse'f 1o
be vatuable, and they ought 10 be as much
interested in the affairs of the Church as
their ministers, whom they too ofien leave
to find their way to the Synod alane.

The congregation of St Andrew's
Church, Kingston, have by a commiitece
expressed the hope that every minister
and elder will attend; and the Grand
Trunk Railway Company have adm ued
clders to the half-fare privilege.  Sessions
and congregations, for whase benefit the
Synod meets, should sce to it that in no
case the travelling expenses are an ob-ta-
cle, by providing them for hott minister
and chder.

CANADIAN PRESBYTERIAN JEWISH
MISSION.

Satoxica, Feb. 18, 1560,
To the Convencr and Committee of the
Jea' % and Foreign Mission of tho
Preshyterian Church of Canada, in con-
nection with the Church of Scot.and ;
Bretures 1y CurisT,—I trustthat vou
will not think it an act of wilful negli-



