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ANCIEXT ORDER OF HIDBEZRNIANS.

In connostion with an article in the
Now Year's numbee of “Donthoo’s
Magazine,” entitlad “ A Celtio Chair
at \Vashington,” by Edward Gerard,
appears a short history of tho Anciert
(rder of Hiboruians, as follows

It 13 & well known fact that orders
of kmghthood and clivalry existed m
Irelm% long boforo the birth of Christ.
History tolls ua of tho Gamhauraido
of Irrius Domboann, under Oillioll
Finn, Ard Righ of Ireland AM. 4405.
Of tho g-Clanna Doaghaidh (Deaga-
dians) of West Munster under Daire
and his son, Curoigh MacDaire, whe
flourished about AL, 606v. Coexiss
ent with theso were Curaidhtho Na
g Uruoibhe Ruaidb, or Kmghts of tue
Red Branch of Eambain Machs (now
Navan). To thezo may be added, the
Feinne Eireann (or Fenian Militia),
under Fionn Mao Camball (cominonly
spelld Finn McCool), who lived in tho
reign of Cormac Mao Airt, A.D. 294,

The Ancient Order of Hiberniaus

was first organized in Iveland wheoa
the infamous penal laws were in oper-
stion, and but little documentary ev1-
dence of 1£3 early history is obtainable.
Tlus 18 dus to the dangex;,h at that tume,
of carrying an s, the possession
of wl:irgx goulﬁ c}::&eﬂ loss of life, and
algo to tho fact that sducation among
the Insh Catuohics was proscribed.
When it 18 remerabered that long be-
fore 1670 tho * Statute of Kilkenny
ennsted that the lnsh language was a
folony, and placed the teaching
thereof under a ban, tho reason will
be apparent for the lack of written
hustory reﬁm‘dmg the orgaoization's
infancy and show why wo have tc .ely,
to o largoe extent, upon fradition, and
the oral evidence of the Bard and
Seanchuidho (shannachio).

It has beea allegod that the-Ancient
Order of Hibernians was established by
two women after the siege of Limeric
—in that oity of the ¢ Violated
Treaty"—but the accuracy of thostate
ment msy be doubted. We sre as-
sured that the order must have been in
oxstence during the reign of Quecn
Elizabeth, though it may have lapsed

" to a considerable exteut during the

< out 1o tho tourist in-Yreland,
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reige of James II., and have been
revived after Barsfield’s gallant sortia
st Ballyneety, and the gloricus defense
of Limericl:.

The purpose which inspired its
founders was to keep alive the gpint
of Irish {nationality, 80 dear to the
heart of the Gael, under tho mosy try
ing circumstances, torectify thowiongs
of the poor and oppressed, and alzo to

_ protect tho Insgh priests in tho exercise

of their sacred fonctions.  * %oze were
tho days when fo be a Hiburnisn was
to ba ready at a moment’s notice to
lay down life stself, in defonse of the

faith, acd of its priests ; tho days when-
_ the sacrificdof

o mass corld be offor-
ed only on the mountawn tep, i some
sccluded glen, or in some gloomy
cavern far from the haunts of men.
Even to tho present day the peoplo
who shll use the vernaoular will point
at ¢ Cunoc-an-
Aifrinn (the Mazs Hill), or Gleann.an-
Aifrinn (tho Glen of the }aga). Thess
names tell the story of dreary penal
dayrs more eloguently than words, and
foreibly recall the men whose duaty it
war 10 keep wateh and ward over the
bedwed Sagaurt Arun {Sogarth Arcon),
an? hiz faithfal flock, and to warr
“hem of the approach of tha red<coat:
and priest-hunters.  The Hiberunians-

>weero over truo to faith and moth~-
- 1and in those trying timos, when F ag-

lish gold and English ralors—
“Bribed ¥4 w0a 1o rod theslre,
dogs were taught ahketo

And dogs
Tpo the et of woll and frar.” o

%9 Itis s1id, that tho Rapparces wero

9
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also a breach of the-old Hibernians,
but the truth of tho statement I have
a1 present 20 means of asoertaining,
‘Wo know that many of the Rappareos
woro Irish gentlemen, who, ugh
roligious and political parsecution; wers

_ doprived of their ancestral patrimony,

and, bav.ug been outlawed, had to fly
to tho mo=_tains for refuye.

Tho Anoweut Order of Hibernians
struggled against fearful 0dds to be
faithfal to theit avowed purposes . but
with all the forces arrayed s ninst
them, they kept the enemy in check,
and foiled him upon mauy au veension,
when almozt sure of his prey.

Bince that period of biguiry and
piaseription, the scope aud wurk of
the Ordor have changed. Unfortu.
nawly, later uvn, au the hauds w
iguorart or designing men, its noble
objects were, on several occaswus,
frustrated, and the Catholic clergy
wera frequently compelled to denounce
it, bul when it 18 remembered ihat
the Insh poasant had nu redress fur
myustice, it 18 not to be wundered at
that he tried to induco the brother-
Liood to aid him in his efforts for re-
taliation upon Lis oppressors. To-
day, and for many years past, both in
this country and in the Old Land, the
Order’s banner bears the motto of
+ Friendship, Unity and Truo Chris
tian Charily to Its Members, and
Peace and Good Will to All Men.”

Tlns is the doctring taught by the
Order tho world over, and no true
Hibernian fusters auy spinit of pro
scriplion ageinst his neighbour, no
mattor what his race or religious
belief, In this Repablic the principles
of the society are fully in ancord with
American institutions, and its growth
and prosperity bear the strongest tes-
tumuny of its grest aud auble wuth.

The asaent Urder of Hiveriuous
was Jsansplanted w the United States
about 81Xty years agu, althuugb v s
sad o bave cxisted i Maryland and
other Swates previvus to shar wume.
1t absorbed u great many of the ulder
Irizh societies exist.ng here for nany
years previous to its coming. tow-
ever, outside a few lurge centres of
Insh population, such as the citios of
Now—Ycri. Boston, Philadelpaia and a
fow others, very littlo was- known of
it for a number of year.. When the
Irish people scttled in the other large
ces and towns, shie Urdet oon tuut
and fluunishied amuug hivw, Wit w
day 1t ¢sts_.uo t0 every Siato aud ter-
ritory ou this continent, as well as o
Dominmon of Canada and Australasia.
In the Umted States there is secarcely
a city or town that hay not one -t
more divisions of the Ancient Order
of Hibernians.

Everywhero 1t has beenestablighedit

as carried aid and comfort-to the
mok and Lielpiess, hups aud cunsvistun
to the widow and orphan, and social
and moral elevation to 1ts adherents.

W2 a4 such a mission its pathway
migu* be considered easy; yet 1t bas
bhad ts struggies. It was musrepre-
gented sud maligned - 1t had ¢t *ear
the mott determined onslaugrts from
open fces and falso friends. Yet to
day ¢ siands pre-cminent among Irish
s0c1uy 8 for itamembershup, its wealth,
and its usefalness, and many of those
who stood by it in its darkest hour
Liave lived to witness its vindication
and triumph.

It can be said in trath that the
growth of the order is dae to the wise
and able men, who guied its progress
with prodenco and moderation, neither
siopping in their course to hurl invee-
tive at Jheiwr oppononts or belittle their
ciuse by wholesale denunciavon of
thoso who differed from them.

Their true Christien couvso had the
effect of causing many to stop and -
quire into the objests of the order, and
every personal research brought a con-
verd to the ranks of organization.

To ths lover and beliver in the
cause of Irish nationality ihe Onder
has its attractions, becauss in overy

stauggle made for Ireland's liborty the
dacieat Order of Hibermians took a
gromuuent patt. Not only did thoy
ccaniet themsolves with the Land
Leaguo and National Leagus, and
later still, tho Irish National Federa.

and financal support, but they also
goenerously voted money out of their
treasurics when the oxigencies of the
oceasion required .Jt.

ho awwunt of moenvy conunbuted
by Rubenans fur die Losh causo can
nover bo esuuinated, beeanso v was
given withuut ostentativn ou many an

frum eapattiawed ot W the daud of
his mres.
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