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tion of materials for the formation and elucidation of the history
of the town and country in ivhich sucli institutions may be formed.

It seems almost needless to remark, that a liheral spirit should
c'-aracterize the management of such an institution, by the admis-
sion as Iloîîorary Members of sucli men of scientific andi bterairy
attainmcents as muiglit,being so aclmitted,be tuie means ofconferring
respectability on the society, by their acceptance of the p)rivi-
legre ; and alsa by hospitality being exerciscd in its most extentiet
and( noblest forin, that o." the initellert, by affording the stranger
fr 2e iccess to iýs stores.

These v'iesys, it may be obser- NI cannot %vell be entertained or
forw<îrded, except by selecting f(,r the management of the Institu-
tbon, thoQe of its members ivho may be generally considercd the
best qualîfied from literary abi:':y or attairnment, properlv te eCti-
mate tiîeir value ; and just so far, andl so faîr only, w; tliese qualifi-
cations are regarded in thieir selection, %iîli be the succcss at-
tending the undertaking.

A general vieiv of the objects to be attained, andl the requisite
mode of management havitng been thus premised, ive will proceed
to consider tlîeir execution somewhat more In detail.

Workis of amusement, if merely such, though most caNld for,
should be sparingtv introduced, andi caret'ully selected, (net collec-
ted). If a work of injurious tendency should find its %vay into thie
collection, for mistakies wviIl occur in selection, by the best infoîm-
ed cornmittee, it should forthwith lie sîispended J'rom circulation,
and if a case lie clearly made out, destroycdl %vithout the name be-
ing- published : and this for obvious reCa§ons.

%Vith regard to wvorliq of instruction, littHo rjeed be said ; general
report qtàîckly,atnd for the most part accu raielj ilIccides uipon their
intrinsic menit ; and littie else requires attention in their selection
than the fact of their being %vhat ès styled ' Standard,' and on the
other hand, their novelty, in order to have the latest discovcries
ivhich is of the first importance ivhere science is In question.

%Ve corne now to consider a most important part of (lie pro-
jected collection ; and that is the class of Books of reference, and
those wvhich wîithout being strictly suchit may be desirable to have,
as being above the means of purchase of a private individuial.

In connexion ivîth this part of the subject,it rnay lie observed,thut
the history of bis oivri counltrv, according to the nation %vhich lie
belo)ngs to, is a subject of which no wvell educated man, carn cre-
ditahly remain in ignorance. To -in Englishiman the study of that
of his own country, as being that of a groat and illustrions nation
oughit to be at ail times pectiliarly interestinz. For this roalson, we
rnight wvisl,; and cxpoct to tind in a public collection, such works as
the voluminous Cironilcles In ihiclh the con)temp)orineouis Il istory

oour country is rocordod in detail ; also such %vorks as Jyjmcrs
Foedera ; and the great public Records containing Dooms-Day
Book, amxi other documents of tlie highost antiquity andI greatost
importance, wvhich, tili vcry lately remained buried in hManuscrupt,


